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■ Insist party not joining coalition
■ Appoint new acting secretary

Recapitalisation, tariff war: No cause for alarm, banks on sound footing –CBN

• Continued on Page 24

From Uche Usim and 
Adanna Nnamani, 
Abuja

AS the race for commer-
cial banks’ recapitalisa-
tion peaks and the global 
commerce landscape 
quakes in the face of 
the raging US-China 

Director, Banking 
Supervision Department 
of the apex bank, Dr Olu-
bukola Akinwumi, stated 
this in Abuja, yesterday, 
at the 36th seminar of the 
Finance Correspondents 
and Business Editors.

He promised that calcu-
lated steps would be taken 
to keep the economy on a 
steady growth trajectory, 
especially to realise the 
$1 trillion GDP economy 
by 2030.

He said: “The banks 

tariff war, the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
has assured Nigerians 
not to panic as the local 
昀椀nancial ecosystem 
remains stable with the 
banks operating within set 
prudential thresholds.

According to him, 
all the guidelines and 
prudential benchmarks 
have been complied with 
by the banks including 
non-performing loans, 
thus making the banking 
sector healthy.

are in good health. They 
are working within set 
templates.”

Earlier in her remarks, 
the Deputy Governor, 
Corporate Services of the 
CBN, Ms Emem Usoro, 
represented by the acting 
Director, Corporate
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We'll stand with Fubara 
till end, vow PDP govs
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■ UBA GMD lists hurdles to achieving $1trn economy

■ Calls for decisive measures

L-R: Deputy governor, Delta State, Monday Onyeme; Governors Ademola Adeleke (Osun); 
Peter Mbah (Enugu); Dauda Lawal (Zamfara); Seyi Makinde (Oyo); Bala Muhammed (Bau-
chi); PDP National Acting Chairman, Umar Damagum; Gov Umaru Fintiri (Adamawa); Douye 
Diri (Bayelsa); Akwa-Ibom deputy governor, Akon Eyakenyi and Gov Agbu Kefas of Taraba 
State, during the PDP Governors Forum meeting, in Ibadan, Oyo State, yesterday.

L-R: Group Chairman, Heirs Holdings, Tony 
Elumelu; Chairperson, Avon Medical Practice, 
Awele Elumelu and Governor, Lagos State, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, at the launch of Avon Medical 
facility in Surulere, Lagos, yesterday

Plateau killings: 51 
get mass burial
as death toll hits 53 
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■ Resolve underlying cause 
of crises, President tells 
Plateau gov  ■ Atiku laments 
killings, lampoons FG

■ Explains roles Jonathan, Buhari, Atiku, 
Abdulsalami, others played



Nigeria still Africa’s top crude oil producer 
despite March output decline –OPEC

Nigeria gazettes ECOWAS tari�s, a�rms 
AfCFTA readiness
IN a major step toward deep-
ening continental trade inte-
gration, Nigeria has o�cially 
gazetted and transmitted the 
ECOWAS Schedule of Tari� 
O�ers for Trade in Goods un-
der the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to 
the AfCFTA Secretariat.

The move comes ahead of 
the 16th AfCFTA Council of 
Ministers Meeting on Trade, 
slated for April 15 in Kin-
shasa, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and marks a major 
milestone in Nigeria’s com-
mitment to unlocking the 
potential of the AfCFTA.

Signed by President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, the gazetted 
schedule lays the ground-
work for implementing zero 
duties on 90 percent of tari� 
lines, opening Nigeria’s goods 
to increased market access 
and competitiveness across 
Africa’s rapidly expanding 
single market.

The transmission of the 
ECOWAS tari� schedule re-
a�rms Nigeria’s readiness to 
operate under AfCFTA’s pref-
erential trade regime and un-
derlines the country’s strate-
gic intent to drive export-led 
growth, attract intra-African 
investment, and rebalance its 
trade position.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Minister of Indus-
try, Trade and Investment, 

Dr. Jumoke Oduwole, de-
scribed the move as a trans-
formative leap for Nigeria’s 
trade agenda.

“The gazetting and trans-
mission of the ECOWAS 
Schedule of Tari�s to the 
AfCFTA Secretariat signals 
Nigeria’s readiness for trade 
under the Agreement,” she 
said.

“This milestone enables 
Nigerian exporters to lever-
age preferential tari� ac-
cess across African markets, 
positioning Nigeria as a key 
player in regional and global 
trade.”

Nigeria �rst participated 
in AfCFTA trade in July 
2024, with the inaugural 
shipment of goods under 
the agreement. The formal 
gazetting now sets the stage 
for accelerated engagement, 
particularly for exporters, 
manufacturers, and SMEs 
looking to expand their foot-
print within the continent.

The implications of this 
milestone are far-reaching 
implications like; tari� 
elimination on 90% of goods 
which enhances Nigeria’s ex-
port competitiveness across 
African markets. Another 
merit is that lower barriers 
o�er small and medium en-
terprises new opportunities 
to scale operations region-
ally.

A surge in exports is 
expected to attract intra-
African and foreign direct 
investment, with a posi-
tive ripple e�ect on em-
ployment. Nigeria’s active 
participation reinforces its 
in�uence within ECOWAS 
and the broader AfCFTA 
economic bloc. Under Nige-
ria’s phased tari� reduction 
strategy, a 10-year liberaliza-
tion process—starting from 
2021—is in motion. By 2025, 
a 50% tari� reduction will 
be in e�ect for trade with Af-
rica’s least developed coun-
tries, progressing at a rate of 
10% annually.

Int’l crude oil and 
commodity prices

Prices as at 14/4/2025  (17:15 BST)

  

    

    

     

  

Brent crude oil  - $64.30 -0.71%

WTI crude oil  - $60.87  -1.02%

Natural Gas  - $3.45  -2.27%

RBOB Gasoline  - $2.01 +0.48%

Heating oil  - $2.07  +.0.41%

CEO Quote

Companies info in brief

BRIEFCASE

BREAKFAST NEWS

THE 24th edition of NOG Energy Week will help to advance 
conversations on raising African stakes in global energy indus-
try.

Themed ‘Accelerating Global Energy Progress through In-
vestment, Partnerships and Innovation’, the event is scheduled 
to hold from 29 June to 3 July 2025, at the International Confer-
ence Centre (ICC), Abuja.

It will bring together leaders, policymakers, regulators and 
professionals from across the globe to discuss energy trans-
formation as well as explore emerging business opportunities 
within the country.

Speaking on the conference, Director - Nigeria, dmg Nigeria 
Events, Odiri Umusu, said: “For over two decades, NOG Energy 
Week has been at the heart of shaping Africa’s energy progress, 
driving conversations that in�uence policy, investment deci-
sions and industry growth. 

As we gather for the 24th edition, the stakes are higher than 
ever, with shifting global energy policies, the push for resource 
maximisation and the need for sustainable development. This 
platform remains indispensable. NOG Energy Week 2025 will 
dissect the challenges and also spotlight actionable strategies 
that ensure Africa strengthens its role in the global energy in-
dustry.’’ The event will feature high-level discussions on policy 
frameworks, �nancing mechanisms and technological innova-
tions needed to drive Africa’s energy transformation. 

NOG Energy Week 2025 to accelerate Africa’s 
integration into global energy value chain

CORMART Nigeria Limited, a  supplier of chemical and food 
raw materials and a member of Tropical General Investments 
(TGI) Group, is transforming Nigeria’s cold chain infrastruc-
ture with the local production of high-quality sandwich panels. 
These innovative panels, designed for the construction of cold 
rooms, will play a crucial role in combating post-harvest losses 
and food preservation challenges across the country.

Built with steel sheets and Polyurethane Foam (PU) cores 
for superior insulation, Cormart’s sandwich panels ensure op-
timal temperature control for perishable goods such as agricul-
tural produce, frozen foods, and pharmaceuticals. This initia-
tive aligns with national e�orts to enhance food security and 
reduce Nigeria’s estimated 45% agricultural produce loss due 
to inadequate storage.

“The ability to store perishable goods e�ciently is a criti-
cal turning point for Nigeria’s food security and economic 
growth,” said Dr Johannes Flosbach, Executive Director of 
Cormart & Chi Farms Nigeria Limited. “By producing high-
quality sandwich panels locally, we are making the construc-
tion of cold storage more accessible, a�ordable, and tailored to 
the needs of businesses across agriculture, food processing, and 
pharmaceuticals”

Cormart’s commitment to quality is further reinforced 
through its partnership with Big Dutchman, a global leader in 
agricultural equipment. This collaboration ensures that the lo-
cally manufactured sandwich panels meet international stan-
dards while being tailored to Nigeria’s unique storage needs.

Cormart unveils local sandwich panels to 
curb food wastage

–Steve Ballmer, CEO of Microsoft

The number one bene�t of 
information technology is that it 
empowers people to do what they 
want to do. It lets people be creative. 
It lets people be productive. It lets 
people learn things they didn’t think 
they could learn before, and so in a 
sense it is all about potential.”

In trade with more de-
veloped African economies, 
Nigeria will implement full 
tari� elimination at a 20% 
annual reduction rate—
demonstrating �exibility 
and alignment with African 
Union guidelines set during 
the 35th Ordinary Session of 
Heads of State and Govern-
ment in 2022.

With the gazetting now 
complete, other AfCFTA 
State Parties are authorized 
to accept Nigerian con-
signments under the trade 
framework, ensuring the 
country’s exports are accord-
ed preferential treatment.

in March, down from 1.46 
million bpd in February. 
Despite this reduction, the 
country’s production re-
mained the highest on the 
continent, outpacing Algeria 
and Congo.

The report, which is based 
on direct communications 
with member countries, 
showed that Nigeria’s out-
put exceeded Algeria, which 
reported 909,000 bpd, and 
Congo, which produced 
263,000 bpd. 

Additionally, OPEC noted 
that secondary sources indi-
cated Nigeria’s production in 
March was 1.51 million bpd, 
slightly lower than Febru-
ary’s 1.54 million bpd.

“Total DoC crude oil 
production averaged 41.02 
mb/d in March 2025, which 
is 37 tb/d lower, m-o-m,” 
OPEC stated in its report.

The Nigerian Upstream 
Petroleum Regulatory Com-
mission (NUPRC) also pro-
vided insights on April 12, 
revealing that the country’s 
oil production for March 
stood at 1,400,783 bpd. De-
spite the decline, NUPRC 
stated that the average crude 
oil production represents 93 
percent of the 1.5 million 
bpd quota assigned to Nige-
ria by OPEC.

In a bid to stabilize the 
market amid challenging 
economic conditions, OPEC 
and its allies on April 4, an-
nounced their decision to 
increase oil production by 
411,000 bpd starting in May. 

From Adanna 
Nnamani, Abuja 

NIGERIA has retained its 
status as Africa’s largest 
crude oil producer, although 
with a decrease in output for 
the month of March.

This is according to the 
latest report from the Organ-
isation of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC).

In its monthly report re-
leased on Monday, OPEC 
reported that Nigeria’s oil 
production fell to 1.40 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) Continued on www.thesun.ng
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L-R: Minister of 
Finance and 
Coordinating Minister 
of the Economy, Mr 
Wale Edun; Minister of 
State for Finance, Dr 
Doris Uzoka-Anite and 
Chairman of Heirs 
Holdings, Mr Tony 
Elumelu at the recent 
unveiling of Abuja 
AATC building that 
will serve as a hub 
for trade intelligence, 
innovation 
and regional 
collaboration.
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From Jude Owuamanam, Jos 

TROOPS of 3 Division Nigerian Army and Operation Safe Haven (OPSH) have rescued 16 
passengers kidnapped along Jos - Mangu Road in Plateau State. 

Media Information Of昀椀cer Operation Safe Haven, Maj. Samson Zhakom, said that the 
rescue operation began when troops conducting Operation La昀椀yan Jama’a discovered an 
empty vehicle abandoned by the roadside at Mararaban Kantoma, Mangu Local Govern-
ment, at about 9 p:m on April 13, 2025. 

In a statement, Zhakom said that the troops immediately searched the nearby bushes to 
trace the occupants of the vehicle suspected to have been kidnapped. 

“The kidnappers, on sighting the troops, opened 昀椀re, but our  troops overwhelmed the 
criminals with superior 昀椀repower forcing them to abandon the victims and 昀氀ed. 

CRIME COURT  LIVING CALL: 08109473658

•Continued on www.thesun.ng•Continued on www.thesun.ng
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Military rescues 16 kidnapped passengers in Plateau Fraud: Mamman insists his statement 
was obtained under duress 

treated at the Plateau State Special-
ist Hospital and Jos University 
Teaching Hospital.

It was also gathered that residents 
of Kwall and neighbouring villages 
and communities were leaving in 
droves  to Jos, the capital of the 
state, and other neighbouring local 
governments for to escape the 
onslaught of the marauders

Giving accounts of the incident 
in a statement, Jugo, said that on the 
night of Sunday, there were sporadic 
gunshots from multiple locations in 
the community, adding that on the 
following morning, 51 people were 
killed.

He said that there were rumours 
before the attacks, and the security 
stationed in the area was notified, 
adding that the Sector 3 Com-
mander confirmed that he received 
the intel and mobilised his men to 
Kwall, but the carnage still took 
place.

 “This assault on a peace-loving 
people on their motherland is very 
provocative, vexing and undeserv-
ing. What is baffling residents most 
is the intent of the Drone Station 
in Kwall, which should have been 
deployed for reconnaissance when 
rumours filtered in.

The association  called on the 
federal  and   State governments to 

wade before the already precarious 
situation becomes uncontrollable..

Meanwhile,President Bola 
Tinubu has  expressed profound sor-
row over the recent bloodshed  

In a statement by Special Adviser 
to the President, Information and 
Strategy, Bayo Onanuga,he said 
that:”He strongly condemns  the 
violence and extends his sympathies 
to Governor Caleb Mutfwang, and 
the people of Plateau while urging 
him to summon the necessary 
political will to resolve the crisis and 
establish enduring peace. 

“In his call for harmony among 
the people of the state, President 
Tinubu emphasises the importance 
of love and unity beyond religious 
and ethnic lines. He encourages 
community, spiritual, and political 
leaders within and beyond the 
state to unite and end the cycle of 
retaliatory attacks that have made 
life unbearable for affected com-
munities. 

“The ongoing violence between 
communities in Plateau State, 
rooted in misunderstandings be-
tween different ethnic and religious 
groups, must cease. 

“I have instructed security agen-
cies to thoroughly investigate this 
crisis and identify those responsible 
for orchestrating these violent acts. 

We cannot allow this devastation 
and the tit-for-tat attacks to con-
tinue. Enough is enough.

“Beyond dealing with the 
criminal elements of these incessant 
killings, the political leadership 
in Plateau State, led by Governor 
Caleb Mutfwang, must address the 
root cause of this age-long problem. 
These problems have been with 
us for more than two decades. We 
can no longer ignore the underly-
ing issues. It is time to tackle them 
fairly and find a lasting solution. I 
have discussed these problems with 
the governor over time and offered 
suggestions for lasting peace. 

“The Federal Government 
remains committed to supporting 
Governor Mutfwang and the Pla-
teau State government in promoting 
dialogue, fostering social cohesion, 
and ensuring accountability—cru-
cial steps towards permanently 
resolving the conflict in Plateau.”

Reacting to the resurgence of  
attacks, former vice president, Atiku 
Abubakar said  Tinubu’s security 
policy and infrastructure has  failed 
woefully.

He also flayed the upsurge in 
terrorist attacks in Borno State, 
which has led to the loss of lives and 
territories to the Boko Haram in-
surgents, according to alarm raised 
by Governor Babagana Zulum and 
Shehu of Borno Abubakar Ibn Umar 
Garbai El-Kanemi.

Plateau: 51 get mass burial 
as death toll hits 53
 From Jude Owuamanam, 
Jos 

DEATH TOLL in the attack on 
Zike Kimakpa community in Kwall 
District of Irigwe Chiefdom, Bassa 
Local Government, Plateau State 
has risen to 53.

Initial reports gave the future as 
47, but a source close to the State 
Emergency Management Agency 
(SEMA) said more bodies were 
recovered after the villagers combed 
surrounding bushes.

Several others were also wound-
ed in the Incident, which occurred 
on Sunday night .

National  Publicity Secretary, 
Irigwe Development Association 
(IDA), Samuel Jugo, confirmed 
that the 51 killed were given a 
mass burial yesterday amidst tears 
and wailing by relations and other 
sympathisers who thronged the 
burial site.

It was gathered  that the gunmen 
in large numbers, rode into the area 
on motorbikes at about 11:32 pm on 
Sunday and went on a killing ram-
page till the early hours of yesterday 
,killing  no fewer than 53 persons.

The marauders, suspected to be  
Fulani herdsmen were said to be 
going from house to house to kill 
their victims. They also burnt their 
houses and several others were 
wounded in attempts to escape 

Those who sustained fatal 
gunshot wounds are currently being 

Insecurity: 
Enugu LG 
boss clears 
forests to 
safeguard 
citizens

L-R: Deputy Chairman, House of Representative Committee on Justice, Sunday Umeha; member, Laws of the 
Federation of Nigeria (LFN) Review Committee, Balkisu Saidu; Chairman, Olawale Fapohunda and Attorney-General 
of the Federation of Minister Justice, Prince Lateef Fagbemi, during retreat for LFN members in Abuja, yesterday.

By Christopher Oji 

EXECUTIVE chairman of Uzo-
Uwani Local Government Enugu 
State, Chijioke Ezugwu, at the 
weekend, embarked on massive 
clearance of forests along major 
roads in the area to prevent am-
bushes by kidnappers and other 
criminal elements. 

Similarly, he has established 
community farm protection 
squads aimed at safeguarding 
agricultural areas and ensuring 
that farmers can carry out their 
work without fear of violence or 
destruction of crops. 

A statement from his media 
adviser,  Kingsley Onyeji, said 
the initiative was geared towards 
eliminating hiding places for 
criminals and improving road 
safety. 

According to him, by removing 
overgrown vegetation and ensur-
ing that key routes are well main-
tained, the council will effectively 
reduce the risk of ambushes, 
making travel safer for residents 
and visitors alike. 

“Uzo-Uwani has long been 
plagued by road ambushes, with 
criminals targeting travellers 
on key routes such as Ezukolo, 
Abbi, Nrobo and Nimbo roads, 
and they have not only caused 
physical harm to individuals but 
also contributed to the general 
sense of insecurity within the 
communities. 

“That is why the local govern-
ment has undertaken the clearing 
of strategic roadsides to eliminate 
hiding spots for criminals and 
improve road safety. 

“The chairman also created a 
rapid response team within the 
Neighbourhood Watch, equipped 
with vans and other modern 
communication systems, and the 
team was designed to respond 
immediately to distress calls and 
emergency situations.”

Onyeji said the team has 
played a crucial role in minimiz-
ing the time between when a 
threat is identi昀椀ed and when it is 

From Godwin Tsa, Abuja 

A former Minister of Power, Saleh Mamman has insisted that his written statement alleg-
edly confessing to corruption charges was obtained under duress.

The defendant is standing trial on 12 counts of alleged conspiracy and money laundering 
involving N33.8 billion meant for the Mambilla Power Project.

The former Minister, who voluntarily honoured the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) invitation was asked to write his statement before leaving the com-
mission.

The EFCC was said to have obtained the statement from him preparatory to 昀椀ling the 
corruption charges against him last year.

•Tinubu, Atiku react
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MEMBERS of the Aminatu 
Ilubamito Family of Onig-
bongbo, Maryland, Lagos, 
have petitioned Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, the 
Inspector General of Police, 
and the Assistant Inspector 
General of Police, Zone 2 
over the alleged malicious 
destruction of their proper-
ties and conduct likely 
to cause breach of public 
peace.

In the petition dated 
March 4, 2025, written by 
their lawyer, Mr. Victor Ko-
lade, the family, alleged that 
Monsuru, Ganiyu, Oluwase-
gun, Wakeel, Tajudeen , Ojo, 
Adekunle , Segun, William, 
and others were engaging 
in acts of malicious damage, 
forgery, fraudulent conver-
sion, and forcible entry of 
their properties.

The disputed proper-
ties are located at No. 713, 
Iya Oloye Crescent, Ismail 
Estate, Idiroko, Onigbongbo, 

From Uchenna Inya, 
Abakaliki 

TWO persons have died 
and many injured in  a road 
crash  at  Uburu, Ohaozara 
Local Government, Ebonyi 
State.

The accident occured at 
Iduma Junction in the com-
munity on Sunday.

Witnesses said the  bus 
which  was on high speed 
was conveying 25 people, 
including children,lost 
control and collided with 

 THE  High Court sitting 
in Ado-Ekiti yesterday 
sentenced two persons to life 
imprisonments and death 

By Oluseye Ojo

JUSTICE Kareem Adedo-
kun of the Oyo State High 
Court, sitting in Ibadan, yes-
terday struck out a suit seek-
ing the removal of Olugbon 
of Orile-Igbon, Oba Francis 
Olusola Alao, in Surulere 
Local Government.

The case was instituted in 
2017 and claimant’s in the 
case are: Akintayo Charles 
Akintola of Akintola Akin-
bola Section; Olu Oyelade of 
Ojediran Akinbola Section; 
Ladiran Olaniyi of Oluniyi 
Akinbola Section and Olajoke 
Bolade of Abioye Akinbola 
Section, all of Ile Akinbola, 
Isale Laka, Ogbomoso, as well 
as Akinwale Akintola.

The Oyo State governor 
was the 昀椀rst defendant in the 
case, while Attorney-General 
of the state, Commissioner 
for Local Government and 
Chieftaincy Affairs, and Sec-
retary to the Surulere Local 
Government were second, 

third and fourth defendants 
respectively.

The Jagun Olugbon and 
Chairman of Orile-Igbon 
Chieftaincy Kingmakers, 
Chief Ajani Awotoro, was the 
昀椀fth defendant, and the Oba 
Olusola Alao was also the 

and Nos. 291, 293, 295, and 
297, Ikorodu Road, Idiroko 
Bus Stop, Onigbongbo, 
Maryland, Lagos.

According to the 
petition, the family are the 
recognised owners of the 
properties, which they have 
peacefully possessed and 
managed for decades. 

They referenced a judg-
ment by Justice Adeyinka 
Morgan of the Lagos High 
Court in Suit No. AB/31/57, 
which declared the family 
as the statutory owners of 
approximately 30.98 acres 
of land at Ismail Estate, in-
cluding the properties now 
in contention.

In the suit 昀椀led by Joseph 
Atunrase and Bamgbola 
Amao against Kamil Ismail 
and six others, the court dis-
missed the plaintiffs’ claims 
in their entirety.

Justice Morgan ruled, “I 
have found that the land in 
dispute belongs to Aminatu 
Ilubamito and does not 
form part of the Alashe 

another vehicle while navi-
gating a bend.

The impact  of the col-
lision caused the bus to 
summersault three times, 
resulting to the death of two 
people while others were 
injured. 

The victims, indigenes  
of Ebonyi state, residing in 
Imo state, were travelling 
back to their station after a 
burial ceremony at Okpor-
ike, Abakaliki, when the 
accidt occurred.

Two passengers, a nine- 

by hanging for conspiracy, 
armed robbery and kidnap-
ping.

sixth defendant. The duo of 
Mr. George Okunola Olay-
inka and Prince John Oyewo 
Oyelade, were the seventh 
and eighth defendants 
respectively.

THE Human Rights Monitor-
ing Agenda (HURMA Global 
Resource Initiative) has sub-
mitted a formal petition seek-
ing urgent conflict resolution 
and prevention in Ijeododo,  
under Iba Local Council 
Development Area (LCDA), 
Lagos State. The petition was 
addressed to both His Royal 
Majesty, the Oniba of Iba, and 
the executive chairman of Iba 
LCDA.

Dated Monday, April 
14, 2025, the petition was 
prompted by recent com-
plaints received by HURMA 
from members of the Ije-
ododo community regarding 
a potentially volatile dispute. 
The document was signed by 
HURMA’s executive director, 
Comrade Buna Olaitan Isiak, 

titled, “Alleged Unlawful 
Removal of Street Name: 
Conspiracy/Abuse of Office 
by Baale of Ijeododo, Abu 
Jelili, Iba LCDA – Request 
for Urgent Action to Ensure 
Peaceful Resolution and 
Prevent Communal Clash in 
Iba LCDA, Lagos State.”

The petition outlined 
grievances raised by some 
members of the Ajimotokin 
family and associates at the 
CEHRA Humanity Project of-
fice in Ijeododo. They alleged 
that the Baale of Ijeododo, 
Chief Abu Jelili, unlawfully 
removed the street sign bear-
ing the name “Ajimotokin 
Street” and replaced it with 
a different name linked to a 
relatively new resident. 

From Jude Chinedu, 
Enugu

A major tragedy was  averted 
on Sunday when a 33,000-li-
tre fuel tanker collided with 
a tipper at  Ugwu Onyeama 
axis of  Enugu-Onitsha Ex-
pressway in Enugu State.

The accident occurred as 
the tanker was descending 
from the Ninth Mile end 

of the road, while the tip-
per was ascending from the 
Enugu end, both navigating 
a single lane.

Despite the severity of the 
crash, six occupants of the 
vehicles escaped unhurt, 
with only one person sus-
taining minor injuries.

The injured victim was 
taken to the Enugu State 
University Teaching Hospi-

tal, Parklane, for treatment.
Confirming the 

incident,Enugu State Sector 
Commander of the Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC), 
Franklin Agbakoba, said 
emergency responders 
quickly secured the scene to 
prevent a possible fire out-
break.

Ilubamito family petitions Sanwo-Olu, 
IGP over malicious demolition

2 killed while returning from burial in Ebonyi crash 

2 ex-convicts to die by hanging for kidnapping, armed robbery 

Olugbon stool: Oba Alao wins in court
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Rights group urges intervention in 
Ijeododo dispute to avert crisis

Tragedy averted as fuel tanker, tipper collide, spill content in Enugu

Chieftaincy family land. I 
therefore hold that the pur-
ported sale to the plaintiffs 
is void, and they are not 
entitled to the declaration 
sought.”

The family further stated 
that the land originally 
belonged to their ancestor, 
Aminatu Ilubamito, and 
was lawfully leased to a man 
referred to as “Kamil Ismail, 
the Japanese.” 

However, they alleged 
that the suspects recently 
invaded the properties with 
armed thugs, demolished 
existing structures, assaulted 
family members, and looted 
valuables, all without legal 
justi昀椀cation.

“The suspects not only 
attacked and threatened 
our clients but also forcibly 
restrained them from ac-
cessing their own properties 
by deploying miscreants 
who continue to harass and 
intimidate them.

month -old baby girl and an 
adult female, lost their lives.

Meanwhile, David Umahi 
Federal University Teach-
ing Hospital (DUFUTH), 
Uburu, has activated its 
emergency response proto-
cols to provide critical care 
for victims of the accident .

A statement by the 
hospital’s Public Relations 
Of昀椀cer, Agwu Nwogo, ex-
plained  that 23 passengers 
sustained  injuries.

The defendants, Rotimi 
Onileowo,42 and Ayodele 
Adetola,42, were arraigned 
before Justice Bamidele Omo-
tosho on June 30, 2017,on 
three count charge bordering 
on conspiracy, armed robbery 
and kidnapping.

The charge reads:” that 
the convicts on October 
7, 2016,at Abuta Omuo 
Ekiti,while armed with guns 
and cutlasses, robbed one 
Mrs Ajibola Oyelola;on same 
date and place, they also con-
spired to kidnap the victim.

“The offences are contrary 
to Sections 516, 402 and 403 
(A) of the Criminal Code 
Law, Cap C16, Laws of Ekiti 
State, 2012, also Section 3 (a) 
(b) of the Ekiti State Kidnap-
ping and Terrorism (prohibi-
tion) Laws, 2015.

“In her testimony before 
the court, the victim said:I 
was cooking in the kitchen 
around 8:30 p.m, suddenly,I 
saw 昀椀ve gunmen in the living 
room.

By Lukmon  Olabiyi
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We’ll stand with Fubara till end, vow PDP govs

How Governor Alia blocked my support 
for IDP’s, schools in Benue -Obi

State of Emergency: Chief magistrate quits

 N300m : Rivers govt, NBA trade words

Insecurity: Kalu calls for decisive measures, 
says situation shouldn’t be politicised

• Insist party not joining coalition, appoints new acting secretary

L-R: First Lady of Nigeria,  Oluremi Tinubu,  Mrs. Agyin Agbu Kefas, First Lady Taraba State, Hajiya Nana Shettima, 
Wife of the vice president of Nigeria and Dr. Temitope Ilori, Director General NACA. During the Flag off ceremony 
of Organization of African First Ladies For Development (OAFLAD), Free To Shine; Triple Elimination Campaign in 
Taraba State.
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From Ndubuisi Orji, 
Abuja and Taiwo 
Oluwadare,  Ibadan

THE Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Governors Forum 
(PDP-GF) has reiterated its 
support for suspended Rivers 
State Governor, Siminalayi 
Fubara.

The governors, in a com-
munique read by chairman 
of the forum, Governor Bala 
Mohammed of Bauchi State, 
after its meeting in Ibadan, 
yesterday, reiterated their 
commitment to stand with 
him to the end.

The opposition governors 
explained that they ap-
proached the Supreme Court 
over the emergency rule in 
Rivers State to get a clear 
interpretation of the constitu-
tion on the declaration of 
emergency rule in any state.

“The Forum reasserts our 
collective determination to 
avert a rape of our consti-
tutional democracy, hence, 

the decision to approach the 
Supreme Court to give a clear 
cut verdict on the interpreta-
tion of the provisions of the 
law on the declaration of state 
of emergency in any state.

“The Forum restates its 
solidarity with His Excellency, 
Sir Siminalayi Fubara, on the 
ordeal into which his state and 
people are being plunged by 
the declaration of a state of 
emergency. And we reiterate 
our commitment to stand with 
him till the end.”

The forum also said the 
opposition party would not 
be involved in any coalition or 
merger for the 2027 general 
elections. But, it stated that 
the party would welcome 
any person, group or political  
party willing to join the PDP 
to wrestle power from the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
in 2027.

Former vice president, 

Atiku Abubakar, who is 
believed to be nursing a 
presidential ambition, has 
been championing a coalition 
of opposition politicians to 
confront the APC at the next 
general election.

Nonetheless, the com-
munique stated, “noting the 
nationwide speculations about 
possible merger of political 
parties, groups and/or associa-
tions, the Forum resolved that 
the PDP will not join any 
coalition or merger. However, 
the PDP as a major opposition 
party welcomes any party, 
persons or groups that are 
willing to join it with a view to 
wresting power and enthron-
ing good leadership in 2027.”

Also, the opposition 
governors recommended that 
the deputy national secretary 
of the PDP, Setonji Koshedo, 
should assume of昀椀ce as acting 
national secretary while the 
party’s national convention to 
elect a new National Working 
Committee (NWC) should 
hold from August 28 to 30 in 
Kano State.

The PDP governors, while 
reiterating  support for the 
ouster of Senator Samuel 
Anyanwu as PDP national 
secretary, noted that in view 
of the Supreme Court judg-
ment on the disputed national 
secretary’s position, Koshedo 
should assume of昀椀ce as acting 
national secretary, pending the 

By Chinelo Obogo

LABOUR Party’s 2023 presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi, 
has condemned the politicisa-
tion of his efforts, saying that 
his planned visit to Benue 
was to support school and 
displaced families in the state.

In a statement posted on 
his X handle on Monday, the 
former Anambra governor 
narrated his ordeal while 
trying to get approval from 
the state government only 
to receive information that 
Governor Hyacinth Alia has 
banned visits to Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs).

Obi said he had sched-
uled visits to IDP camps and 
schools in Benue on April 14 
after his trip to Plateau State 
and that despite repeated 
attempts to contact Governor 
Alia, all his  efforts failed and 
the governor’s aide-de-camp 
(ADC) who promised to call 
back later claimed he could 
not reach Alia for three days .  

Obi said as his convoy ap-
proached Makurdi from Jos, 
his security team saw a state-
ment from Benue government 
warning against “unapproved 
high-pro昀椀le visits,” citing 
security risks. He said the  
governor’s ADC forwarded the 
statement directly to which 
referenced his itinerary shared 
earlier with state security .  
Governor Alia’s of昀椀ce issued 

From Tony John, Port 
Harcourt

A chief magistrate in the 
Rivers State Judiciary, Ejike 
King George, has announced 
his voluntary retirement from 
service because of the existing 
emergency rule in the state.

The chief magistrate, in 
a letter to the Chief Judge 
through the Secretary, Rivers 
State Judicial Service Commis-
sion dated April 11, 2025, and 
titled, ‘Voluntary Retirement 
From Service,’ said he took 
a dif昀椀cult and regrettable 
decision.

George said he was not 
comfortable with the recent 
appointment of a quasi-mili-

a statement distancing itself 
from the visit, that unauthor-
ized visits “cannot guarantee 
safety,” though it did not name 
Obi directly .  

Narrating what transpired, 
Obi said: “Ordinarily, I would 
not have commented on this 
issue, as I have endured far 
worse situations in my political 
life since I declared for the 
presidency, and it continues to 
worsen as I strive to do things 
in a civilised and organized 
manner. The unfolding events 
demand that I have to start 
speaking out now.

“On what transpired today 
during my planned visit to 
Benue State, I am not entirely 
sure that the state Governor, 
my dear younger brother, a 
Reverend Father I deeply re-
spect, is aware of this situation. 
Having exhausted every pos-
sible means to reach him, I am 
compelled to use this available 
platform to ensure my message 
is conveyed.

“On Thursday, the 10th of 
April, I had planned to visit 
Plateau and Benue State, re-
spectively. Plateau on Sunday, 
the 13th of April 2025, and 
Benue on Monday, the 14th of 
April 2025. My trip included 
paying courtesy calls to the 
governors as well as visiting 
the IDP camps and schools of 

tary administration in Rivers 
State.

He wrote: “This present is 
intended to convey my deci-
sion to voluntarily retire my 
appointment as Magistrate of 
the Judiciary of Rivers State.

“This dif昀椀cult and regret-
table decision is informed 
largely by my discomfort with 
the recent appointment of a 
quasi-military administration 
to run the affairs of a modern 
state like ours.

“My lord will agree with me 
that this type of governance 
system is not only alien, but 
also runs antithetical to our 
hallowed profession as legal 

nomination and rati昀椀cation of 
a substantive national secre-
tary from the South East.

The South East chapter 
of the PDP in 2023 nomi-
nated former national youth 
leader of the party, Sunday 
Ude-Okoye as replacement 
for Anyanwu, after the latter 
emerged as the candidate in 
the last Imo State governor-
ship election.

However, Anyanwu’s ouster 
has been a subject of litigation, 
with an Enugu State High 
Court af昀椀rming Ude-Okoye’s 
nomination and mandating 
PDP NWC to swear him in 
as national secretary. Last De-
cember, the Court of Appeal, 
Enugu Division, af昀椀rmed the 

judgment of the lower court.
However, the Supreme 

Court, in its verdict on an 
appeal 昀椀led by Anyanwu, nul-
li昀椀ed the majority judgment 
of the Court of Appeal, and 
upheld the minority judgment, 
which stated that the lower 
court had no jurisdiction over 
the issue, as it was an internal 
affairs of the party.

In the aftermath of the Su-
preme Court’s judgment, both 
Anyanwu and Udeh-Okoye 
have been laying claim to the 
national secretary position.

However, the communique 
stated that, “the Forum reiter-
ates its position taken in Asaba 
on the issue of the national 
secretary of the party, but 
in the wake of the Supreme 

By Chinelo Obogo and 
Tony John, Port Harcourt

THE Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA) Annual General Con-
ference (AGC) Planning Com-
mittee has denied claims from 
the Rivers State Government 
that it paid for hosting rights of 
the 2025 conference.

A statement by the 2025 
NBA planning committee 
chairman, Emeka Obegolu, 
said the decision to host the 
conference in Port Harcourt 
was 昀椀nalised in August 2024 
and there was no bidding 
process for it.  He said the 
昀椀nancial contribution from 
the state was a gift and not a 
transaction.

NBA was reacting to Rivers 
State Government’s call to re-
fund N300 million it paid into 
the association’s account for 
the hosting of its annual gen-
eral conference in the state.

The state government’s 
decision to demand a refund 
followed what it termed NBA’s 
selective principled stand to 
host its event in Enugu State.

A statement by Mr. Hector 
Igbikiowubo, SSA Media, 
Rivers State Government, 
yesterday, faulted the NBA’s 
statement on last minute 
change of venue, by overlook-
ing the context of the state of 
emergency in Rivers State.

Rivers Government faulted 
NBA’s reason for taking such 
a decision, describing it as 
uncharitable and unbecoming 

of a body that prides itself as a 
beacon of justice

Igbikiowubo stated: “The 
attention of the Rivers State 
Government has been drawn 
to the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation’s (NBA) announce-
ment dated April 10, 2025, 
relocating its 2025 Annual 
General Conference from Port 
Harcourt to Enugu.

“While we acknowledge the 
NBA’s right to determine the 
venue of its events, we 昀椀nd the 
reasons cited for this decision, 
particularly the insinuation 
that the Sole Administrator’s 
actions have undermined 
democracy and the rule of law, 
to be misleading, unchari-
table and unbecoming of an 
association that prides itself on 
upholding justice and fairness.”

“While we respect the 

NBA’s right to choose its 
conference venues, we 昀椀nd it 
curious that the association, 
despite its principled position, 
didn’t address the refund of the 
N300 million already paid by 
the Rivers State Government 
for the hosting rights of the 
2025 conference.

“If the NBA truly stands on 
principle, it should demon-
strate the same integrity by 
promptly returning the funds 
rather than bene昀椀ting from a 
state it now publicly discred-
its.”

According to him, the decla-
ration of state of emergency by 
President Bola Tinubu was a 
necessary response to prevent 
law and order in the state.

He said President Tinubu 
exercised his constitutional 
power and acted in the best 

interest of members of the 
public.

Igbikiowubo said: “The 
NBA’s statement overlooks 
the constitutional basis for 
the current administration 
in Rivers State. The declara-
tion of a state of emergency 
was a necessary response to a 
breakdown of public order and 
democratic processes.

“His Excellency, President 
Bola Tinubu, in exercising his 
constitutional authority, acted 
in the best interest of the state 
to restore stability.

“The Sole Administrator’s 
mandate is clear: to oversee 
a transitional period that 
ensures the return of full 
democratic governance in line 

From Kenneth Udeh, 
Abuja

WORRIED by the escalating 
insecurity across the country, 
Abia North lawmaker, Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu, has challenged 
the Federal Government to 
take urgent steps to end the 
scourge.

As a way out of the dire 
situation, the Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on South-
East Development Commis-
sion, called for investment of 
more resources on security 

agencies.
He stressed that for the 

nation to tackle its security 
challenges, the issue must be 
addressed devoid of politics.

The former Senate Chief 
Whip stated this in China via 
a video posted on his social 
media page, calling for decisive 
measures to end the scourge.

Reacting to recent alarm 
by the Borno State Governor, 
Prof. Babagana Zulum, on the 
deteriorating security situation 
in his state in which he said 
some parts had been lost to in-

surgents, Kalu pointed out that 
if nothing was done urgently, 
Borno State and the South 
East might be lost totally to 
terrorists.

Speci昀椀cally, the former 
Abia Governor frowned at the 
politicisation of insecurity, 
asserting that security is a seri-
ous issue which should not be 
politicised.

He also urged the Minister 
of Information and National 
Orientation, Mohammed Id-
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Delineation: Itsekiri leaders kick, seek 
Tinubu’s intervention to avert tegional crisis
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“Inquire into the reason 
why over 21 years, begin-
ning from 2003, there was 
the judgment in Suit No. 
FHC/B/109/97 Mr. Joseph 
Otumara & 8 Ors. v. Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) & 4 
Ors in favour of the Itsekiri 
people on the Ward struc-
ture and number in Warri 

South Local Government 
Area which declared 12 
Wards illegal and 10 Wards 
legal which up till date INEC 
has never implemented that 
judgment.

The further added: 
“Determine whether the 
committee ought to have 
proceeded with the event 
of 4th day of April, 2025 

when it has been served an 
application for an injunction 
restraining it from doing so 
adding “that the proceed-
ings of the said Committee 
be stayed in the meantime 
to allow for the execution of 
prayer their prayers”.

Group premieres documentary on African legacy

FCT has reached 95% budget 
implementation, says Wike

Gov Otu hails Tinubu as construction of Lagos-Calabar 

Coastal Highway begins in Cross River

FG commends Cross River’s leadership 
in climate change awareness

Kaduna Career Fair 2025: Jobberman 

links jobs to young Nigerians

From Juliana Taiwo-
Obalonye, Abuja

THE Federal Government 
has lauded Cross River State 
for its proactive efforts in 
combating climate change 
and raising awareness about 
its impact, aligning with the 
Renewed Hope Agenda.

 Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation 
(SGF),George Akume, de-
livered this commendation 
during a courtesy visit by 
contestants of the 2025 Miss 
Africa Pageant, led by reign-
ing Miss Africa, Precious 
Okoye, in Abuja.

According to a statement 
Director, Information and 
Public Relations, Segun 
Imohiosen, the SGFpraised 
the state’s choice of “Climate 
Change” as the theme for the 
2025 Miss Africa Pageant, 
urging contestants to use 
their platforms to advo-
cate for climate action. He 
emphasized the importance 

THE Kaduna Career Fair 2025, 
held in Kaduna State has ended 
with success, as Jobberman con-
nected thousands of young job 
seekers with employers across 
diverse industries. 

Under the theme: “Empow-
ering Your Career Journey: 
Navigating Opportunities and 
Growth,” the fair attracted about 
1,000 job seekers and featured 
on-the-spot interviews by 44 
companies, resulting in immedi-
ate job placements and ful昀椀lling 
its goal of creating real-time 
employment opportunities.

A 24-year-old Computer 
Science graduate who secured 
a position at the job fair, shared 
her experience: “I came with my 
resume and determination, but 
I didn’t expect to leave with a job 
offer. The preparation I received 
through Jobberman’s soft skills 
training gave me the con昀椀dence 
to excel in my interview.”

Another excited participant, 
Hyella Jalani, said: “I have been 
in Kaduna for 5 years and due to 
lack of job, I started petty trade. 
My friend tried to discourage me 
from coming, saying it would 
just be a waste of time. But I’m 
glad I didn’t listen to her. I par-
ticipated in two interviews and I 
got offered the role of a 昀椀eld of-
昀椀cer. At 昀椀rst, I was skeptical but 
my experience as a petty trader 
stood me out and I have been 
asked to come to their of昀椀ce by 
9am on Monday. I am just so 
happy, I can’t explain it”

of addressing climate change 
for food security and sustain-
able development, noting 
that such initiatives are 
crucial to Nigeria’s environ-
mental goals.

Miss Precious Okoye 
highlighted her role as Miss 
Africa, stating that it has 
enabled her to empower 
women through agro-
industrialization, fostering 
productivity and societal 
contributions. 

Special Assistant to the 
Governor of Cross River 
State on Tourism Devel-
opment, Tomas Ikpeme, 
underscored that this year’s 
pageant goes beyond pro-
moting tourism by serving as 
a platform to drive impactful 
societal awareness. 

He also extended an 
invitation to Akume for the 
7th edition of the pageant, 
scheduled for April 20, 2025, 
at the Calabar International 
Convention Centre.

Ahmed Alaga, Head of Pro-
gramme Impact & Partnerships 
at The African Talent Company 
(TATC), emphasised Jobber-
man’s commitment to continued 
support for all participants: 
“While we are thrilled about the 
on-the-spot placements today, 
our support doesn’t end here. 
Participants who didn’t secure 
immediate employment can 
access opportunities through 
our online platform or visit 
our job centres located across 
Kaduna State. Our team will be 
following up with all registered 
participants based on the in-
formation they have provided 
to match them with suitable 
positions as they become 
available.”

 Alaga also highlighted the 
importance of ongoing skills 
development: “Part of our 
campaign is to continuously 
develop young talent. We en-
courage those who haven’t yet 
taken our employability or soft 
skills training to do so, as these 
programs signi昀椀cantly increase 
their chances of securing 
digni昀椀ed employment.”

The 2025 Kaduna Career 
Fair builds on the remarkable 
achievements of the 昀椀rst phase 
of the Young Africa Works 
initiative, a partnership between 
Jobberman and the Mastercard 
Foundation. 

FORMER president Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, has under-
scored the need for Africans 
to adopt a renewed mindset 
to truly achieve decolonisa-
tion and claim their place on 
the global stage.

He made these remarks at 
the African premiere of The 
Decolonisation of Africa, 
a landmark documentary 
hosted by Accelerate Media 
Group at The Metropoli-
tan Club, Lagos, under the 
executive production of its 
CEO, 

In her remarks, Otusheso 
re昀氀ected on the origin of 
the project, inspired by a 
profound conversation with 

ITSEKIRI leaders in Delta 
State have kicked against 
ward delineation of it con-
stituency as ordered by the 
Supreme Court and called 
on the Federal Govern-
ment to immediately set up 
an independent panel to 
scrutinise the work of the 
delineation committee in a 
bid to correct the anomaly.

They also called President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the 
Senate President Godswill 
Akpabio to Wade into the 
what they termed “brewing 
threats to regional security, 
safety to human lives and 
property including oil facili-
ties in the region.

The leaders, in a  petition 
through their solicitors, 
Amuda - Kannike (SAN) & 
Co  queried the composition 
of the committee to deter-
mine whether it was just and 
fair regard being had to the 
principle of natural justice.

They also asked the elec-
toral body (INEC) among 
others to “investigate the 
昀椀nances of the top of昀椀cials 
of INEC and those of the 
members of the Committee 
to determine the allegation 
of 昀椀nancial inducement in 
the entire process.

They noted: “Examine the 
proposal of the committee 
to determine whether said 
proposal is not in fact the 
cancellation of names of ex-
isting Itsekiri communities 
and their replacement with 
names of Ijaw communi-
ties; in most cases against 
Supreme Court judgments.

L-R: Ag ES FCDA, Richard Dauda, FCT Minister Nyesom Wike,  Regional Manager, Julius Berget Plc, Oliver Berger 
and Senator Mao Ohuambuwa, during the Minister’s tour of the International Conference Center, Abuja, yesterday.  

Obasanjo and rooted in the 
late Dr. Herbert Wigwe’s vi-
sion of empowering Africans 
to tell their own stories 
through their own lens.

“This project began with 
a deep sense of purpose. 
Meeting former President 
Obasanjo opened my eyes 
to how important it is that 
this story be told—and told 
properly. Dr. Herbert Wigwe 
believed in the power of 
storytelling to shape identity 
and preserve legacy. That 
belief continues to guide us,” 
Otusheso said.

As Executive Producer, 
Otusheso spoke to the care-
ful and deliberate process of 

From Juliana Taiwo-
Obalonye, Abuja

IN a remarkable display of 
昀椀scal ef昀椀ciency, the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) has 
achieved a historic 95 
percent implementation of 
its 2024 statutory budget, 
according to the Minister, 
Nyesom Wike. 

According to a statement 
issued by the Director of 
Press, Anthony Ogunleye, 
the minister noted that this 
milestone marks a signi昀椀cant 
leap from previous reports, 
which indicated a 90 percent 
implementation rate earlier 
in the year.

“I can tell you we’ve done 
not less than 95 percent of 
the budget implementation. 
That is historic. It has never 
happened before. And if you 
look at the projects there, 
you will see that there is no 
project that is in the 2024 
budget that we have not 
touched,” he said.

assembling the right team to 
bring the vision to life. 

In his address, Obasanjo 
reinforced the message of 
the 昀椀lm, that symbolic in-
dependence is not enough, 
and Africa must actively 
pursue economic, social, 
and psychological libera-
tion.

“If America can lead the 
white race and China the 
Chinese, then Nigeria is 
destined to lead the Black 
race,” he said.

Fola Adeola, President 
of The Metropolitan Club, 
described the documentary 
as a timely and important 
reminder of Africa’s resil-

Wike emphasised dur-
ing a press brie昀椀ng after 
inspecting several ongoing 
infrastructure projects across 
the Territory, key projects 
nearing completion include 
the 4-kilometer six-lane dual 
carriageway connecting Life 
Camp Junction to Ring Road 
III and the access road from 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Express-
way to Judges Quarters 
in Katampe District. The 
extensive renovation of the 
International Conference 
Centre is also progressing 
rapidly.

Wike attributed the suc-
cess to the extension of the 
2024 budget by the National 
Assembly until June 2025, al-
lowing for adequate funding 
and progress on projects. He 
expressed optimism about 

GOVERNOR Bassey Otu has 
described the commencement of 
construction on Section 3A/3B 
of the Lagos-Calabar Coastal 
Highway as a historic break-
through for Cross River State 
and the South-South region. 

Section 3A/3B is about 65 
to 70 km long and the Section 
3A of the road is linking Cross 
River and Akwa Ibom States, and 
other states in the South-south 
and South Eastern part of the 
country.

Speaking on behalf of Presi-
dent Bola Ahmed Tinubu during 
the 昀氀ag-off ceremony in Awi, 
Akamkpa Local Government 
Area on Monday, the governor 
lauded the project as “a bold 
and visionary move that will 
transform the economic fortunes 
of our region.”

According to Otu, the 
highway will restore Calabar’s 

ience, while Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku, former Common-
wealth Secretary General, 
lauded Obasanjo’s contribu-
tions to ending apartheid 
and fostering democracy in 
Africa.

Tributes were paid to the 
late Dr. Herbert Wigwe, Co-
Founder and former Group 
CEO of Access Holdings, 
whose unwavering support 
helped bring the project to 
life. Otusheso also recog-
nised Access Bank for its 
ongoing commitment to 
cultural preservation and 
the power of storytelling.

the timely approval of the 
2025 budget, which has been 
submitted to the National 
Assembly.

“These projects will be 
inaugurated by Mr. President 
during his second-year anni-
versary celebrations. We have 
gone to the International 
Conference Centre, which is 
almost ready. The 昀椀rst phase 
of the N5 will also be ready 
by the end of May,” Wike 
stated.

He commended contrac-
tors for their dedication and 
commitment to delivering 
high-quality work within 
stipulated timelines, ensuring 
that payments are made to 
avoid delays. “Frankly speak-
ing, we are very impressed 
with what we have seen. We 
are on schedule,” Wike said.

status as a maritime hub while 
enhancing connectivity by land, 
air, and sea. “This is not just a 
road project—it is a corridor of 
prosperity that will unlock vast 
economic opportunities, create 
jobs, promote cultural integra-
tion, and connect our Special 
Agro-Industrial Processing Zone 
to national and global markets,” 
he stated.

He reaf昀椀rmed the full sup-
port of the government and 
people of Cross River State for 
the project and for President 
Tinubu, whom he described as 
“a leader making the right deci-
sions to build a better Nigeria.” 
The governor praised the 
President’s economic reforms in 
infrastructure, agriculture, and 
public policy, noting that they 
are “being implemented fairly 



 From Ismail Omipidan, Abuja

 HISTORICALLY, there are several ex-
amples around the world of what ignoble 
or positive difference women around 
power can make. In Nigeria, public per-
ceptions of women around power often 
influence the political trajectories of their 
husbands.

For Senator Oluremi Tinubu, she ap-
pears intentional in her efforts to sup-
port the Renewed Hope Agenda of her 
husband, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. 
For instance, her decision to donate two 
billion naira through her Renewed Hope 
Initiative (RHI) towards the eradica-
tion of Tuberculosis (TB) in Nigeria has 
further positioned her as a First Lady 
using her power and influence for positive 
impact. She made the donation in her 
capacity as both the Global and National 
Stop TB Champion.

Reports show that Nigeria ranks first in 
Africa and sixth globally among coun-
tries most affected by tuberculosis. As 
an airborne disease, TB poses a threat 
to everyone and is currently the second 
deadliest infectious killer after COVID-19. 
It is also among the top 10 causes of death 
worldwide. This makes the First Lady’s 
intervention both deliberate and timely, 
as it aims to safeguard the lives of vulner-
able Nigerians.

In addition, she is championing the 
campaign to end the stigmatisation of 
people living with HIV/AIDS across the 
six geopolitical zones of the country. At 
the South-South campaign launch, she 
emphasised the need for Nigeria to seize 
the moment and join other countries in 
Africa who have achieved the UNAIDS 
95-95-95 target, by 2030. 

“The Free to Shine campaign seeks to 
significantly reduce new HIV infections 
among women of reproductive age, pre-
vent mother-to-child transmission (verti-
cal transmission), and ensure that every 
child born with HIV receives the neces-
sary treatment and support to thrive. Ac-
cording to the Federal Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare, in 2024, there were 
over 100,000 children and nearly Two (2) 
Million adults living with HIV. Also, it is 
reported that most infants born to HIV-
positive mothers, are not tested within 
the first two months of birth, largely due 
to the fact that the mothers are not aware 
or they are ignorant of the consequences 
of their inaction,” the first lady remarked.

She further said that by raising aware-
ness and renewing commitments to take 
action, the campaign aligns with the 
shared vision of a healthier Nigeria where 
every individual, particularly women, 
youth, and children, can thrive, adding 
that the vision was in line with President 
Bola Tinubu’s Renewed Hope Agenda, 
which prioritises health as a key pillar of 
national development.

Desirous of catching them young, 
Senator Oluremi Tinubu is also executing 
the “Flow with Confidence,” programme, 
through her Renewed Hope Initiative 
(RHI). Under the programme, each state, 
including the FCT, will receive 10,000 
cartons of disposable sanitary pads, just 
as she emphasised environmental sustain-
ability, which she noted, is necessitating 
the establishment of climate change clubs 
in secondary schools and tertiary institu-
tions of learning. 

According to her, the goal is to get the 
students more involved in climate change 
and waste management as well as ulti-
mately having a recycling plant in each 
state, promoting waste management and 
reducing plastic pollution.

 “We don’t have to be intimidated by 
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the recurrence of such sad incidents.  “I 
pray Almighty God grants the souls of the 
departed eternal rest and their family and 
friends the fortitude to bear the irreplace-
able loss. To the injured, I wish them 
speedy recovery,” she added.

At a recent event where she inaugu-
rated State -of -the -Art Orphanage and 
Children’s Home in Nasarawa State, she 
noted that the well-being of all children, 
regardless of their background, is an es-
sential pillar of development, as captured 
under the Renewed Hope Agenda of 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

Inaugurating a 336-bed space home for 
Nana Berry Orphanage and Children’s 
Home at New Nyanya in Nasarawa State, 
she said the initiative underscored her 
commitment to improving the lives of 
vulnerable children across the country.

“I first learned about the plight of the 
children of Nana Berry Orphanage and 
Children’s Home while watching an 
interview of the Founder on NTA early in 
2023. As a mother, I knew I had to act,” 
she noted

The First Lady encouraged the caregiv-
ers at the Home to continue providing 
love and guidance, urging the children to 
embrace opportunities and dream big. 

 She remarked: “You are special, you 
are loved, and you have a bright future 
ahead of you. This home is a stepping 
stone towards your dreams. I encour-
age you to learn, grow, and become the 
best version of yourselves. Also, learn to 
cultivate the habit of compassion. You are 
all contributors to what this Nation can 
become. The sky is your limit—so dream 
big!”.

She also highlighted the importance 
of keeping the orphanage focused on its 
core mission while ensuring the children’s 
needs are met. “We pray that everyone 
seated here, these children, they still need 
clothes on their backs, they need food to 
eat,” she said.

At the occasion, she also proposed an 
innovative farming approach, rather than 
get a farm land far away from the Home, 
as requested by the founder of the Home.

“I said no. This place is big enough, very 
big and I want this to be public, because 
when interest is divided, the children 
might suffer. I suggest you adopt smart 
farming techniques, using buckets to 
plant crops, which would be space-effi-
cient and educational for the children. 

“Nowadays we have something called 
smart gardening. You can grow in your 

bucket… You can grow yams in buckets, 
you can grow potatoes in buckets,” she 
said.

She acknowledged President Bola 
Tinubu’s commitment to children’s 
development, aligning with the Renewed 
Hope Agenda and Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). She equally thanked 
the Nasarawa State Governor, Abdullahi 
Sule, for donating the land and ensuring 
the project’s success. 

On his part, the governor, represented 
by his deputy, Emmanuel Akabe, reiter-
ated the state government’s commitment 
to social welfare and emphasised the 
importance of the facility, emphasising its 
role in renewing the hope of the children 
who reside there.  

“Today, we bring hope to those who 
have lost it. The dreams of these children 
are being revitalised, and as a state, we 
are committed to ensuring that this 
facility continues to thrive and serve its 
purpose.

 Also speaking on the occasion, Senior 
Special Assistant to the President on 
Sustainable Development Goals, Adejoke 
Orelope-Adefulire, said the Nana Berry 
Orphanage Home, reflects the President 
Tinubu administration’s commitment to 
the Renewed Hope Agenda, ensuring no 
one is left behind, especially children, 
saying the power of collaborations and 
partnerships, birthed the rehabilitation 
and revitalisation of the Home.

Represented by Head, Conditional 
Grant Scheme OSSAP-SDGs, Ifeyinwa 
Ukaegbu, she noted that the facility pro-
vides a safe environment for learning and 
holistic development, supporting SDG 
Goal 4: Quality Education and SDG Goal 
5: Gender Equality. 

“It is part of our broader strategy to ac-
celerate SDGs implementation in Nigeria, 
complementing initiatives like Mother 
and Child Hospitals and skill acquisition 
centres. The Facility, sits on an expanse 
of 4,000 Square Meters, with a 100 bed 
Boys Hostel, 100 bed Girls Hostel, Staff 
quarters, Classrooms, Sick Bays, and 2 
Play Grounds and others,” she added.

While reeling out some of the achieve-
ments of the RHI in the last two years, 
Senator Oluremi Tinubu pointed out that 
the initiative has made significant impact 
in the areas of empowering women farm-
ers, providing scholarships to indigent 
students, provision of professional kits 
to midwives in the North-Central and 
North-West geopolitical zones, provision 
of relief materials and funds to victims of 
disasters across the country, ICT training 
for women across the country, building 
of Alternative High School for Girls, sup-
porting the Elderly and providing food 
items to vulnerable groups among others. 

Asking what her priority would be in 
2025, she said “Everything, everything, 
there is no priority. It depends on like the 
flow with confidence initiative, we still 
have to manufacture the sanitary towels 
so, and we’re trying to produce locally, 
which is going to create jobs and put 
money in our economy.” 

“We want the students from tertiary 
institutions that are especially in the 
faculty of environment, and I believe that 
they want to see even those in biological 
sciences.”

 She pointed out that there was a need 
for a “can-do spirit” among young people, 
urging them to work towards achiev-
ing their goals.“Hard work is one of the 
tenets, that you know, took us out of 
poverty. Faith without works is dead. Go 
and work, work for this country. Let this 
country grow,” she added.

the quantity of waste we see around 
us but we must get going and do some-
thing about it. We are starting now,” she 
declared.

She further revealed that RHI, will be 
supporting 250 persons with disabilities 
in each state with a N200,000 grant to 
recapitalise their already existing busi-
nesses. 

For every event that happens in Nige-
ria, the First Lady ensures her office is re-
corded on the positive side of history. For 
instance, when the unfortunate tanker 
explosion occurred in Karu, on the Abuja-
Keffi Highway, which led to the loss of 
many lives and property,  she joined in 
commiserating with the Minister of the 
FCT, Nyesom Wike, the families of the 
deceased and injured, residents, affected 
business and property owners and the 
people of Abuja, just as she urged owners 
and drivers of vehicles, especially articu-
lated ones, to ensure the road worthiness 
and good condition of their vehicles 
before putting them on the road to avert 
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THE Minister of Power, Adebayo Adelabu, recently claimed 
that Nigeria has achieved a remarkable feat in power genera-
tion by 2,000 megawatts in the last two years, from 2,000MW 
in 1984 to 4,000MW in 2024. While this achievement is be-
ing celebrated, the persistent power sector crisis does not in 
any way support the minister’s claim. The excitement within 
government circles has also not re昀氀ected on business opera-
tions and households in the country. In the past ten years, the 
power sector has seen investments totaling at least $50 billion, 
including government subsidies and private sector contribu-
tions, with some reports citing N36trillion in subsidies alone 
in the beleaguered power sector.  

Nigeria has a total installed power generation capacity of 
16,384MW, but can only distribute not more than 4,000MW 
on most days, or even less. Available statistics show that pow-
er generation in the country reached its peak in 40 years at 
6,003MW daily on March 2, 2025, but it has since crashed to 
less than 4,000MW. Adelabu made the claim recently when 
members of the Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE) led by 
its President, Margaret Oguntola, paid him a courtesy visit in 
Abuja, to discuss areas of collaboration between NSE and the 
power ministry.  

It is high time government stopped playing politics with the 
power sector, a critical component of economic and industri-
al growth, and focus squarely on addressing the multifaceted 
challenges facing the ailing sector. It is ironical that while the 
power sector continues to experience sluggish growth due to 
inef昀椀ciency and cash 昀氀ow constraints, Nigerians and business 
operators are saddled with high tariffs, while Benin Republic 
and Togo get power steady supply from Nigeria on a 24-hour 
basis, according to reports from the Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN).  

According to the Nigeria Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (NERC), international bilateral electricity customers in 
Benin Republic and Togo owe Nigeria $8.84 million for en-
ergy consumed in the Q4 2024. The indebted foreign com-
panies in Benin off-taking power from Nigeria include Para-
BEE ($2.65million), Transcorp-SBEE Ughelli ($2.8million), 
ParaCEET($2.64million). Only Mainstream-NIGELEC in Togo 
has paid off its debt totaling $2.6million, according to invoice 

issued to NERC.   
Although there are reports of little improvement in the 

power stability in parts of the country, in particular, in the dis-
tribution segment to Discos, which received 7,420.6 Gwh, re-
昀氀ecting a billing ef昀椀ciency of 83.7 per cent. This represents a 
slight improvement of 82.2 per cent in Q3 2024, it is still below 
optimal levels. A recent United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals(SDGs) 7 tracking report, identi昀椀ed Nigeria as the 
“world’s largest energy de昀椀cit”, with 90 million people lacking 
access to electricity, surpassing Democratic Republic of Con-
go(70 million),  and Ethiopia, 58 million people. 

The report also reveals that self-generated power supply 
from diesel and petrol is estimated at 15,000MW. This results 
in high energy costs, further deepening the current economic 
disparities. The development is also reducing competitiveness 
of Nigerian industries in the global market. It is too early for 
the present administration to start beating its chest on the said 
achievement of the power sector. The truth is that the power 
sector has so far underperformed compared to the huge invest-
ment in the sector in recent years.  

We urge the Federal Government to give more encourage-
ment to  private electric power generators as a good alternative 
to power supply in the country, even though the DisCos have 
not lived up to expectations. They constantly complain about 
inadequate gas supply, aging infrastructure and maintenance 
challenges as limiting their ability to provide stable power sup-
ply. For example, transmission inef昀椀ciency has reportedly risen 
to 9.2 per cent, exceeding the 7 per cent Multi-Year Tariff Or-
der (MYTO) benchmark. This also highlights the frequent grid 
collapses due to infrastructure insuf昀椀ciency. All of this needs 
upgrade as well as addressing bureaucratic delays in executing 
transmission upgrades across the country. 

Government should address policy inconsistencies and lim-
ited private sector participation, all of which has worsened the 
sector’s perennial crisis, leading to sustainable growth dif昀椀cul-
ties. In all, government and its policymakers need reminding 
that the potential of the power sector in economic develop-
ment is such that nothing should be left to chance in revamp-
ing the sector. It is one of the prime considerations for both 
local and foreign investors in any country.

Power sector recurring crisis
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AHEAD of the 2027 general election, 
members of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Kaduna State are presently in 
cloud nine following the growing popular-
ity, organic love and acceptance of the state 
Governor, Senator Uba Sani, across the 
nooks and crannies of state. The APC is 
growing in leaps and bounds just as opposi-
tion parties are shrinking rapidly, particular-
ly in the Southern Kaduna zone in a manner 
that promises to hand the state to the APC 
in a platter come 2027. 

The recent mass defection in Southern 
Kaduna by loyalists of the Labour Party 
(LP) and the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) to the APC signals a seismic shift in 
party allegiance in the zone that has left the 
opposition in tatters.  The defectors can be 
described as “men of Timber and Calibre” 
in Nigerian political jargon. Among the 昀椀rst 
batch are Senator Danjuma Laar, Godfrey 
Ali Gaiya, and Ado Dogo Audu, all former 
members of the PDP. There were also 
House of Representatives Amos Gwamna 
Magaji and Donatus Mathew, as well as 
state legislators like Henry Marah Zakariah, 
Samuel Kambai Kozaq and Barrister Em-
manuel Kantiok.

All this took place at during the APC’s 
zonal rally in Kafanchan, Southern Kaduna. 
Thousands of party loyalists and supporters 
had gathered to pass a vote of con昀椀dence in 
the administration of Governor Uba Sani. 
It was simply massive. At yet another mega 
rally which held at the Murtala Muhammad 
Square, Kaduna, notable 昀椀gures such as 
Senator Shehu Sani, former governor of the 
state, Alhaji Muktar Ramalan Yero, Senator 
Suleiman Hunkuyi and many others too 
numerous to mention, hopped onto the 

APC train in the state.
Without being told, the openness, fair-

ness and equality with which Governor Uba 
Sani has been running the state counts for 
much among the people. The people of Ka-
duna now freely talk about the end of “po-
litical discrimination and near apartheid” 
to which the state was subjected in the past 
eight years of the previous administration 
of former Governor, Mallam Nasir El Rufai. 
A new sheriff in the person of Governor 
Uba Sani has come to demolish that which 
divides, segregates and impoverishes some 
people and uplifting others on the basis of 
religion, ethnicity, geo-political zone and 
party af昀椀liation.

A defector who spoke in Hausa nar-
rated how the APC was formed in the state 
by the coming together of seemingly like 
minds. He narrated how they were asked 
to come down from the bus along the road 
in a lonely bush and left there with nothing 
for more than seven years. He expressed 
joy and happiness that Governor Sani has 
brought back the party bus too come and 
pick them where they were abandoned 
because he recognized them as bona昀椀de 
members who founded the party in the 
state. He concluded by saying that all of 
them who suffered the humiliating fate in 
the hand of the previous administration will 
do everything possible to put smile on the 
face of the man who remembered them.

Apart from the political inclusivity 
approach by Governor Sani, his sterling 
perform in of昀椀ce in the last 22 months has 
been very encouraging and attractive to op-
position politicians in the state too want to 
identify with the governor and his party the 
APC. There is also the intractable in昀椀ghting 
within the other leading opposition parties 
of PDP and the LP causing supporters to 
quickly 昀椀gure out where their future politi-

cal career is guaranteed. Of course no one 
can blame anybody for joining the party of 
his choice at any time. It is a simple func-
tion of pragmatism; being on the safer side 
ahead of the next round of elections in 2027 
as the APC is perceived to be stronger at the 
national level than any opposition, alliance 
or not.

Governor Sani stated the obvious when 
he attributed the APC’s growing popularity 
and acceptance in Southern Kaduna and 
indeed the entire state to his administra-
tion’s commitment to justice and fairness. 
According to him, “APC is now taking over 
Southern Kaduna because my administra-
tion is anchored on justice. I am abiding 
by the oath of my of昀椀ce by being just to 
every segment of Kaduna State, irrespec-
tive of party af昀椀liation or ethno-religious 
background,” the Governor explained at the 
Kafanchan, Southern Kaduna rally.

And while addressing the crowd of 
party supporters at the Murtala Muham-

2027: Sani steers APC as opposition shrinks

IN a democracy, Presidents who want 
to be remembered for worthy causes 
often start by laying their plans with 
care and introspection, knowing that 
history certainly, will judge every leader. 
Secondly, great leaders don’t fail to game 
out what happens next or in the future. 
That means a deliberate effort to plan 
how to deal with several scenarios of 
unpleasant situations and gauge out 
the outcomes with informed decision-
making. Failing to do any or all of these 
situations, have led many presidents to 
run aground in the of昀椀ce. Some of them 
have ruined their country in the process 
because of lack of foresightedness.                               

It’s unfortunate, and indeed, disturb-
ing, that every incumbent president 
in Nigeria since 1999, seems to have 
been worse than his predecessor. I had 
thought that after 8 years as president, 
that Muhammadu Buhari would go 
down in history as the worst leader that 
Nigerians have had the misfortune of 
having. I also thought that no elected 
president after Buhari would surpass his 
unhidden crass nepotism. And I said so 
many times in this column.           But, 
time and circumstance seem to have 
proved me wrong. I never knew that 
in less than two years in of昀椀ce, Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu, who once prided 
himself as a democrat would push the 
envelope beyond what is acceptable in 
a democracy. Let’s not forget that as a 
presidential candidate, Tinubu was sold 
to Nigerian voters as a magic bullet, if 
elected, would revitalise our economy 
that Buhari  left in ruins, and 昀椀nd solu-
tions to intractable insecurity across the 

country.      
It was also believed that if elected 

President, Tinubu will unite us rather 
than divide us, ensure inclusivity and 
stability in the polity. He was falsely 
packaged as someone who will make 
better things happen, and prevent worse 
things from happening, a leader who 
will reduce economic hardship and 
make Nigerians feel a sense of belong-
ing. Now, we have the worst things 
unimaginable happening in Nigeria. 
That’s why Eedris Abdukareem’s protest 
song, “Tell your Papa”, a rallying cry 
against the extreme hardship in the 
country, remains relevant, despite the 
ban by the National Broadcasting Com
mission(NBC).                       

As Novel Laureate Prof Wole Soyinka 
said, the ban represents a return to the 
“culture of censorship and a threat to 
right of free expression. I suspect that 
a time may pretty soon come when 
husbands will take permission from Aso 
Rock’ before they sleep with their wives. 
Beyond this, insecurity is squeezing 
everyone to a corner. The country risks 
being overrun by terrorists. Lt-Gen. TY 
Danjuma has complained bitterly about 
the present danger, not only in his home 
state of Taraba.                               

Plateau state is still boiling. Sunday 
Sun(April 13) said it all in its front page, 
“Nigerians are losing hope as situation 
worsens nationwide”. On all counts, and 
in less than two years, Nigeria is collaps-
ing under Tinubu’s watch. Democracy is 
threatened more than ever before. And, 
you ask, why? Was Tinubu sold to Ni-
gerian voters in 2023 as an overblown, 
complex solution to Nigeria’s problems?                   

In almost two years since he was 
sworn in, his policies have made worse 
things happen in virtually every sector 
of our national life. Like a bikini that re-
veals more than it can hide, Tinubu has 
shown us by his actions, who he truly is, 
a president for a section of the country, 
not a president for all Nigerians. His key 
political appointments tell the story: Of 
about 140 key political appointments, 
over 80 are Yoruba. That’s why someone 
came up with a headline last week, “All 
hail President of the Yoruba nation”. 
This is not far from the truth, despite 
desperate attempts by some of his media 
aides to the contrary.                                           

Their denial was  in response to the 
allegation by Sen. Ali Ndume(Borno 
North), of lopsided political appoint-
ments by the president in favour from 
his ethnic stock. Evidence supports 
Ndume’s  claims.  Clearly, the lopsided 
nature of choice political appointments, 
is one of the telling signature policies of 
Tinubu presidency. As  Sen.Ndume and 
others have said, this is in breach of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic, 
and a clear violation of federal character 
principle enshrined in the Constitution, 
speci昀椀cally section 14(3).              

That section says that the “composi-
tion of the Government of the Fed-
eration or any of its agencies and the 
conduct of its affairs shall be carried out 
in such a manner as to re昀氀ect the fed-
eral character of Nigeria and the need to 
promote national unity, and also to com-
mand national loyalty, thereby ensuring 
that there shall be no predominance of 
persons from few states or from a few 
ethnic or other sectional groups in that 

government or in any of its agencies”.                  
The South East is the worst marginal-

ized in political appointments in Ti-
nubu’s government. Does the President 
has some scores to settle with the Igbo? 
Sen. Enyinnaya Abaribe was strikingly 
accurate when he described the presi-
dent’s high-handedness against the Igbo 
as “renewed shege”. Loosely translated, 
it means to deal heartlessly with some-
one for no justi昀椀able reason. Again, 
why, in spite of the clear provision of 
section 14(3), has the president con-
tinued to violate the provisions of the 
Constitution that he swore to uphold? 
The answer is in the Egyptian proverb: 
They asked Pharaoh, what made you a 
tyrant”? He answered, “because nobody 
stopped me”.                                                    

That was what made the President to 
declare emergency rule in Rivers state, 
and removed the elected Governor, 
the Deputy and  members of the state 
legislature in clear breach of relevant 
sections of the Constitution. All of these 
unhealthy developments are red 昀氀ags 
of a collapsing nation. What are these 
signs?  A recent research by Dambise 
Muyo, a respected global economist, 
itemised these signs to include weaker 
voter participation, too much in昀氀uence 
of money in  politics, weakening the 
pillars of democracy, overbearing in昀氀u-
ence of the Executive arm, a weaker and 
pliable at the dictates of the rich and 
powerful. Every institution of relevance 
to democracy appears to have been 
bought.     

Other signs are political corruption, 

mad Square in Kaduna, he noted that that: 
“Someone who joins APC today and the 
one who has been a foundation member 10 
years ago, they are of the same status. They 
will enjoy the same rights and privileges.” 
He then went on to promise that his admin-
istration will execute projects in all parts of 
Kaduna State, regardless of party af昀椀liations 
and ethno-religious considerations just as he 
has been doing since day one in of昀椀ce. He 
emphasized that: “Politics is different from 
governance. We will be fair to all, whether 
or not they voted for us, because that is the 
oath of of昀椀ce that we swore to uphold as 
leaders.”

Waxing liturgical, the Governor re-
minded the crowd that leaders will be held 
accountable on the last day when they face 
their creator and would be made to account 
for how they led the people whom God 
had entrusted in their care while here on 
earth. Governor Sani then challenged the 
new members to tell their supporters of the 
readiness of APC to accept them into the 
party, as its doors in the state are still open 
to accept more defectors.

The implication for the opposition is 
clearly written on the wall – no amount 
of alliance in the state can undo what has 
already been done by the APC. Kaduna 
State is safely in the kitty for the ruling party 
both at the centre and the state. It is in this 
regard that political analysts are expressing 
pity and concern for the immediate past 
governor of the state – Nasir El-Rufai, who 
has suddenly now found himself in the 
opposition camp. It is being said loudly in 

By Mahmud Bashir Gada

• Continued on www.thesun.ng
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bers of the community? 
We must start by removing the idea that Yorùbá 

belongs only to a certain class of people or is con昀椀ned 
to rural areas. The language is for everyone, whether 
you’re in Ibadan or Indianapolis. 

Accessibility must be intentional. This means 
building more digital platforms, providing low-cost 
or free learning resources, and training teachers who 
understand diverse learner needs. This also means that 
people need to stop seeing teaching Yoruba online as a 
get-rich-quick scheme. On the part of learners, It also 
means removing shame. Too many adults, especially 
in the diaspora, are embarrassed to learn because 
they think it’s too late. It’s not. If anything, the more 
inclusive we are, the more powerful the movement 
becomes.

We need media, education systems, and cultural 
events that welcome everyone into the Yorùbá world, 
regardless of age, background, or 昀氀uency level. Inclu-
sivity looks like adding Yoruba subtitles on streaming 
platforms, hosting language clubs in diaspora cities, 
and making learning materials for people with disabili-
ties. Culture thrives where access exists. Inclusivity is 
not about lowering the bar; it’s about opening the gate.

How can education in Yoruba language and 

culture empower women and children in the 

community? 
As I mentioned earlier, a Yoruba person who knows 

how to speak their language already won the battle 
that may be posed by self-identity. When people are 
taught to speak their mother tongue from young, they 
have a sense of self, they know who they are. They 
become unstoppable. That’s what learning Yoruba 
gives everyone, especially women and children: a 
sense of rootedness. For women, it aids their indig-
enous duty of safeguarding their heritage and roots 
them as natural leaders they are supposed to be. For 
children, it builds their self-esteem early. They grow up 
knowing that their language isn’t just a local dialect or 
a vernacular; it’s a world-class system of thought and 
communication.

What initiatives or programs do you think 

would be most e昀昀ective in promoting language 
and cultural education among women and 

children? 

to children’s content online. They 
teach these children and often 
know what kind of content we need 
more of.

At my online school (Alámọọjá 
Yorùbá), I’ve seen 昀椀rsthand how 
our comprehensive Yorùbá learn-
ing program transformed women 
who once felt disconnected from 
their heritage. One of our students 
came in with zero knowledge of the 
language and a lot of shame around 
that gap because her parents never 
taught her to speak Yoruba. Today, 
she’s not just 昀氀uent; she coaches 
Hollywood actors to speak Yorùbá 
for 昀椀lm roles. That’s what happens 
when identity meets empower-
ment.

How can we address the 

challenges faced by women 

and children in accessing edu-

cation and cultural resources in 

Yoruba language? 
The barriers to learning Yoruba 

are real, we have issues of limited 
appropriate resources, lack of time 
(on the part of learners), lack of 
trained instructors, and digital di-
vides. One of the issues we continue 
to face is that people still cannot 
differentiate between teaching Yo-
ruba as a second/foreign language 
(to someone who did not grow up 
speaking it) and teaching Yoruba to 
native speakers. The solutions are 
within reach. While we need poli-
cies that prioritize teaching Yoruba 
in South-West Nigerian schools, we 
also need to train more educators to 
be able to teach Yoruba as a second/
foreign language.

This is one of the reasons I’ve 
been so committed to training fe-
male Yorùbá educators. I know the 
ripple effect is generational. Some 
of the women I’ve trained and men-
tored now run their own Yorùbá 
schools and build safe spaces for 
children, shaping identities, and 
preserving culture in ways that are 
deeply local and powerfully global.

(Continued on www.sunnewsonline.com)

DAMILOLA Adebonojo is a passionate advocate for 
the Yoruba language and culture, working to promote 
its importance and relevance in modern society par-
ticularly among younger generations

She is a Ph.D. student in Comparative Literature 
and Intercultural Studies at the University of Georgia, 
with a focus on translating women’s works in Yoruba 
literature ¹.

Damilola,  who also founded Alámọọjá Yorùbá, a 
startup providing Yoruba language services, including 
translation and subtitles for Yoruba movies and has 
co-developed MENYO-20k, a multi-domain English-
Yoruba corpus for machine translation and domain 
adaptation has won many awards. She has been recog-
nized by the African Language Teachers Association 
and UGA’s Of昀椀ce of Instruction for her contributions 
to Yoruba language education

In this interview with Daily Sun, Damilola said that 
Yoruba women are the living archives of their cultural 
heritage as they have always passed down the language 
and values. For, her, when we empower them with 
tools to teach and preserve the language, the ripple 
effect touches generations.

 
How do you think the preservation of Yoruba 

language and culture can bene昀椀t women and 
children in the community? 

When people understand their identity, they 
become unstoppable. Yoruba language education 
provides this sense of rootedness, especially for women 
and children. For women, it opens doors to leadership, 
entrepreneurship, and global opportunities in 昀椀elds 
like education, translation, and cultural consultancy. 
I know women who have created Yoruba language 
schools abroad as a result of them being taught their 
language as a child. That’s what happens when women 
embrace their heritage, they not only strengthen their 
personal growth, they also empower entire commu-
nities. For children, learning their language builds 
self-esteem from an early age. They grow up knowing 
their language isn’t just a “local dialect” — it’s a rich, 
world-class system of thought and communication, 
full of history and wisdom. By instilling this knowl-
edge, we’re setting them on a path to con昀椀dently 
navigate the world.

What role do you believe women play in 

passing down cultural traditions and language 

to younger generations? 
In the Yoruba context, women’s 昀椀rst duties are 

as the custodians of our culture. It is the reason 
our people say, “ọmọ tó bá dára ni ti bàbá rọọ.” It is 
believed that a child that hasn’t been well trained 
ends up becoming their mother’ baggage and so from 
lullabies to eulogies, to food preparation to proverbs 
shared during chores, women have always passed 
down our language and values. When we empower 
women with tools to teach and preserve the language, 
the ripple effect touches generations. And when I 
say empowering women, I mean empowering our 
children, the girl-child especially. Teaching them the 
culture is paramount. The child of today will become 
the mother, aunty, or grandma who will transfer our 
culture to the children of tomorrow. A Yoruba woman 
is a living archive of her heritage.

How can we ensure that Yoruba language 

and culture are preserved and promoted in a 

way that is inclusive and accessible to all mem-

By  Josfyn Uba

We need a multi-level approach. 
At the grassroots level, back here at 
home for native speakers, having 
community language and cultural 
hubs is highly recommended. I like 
what Lagos state is currently doing 
with the J.Randle Centre for Yorùbá 
Culture and History. We need more 
of it. Places like these should serve 
as safe spaces for cultural learning. 
For instance, the majority of Yoruba 
native speakers are not Yoruba 
literates. Very many people can 
speak Yoruba 昀氀uently, but when it is 
time to write or read in Yoruba, you 
would be surprised how many can 
actually do that. We need initiatives 
like our free Yoruba reading club 
and paid Yorùbá reading school at 
Alámọọjá Yorùbá that address this 
problem.

In our South-West Nigerian 
schools, Yorùbá should not be a sub-
ject that students can opt out of. It 
should be a requirement for school-
ing in the South-West. I once taught 
at a school in Lekki Lagos where 
Yoruba was treated like an optional 
language and inferior to other lan-
guages like French, Spanish, etc. 
Yoruba is supposed to be more 
than just a subject; it should be a 
medium for learning other subjects 
too. I am particularly pleased that 
so many of my colleagues online 
now do what our government has 
failed to implement. I see people 
teach complex subjects like Science, 
Chemistry, and even Arti昀椀cial Intel-
ligence in Yoruba.

To be honest,  the Yoruba digital 
space is currently thriving, but we 
need newer ideas instead of repeti-
tion of what is already done. We 
need to collaborate more to create 
culturally rich content tailored to 
women. There’s nothing wrong 
with Yoruba contents that focus 
on women’s issues, like Women’s 
health for example. For children, 
a lot is on YouTube. I recommend 
that these content creators consult 
Yoruba professionals for appropri-
ateness and unique ideas. Yoruba 
tutors should be active contributors 

•Adebonojo

“When people understand 
their identity, they become 

unstoppable. Yoruba 
language education provides 

this sense of rootedness, 
especially for women and 
children. For women, it 

opens doors to leadership, 
entrepreneurship, and global 

opportunities in fields like 
education, translation, and 

cultural consultancy.”
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Yoruba women, living 
archives of cultural 
heritage…empower 
them to touch 
generations –Adebonojo, 
Yoruba language advocate
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By Gabriel Dike

ABOUT 14,000 approved public and 
private secondary schools and over 
one million students nationwide are 
making final preparations to sit for two 
major terminal examinations. They are 
May/June 2025 West African Senior 
School Certificate Examination (WAS-
SCE) and the Senior School Certificate 
Examination (SSCE).

Also, over two million students are 
working towards writing the 2025 Uni-
fied Tertiary Matriculation Examina-
tion (UTME) to secure admissions. 

Students are expected to obtain five 
credits including English Language 
and General Mathematics as well as 
a high score in the UTME to stand a 
chance of securing admission in the 
university, polytechnic or college of 
education. The UTME will start from 
Friday, April 25, to Monday, May 5, 
2025.

Schools have moved the SS111 
students to special coaching classes, 
in some cases including Saturday 
and Sunday sessions for schools with 
boarding facilities.

Parents are not left out as some hired 
private teachers for their wards at 
home to take them on specific subjects.

Daily Sun learnt that during the first 
and second term breaks, some schools 
engaged their SS111 students in prepa-
ration for the external exams.

The West African Examinations 
Council (WAEC) and the National Ex-
aminations Council (NECO) released 
their time-tables long ago. The Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation Board 
(JAMB), recently announced date for 
the matriculation exam where over 
two million candidates applied.

WAEC timetable revealed that 
the school examination will start on 
Tuesday, April 29, 2025, with Food and 
Nutrition and Home Management. It 
ends on Friday, June 20, 20e5, with 
Fisheries and Crop Husbandry and 

SEASON OF EXAMS

the gaps."
Adenike Solaja has an SS111 student 

at Bright International Academy, 
Bariga, Lagos. Her son moved to the 
school for the coaching clinic class 
ahead of the WASSCE and UTME 
exams under the supervision of senior 
subject teachers.

She told Daily Sun that the fee for 
the coaching clinic class was paid 
alongside the school fee and that 
experienced external teachers were 
engaged to prepare the students.

Another KC parent, who wants his 
name withheld, said he was in support 
of the PTA special classes because his 
son in 2024 benefitted from the session 
and was ready to pay the N40, 000 but 
that some parents complained about 
the high fee demanded by the PTA:

"The N40, 000 generated ripples 
among parents leading to its cancel-
lation." He had to engage a private 
tutor to prepare his daughter in some 
specific subjects.

Educationists interven  
President, Association of Formidable 

Educational Development (AFED), 
Emmanuel Oji, described examination 
in Nigeria as a big thing like in other 
countries: "Because it gives credence 
and puts evidence to years of hard 
work. Gives direction to students’ ca-
reer line and provides opportunities for 
schools in making decisions concern-
ing students. 

"The process of preparing SS 111 
students must be taken seriously. 
Examination and its success beam 
searchlight on different players and the 
expectations. By now, final students 
will be engaged in intensive revision 
and provides them with structured 
revision schedules, practice exams and 
feedback to help them identify areas 
for improvement.

"Regular practice of exams and as-
sessments can help students familiarise 
themselves with the exam format, 

Horticulture.
The SSCE timetable exams com-

mence with Physical Education and 
other practical papers from Monday 16 
to June 20, 2025. English Language and 
General Mathematics will be written on 
Wednesday, July 2 and Wednesday, July 
16 respectively.

Some Federal Government Colleges 
are organising special classes for their 
SS 111 students for WASSCE, UTME 
and SSCE at N40,000 per student. In 
some private schools, the cost for the 
special coaching classes was included 
in the fees paid to prepare the SS111 
students.

The issue of payment of N40,000 
generated ripples in King's College, 
Lagos. Some parents kicked against it 
and queried their PTA executives for the 
high cost.

Following stiff opposition, the KC 
PTA dropped the idea, forcing parents 
to make private arrangements for their 
wards.

Some withdrew their wards at the end 
of SS111 for a one year tutorial class for 
WASSCE, SS111 and UTME.

Some special schools in Oshodi, Ikeja, 
Ikoyi, Fagba, Ogba, Port Harcourt, 
Benin, Abuja, Awka, Aba, Owerri and 
Onitsha provide accommodation and 
feeding for students. Students in such 
schools are coached by seasoned WAEC 
exam markers and subject specialists.

Parents' preparations 
A guardian with a ward in KC, Ad-

ekunle (surname withheld) told Daily 
Sun that he hired two teachers, one for 
science subjects and another for English 
Language. His decision was based on 
the cancellation of a special class by the 
PTA of King's College: "Some parents 
questioned the PTA executives on the 
rationale to pay N40, 000 per child for 
the special coaching classes. 

"Following the disagreement, the new 
principal stopped the special classes. 
Some of us had to engage teachers to fill 

nSchools, students in final preparations for WASSCE, 
UTME, NECO, parents hire private tutors

identify areas for improvement and 
build confidence.

"Schools are advised to identify areas 
where students need improvement and 
focus on those topics, learn effective 
exam strategies, such as time manage-
ment, question selection, and answer 
planning.

"Schools should also ensure that 
exam materials are stored securely and 
distributed only to authorised person-
nel as well as guarantee student safety 
during exams.

"Security in some very volatile com-
munities especially as being experi-
enced in the North and East is a key 
concern for worries. Authorities must 
be deliberate at ensuring that safety 
and security concerns are adequately 
addressed."

An educationist and retired teacher, 
Mr. Samuel Obadina, defended the 
special classes for SS111 students. He 
said most schools bring experienced 
subject teachers who are either serving 
or retired WASSCE markers:

"Special classes involve going 
through past questions with the 
students and guiding them on how to 
answer the questions based on experi-
ence as a former WAEC marker."

Students speak 
Two SS111 students of a special 

school in Ikoyi, Lagos, Samson and 
Alabi (surname withheld) said the 
preparation class includes Saturday 
and Sunday with subject teachers 
taking turns to treat past questions of 
WASSCE and UTME.

Maryanne, SS111 student of a private 
school at Fagba' Ogba, Lagos, said after 
her first term, the school collapsed 
the final year class to a special tutorial 
session: "The school moved SS111 
students to the boarding facilities for 
an all-round session with experienced 
teachers in different subject areas, who 
are involved in marking WASSCE and 
SSCE answer scripts."

•Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, Registrar, JAMB •Dr. Amos Dangut, Head of National Of-
fice, WAEC

Prof. Ibrahim Wushishi, Registrar, NECO
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THE Governing Council, Lagos State 
University of Science and Technology 
(LASUSTECH), Ikorodu (formerly Lagos 
State Polytechnic (LASPOTECH) has dis-
missed two current and a former union 
leaders over alleged sexual harassment 
against female students.

However, the decision is generating 
ripples among teaching and non-teaching 
staff of the university with some insinuat-
ing they were victimized for their stand 
on certain issues.

The dismissal of the three union lead-
ers was the subject of discussion among 
LASUSTECH staff on Friday, April 11 and 
Monday 14th.

A senior staff told Daily Sun that the 
panel did not recommend the sack of the 
three staff but demotion. He insisted the 
university management in昀氀uenced the 
decision.

Vice Chancellor of LASUSTECH, 
Olumuyiwa Odusanya did not response 
to our Correspondent calls and What-
sApp message sent to the VC’s phone to 
seek his reaction to allegation against the 
management. 

LASUSTECH Public Relations Of昀椀cer, 
Mr. Lanre Kuye, who con昀椀rmed the sack, 
insisted that due process was followed 
and debunked the insinuation that the 

university management in昀氀uenced the 
decision. 

The governing council led by Prof. Ra-
sheed Ojikutu, approved their dismissal 
after the submission of a report by the 
Staff Disciplinary Committee (SDC), 
which investigated the allegations against 
the three staff.

The three dismissed staff are members 
of the Academic Staff Union of Universi-
ties (ASUU), National Association of 
Academic of Technologist (NAAT) and 
a former scribe of the Academic Staff 

THE Federal Government’s 
Digital Bridge Institute (DBI) 
continues to advance digital 
skills inclusivity in Nigeria by 
graduating a second cohort 
of persons with disabilities 
(PWDs), after a nine-month 
intensive training programme.

A total of 49 graduates 
were celebrated across two 
campuses, 24 from the Lagos 
campus and 25 from the Kano 
campus.

DBI, a government-owned 
institute under the National 
Communications Commission 
(NCC), has campuses in Abu-
ja, Kano, Lagos, and Enugu. 
This cohort, in partnership 
with Sightsavers International, 

By Gabriel Dike

THE Vice Chancellor, 
Babcock University (BU) 
Ilishan-Remo, Ogun 
State, Prof. Ademola 
Tayo, has tasked the 
2025 Charis graduat-
ing students to take full 
advantage of the career 
fair to network and tap 
from the experiences of 
speakers from different 
industries.

The career fair 
was organized by the 
Department of Alumni 
and Connectivity, class 
sponsors, and graduating 
class executives, brought 
together BU alumni and 

Union of Polytechnics (ASUP).
The dismissed staff are Nurudeen Has-

san, current protem Financial Secretary 
of ASUU, from the Department of Mass 
Communication, Olayinka Uthman of the 
Department of Arts Design, was former 
scribe of ASUP and current chairman of 
NAAT and Kareem Arigbabu, from the 
Department of Arts Design, he was also a 
former Secretary of ASUP.

Daily Sun gathered that the three aca-
demic staff were issued their sack letters 

highlights the transformative 
power of education in enabling 
PWDs to thrive in the digital 
economy.

Notably, this is the second of 
such graduation in Africa, after 
a similar initiative in Kenya, 
also supported by Sightsavers.

The IT Bridge Academy 

industry experts to share 
their experiences and 
give insights to the gradu-
ating students how they 
have fared on their own.

Prof. Tayo, who 
declared the programme 
opened, said the career 
fair is more than a gather-
ing but one to prepare the 
graduating Charis class 

offers PWDs a vital opportu-
nity to acquire essential digital 
skills and certi昀椀cations. It 
proves that, with the right sup-
port, people with disabilities 
can overcome barriers and 
excel in the often-exclusionary 
digital space.

for the future and know 
about the labour market, 
which they would soon 
face.

He disclosed that the 
career fair is BU's effort 
to bridge the gaps be-
tween the graduating stu-
dents and the industries.

Stories by Gabriel Dike

THE Congress of University Academ-
ics (CONUA) on Monday accused the 
Federal Government Renegotiation 
Committee of excluding the union from 
the ongoing renegotiation of the 2009 
agreement.

In a statement signed by the National 
President of CONUA, Dr. Niyi Sun-
monu, expressed concern and surprise 
at the recent circulation of a letter, 
dated April 4th, 2025, addressed to the 
Academic Staff Union of Universities 
(ASUU), indicating that the committee 
chaired by Alhaji Yayale Ahmed, has 
submitted its report on the renegotiation 
of the 2009 agreement without engaging 
the union.

He said: “This development is both 
surprising and disappointing, particular-
ly because CONUA had earlier received 
a formal letter of invitation from the 
Minister of Education, dated 20 Decem-
ber 2024, directing the Committee to 
engage with the Union.

“However, up till the time of this 
release, CONUA has not been invited 
to make any submission or contribution 
to the renegotiation process. The union 
wonders how it was possible for a com-
mittee to jettison the mandate of a Min-

ister who put the Committee in place in 
this important national assignment.”

Sunmonu made a passionate ap-
peal to the Minister of Education, Dr. 
Olatunji Alausa, to urgently look into 
the exclusion of CONUA and correct 
this oversight, adding, “the continued 
exclusion of CONUA could erode the 
fragile stability currently enjoyed by the 
academic system and trigger avoidable 
discontent among staff.”

He disclosed that part of the potential 

backlash includes the disruption of the 
relatively smooth academic calendar that 
the Nigerian public university system 
has enjoyed over the past two years, a 
feat that has been made possible, in part, 
by CONUA’s principled stance on non-
disruptive unionism.

“It is important to underscore that the 
2009 agreement was entered into on 
behalf of all academic staff in Nigerian 
universities as at that time. With the 
current existence of three recognized 
academic unions, it is imperative that all 
stakeholders be carried along in matters 
relating to the welfare and conditions of 
service of their members.

“The exclusion of CONUA, a regis-
tered and legitimate union, from such a 
crucial process undermines principles of 
fairness, inclusiveness, and democratic 
engagement, as enshrined in the ILO 
convention and rati昀椀ed by the Federal 
Government of Nigeria, within the uni-
versity system,” Sunmonu stated.

According to him, the renegotia-
tion of the 2009 agreement is not just 
about revisiting past commitments, but 
about shaping the future of academic 
labour relations, service conditions, and 
institutional stability in Nigeria’s higher 
education sector.

NUC organises workshop 
to incorporate 12 omitted 
courses in CCMAS

THE National Universities Commission (NUC) 
recently began a workshop for the development 
of Core Curriculum and Minimum Academic 
Standards (CCMAS) for 12 new programmes that 
were either outstanding or omitted during the 
earlier review of the curriculum in the Nigerian 
University System (NUS).

As expected, upon the conclusion of the exer-
cise, the programmes will be incorporated in the 
CCMAS for the various disciplines where they 
belonged to, in the Nigerian Universities.

Declaring the workshop open, the Executive 
Secretary, NUC, Prof. Abdullahi Yusufu Ribadu, 
reminded participants that the commission has 
the powers to lay down minimum standards for all 
Universities and other degree awarding institu-
tions in the country as well as the accreditation of 
their degrees and other academic awards, which 
is vested on it by Section 10 (1) of the Education 
(National Minimum Standards and Establish-
ment of Institutions) Act, Cap. E3, Laws of the 
Federation, 2004 (formerly Act No. 16 of 1985 
as amended). He stated that the exercise is being 
carried out because the Commission had received 
a number of requests for the development of new 
curriculum from universities and professional 
bodies after it had embarked on a comprehensive 
curriculum review exercise that lasted for over 
two years.

Prof. Ribadu noted that the submissions were 
analysed to ascertain their viability and market-
ability as academic programmes and eventually 12 
programmes in all were selected which includes: 
Arti昀椀cial Intelligence, Classical Christian Educa-
tion, Community Health Science, Cooperative 
Economics and Management Studies, Doctor of 
Medical Laboratory Science, Geomatics Engineer-
ing, Intelligence and Security Studies, Parasitology 
and Entomology, Sports Management, Tele-
communication Science, Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene, and Islamic Economics and Finance.

The executive secretary pointed out that the 
landscape of education and knowledge is rapidly 
evolving, demanding a curriculum that not only 
imparts knowledge but also cultivates critical 
thinking, adaptability, and innovation, which 
requires that Nigerian students are equipped with 
the 21st century skills, employability skills and 
self-reliance needed to thrive in a dynamic world.

He urged the reviewers to bring in valuable in-
sights and their expertise as experienced resource 
persons and subject experts in order to draw a be-
昀椀tting curriculum for the new programmes bear-
ing in mind the nation’s desire for local content/
uniqueness in tandem with global best practices.

The NUC scribe advised them to make useful 
suggestions that would strengthen any weak areas 
that they might identify other than criticising 
it as being bad. He informed the distinguished 
panelists that NUC acknowledge and appreciate 
their efforts, sacri昀椀ces and services over the years, 
especially when called on National assignment of 
this nature, tasking them to continue to give their 
best as always while pledging that the Commis-
sion would not at any time take such commitment 
for granted.
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Graduating students
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L-R: Eromosele, Prof. Tayo. Olajide-Wusu 
and Durosinmi-Etti at the fair

•Dr. Olatunji Alausa

FG's DBI empowers PWDs with IT 
skills, graduates 49 students

Career fair: BU prepares graduating 
students for the future

Exclusion of CONUA in renegotiation of agreement 
threat to varsity stability –Sunmonu

LASUSTECH: Ripples over dismissal of ASUU, 
NAAT, ASUP officials for misconduct
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IN his inaugural speech on May 29 2023, 
Bola Tinubu, heralded his era with a 
stunning 昀椀ve-word policy declaration, 
“The fuel subsidy is gone”. That, as it 
has turned out, marked the beginning 
of an unprecedented economic travail, 
which Nigeria is still grappling with. 
Whether fuel subsidy is truly gone, or 
not, is another issue, all together, but 
that is beside the point here. Tinubu’s 
supporters and indeed, he himself, 
continue to contend that his introduction 
to his presidency re昀氀ect courage. Yet, 
others insist, he did not appreciate the 
import of what he said. All that is another 
topic.

Not long after his inauguration, 
Tinubu turned his attention to the 
country’s diplomatic 昀椀eld. He may not 
have used exactly the same words that he 
used for fuel subsidy, but the de昀椀nitive 
order was no different. As he seemed 
to declare; Nigeria’s ambassadors are 
gone! Thus, was all the ambassadors 
and representatives of Nigeria abroad 
recalled. Gone! Two years down the line, 
the prime seats at the foreign missions 
abroad remain empty.

As with the removal of fuel subsidy, 
the recall of the ambassadors must 
be yielding bountiful savings for the 
government. Two years after, the actual 
昀椀gures and real worth of savings from the 
removal of fuel subsidy remain uncertain. 
Different government of昀椀cials, from 
the president himself to his 昀椀nance 
minister and Central Bank governors, as 
well, as other of昀椀cials down the ladder, 

of ECOWAS under his watch, with the 
pulling away of Burkina Faso, Chad 
and Niger Republic, will remain an 
indictment on him, for all times. While 
the import of the absence of Nigerian 
ambassadors in various countries, may 
not easily be quanti昀椀ed, there is no 
doubt, that the cost is substantial.

It is against this backdrop that 
the recent report in the media of 
nominations made by the government, to 
昀椀ll vacant ambassadorial positions, is, at 
once, disappointing and alarming. Even 
as it is known that for Tinubu, politics 
trumps every other consideration, yet 
some of the names that were reported to 
have been nominated by his presidency, 
to be Nigeria’s ambassadors in foreign 
countries, smack of national sabotage. 
There must be a limit to ‘job for the boys’. 

Nigeria is in a very precarious situation 
at the moment, economically, politically 
and in every other sense imaginable. 
A vehicle that is running late for an 
appointment, should avoid having 
accident on the way, as well, in the wise 
counsel of a sage. That will be a serious 
double jeopardy. 

It is well and good that the 
government has repudiated the reported 
ambassadorial nominations, but you 
just never seem to know with this 
government. With them, what ought 
not to be, become and things that 
seem logical, somehow never come 
to pass. There must be some farms 
at home to settle entities that are in 
need of succour. It will amount to a 

reprehensible display of disdain, not 
just for foreign service, but for the 
country, at such a critical period as this, 
if ambassadorial posting now becomes 
a dumping ground for characters who 
are deemed unsuitable for important 
administrative appointments at home. 
This, actually, is a most appropriate time 
for the best of personalities, citizens of 
stature and character to be appointed to 
ambassadorial seats abroad. Alongside 
experienced hands from the foreign 
service, quality persons that will draw 
respect and deference in foreign lands are 
needed as ambassadors at the moment. 
Anything that can be done to shore up 
the pro昀椀le and reckoning of Nigeria 
abroad, should be done at this point in 
time.

Nigerians abroad, whether students, 
professionals or business persons, as well 
as traf昀椀cked girls and the ones in prison, 
are presently not having the best of time 
at the hands of their representatives in 
foreign lands. Citizens in needs abroad, 
hardly receive robust and helpful 
representation by their embassies in 
many countries. Reports from various 
countries speak of citizens who are 
literally, on their own. 

Interestingly, in many instances these 
days, when Nigerians are in trouble 
abroad, they tend to look towards 
Nigerians in Diaspora Commission. That, 
more or less, is an aberration. Resolving 
diplomatic and sundry problems of 

continue to bandy 昀椀gures of savings that 
have purportedly accrued from removal 
of fuel subsidy. Not surprisingly, the 
government of昀椀cials have not shown any 
interest in reconciling gains from savings 
from subsidy removal and losses through 
closure of businesses and the such, also 
derived from the same removal of fuel 
subsidy.

At the diplomatic 昀椀eld, where the 
absence of ambassadors must have also 
saved substantial money for the country, 
nobody seems ready to count the cost, 
the enormous implications, of the 
country being without ambassadors, for a 
stretch of two years. May be Nigeria does 
not really need ambassadors and high 
commissioners. It is possible, considering 
that the country is no longer in a position 
to wield power and in昀氀uence on the 
international arena. That era in her 
history, when Nigeria’s voice carried 
weight, and almost all of the world 
reckoned with where she stood on global 
affairs, is now, to all intents and purposes, 
a part of history. 

Even on the African continent, once, 
the famed centre-piece of Nigeria’s 
foreign policy, as it was common put, a 
zone where her star shone so intensely 
and her in昀氀uence undisputedly pre-
eminent, the aura is gone, too. In 
the West African sub-region too. The 
gross decline of Nigeria, at home and 
abroad, should stand as a lesson on how 
devastating poor leadership can be.

Whatever Tinubu’s legacy may be at 
the end of the day, the virtual dismantling 

TWO years, in the next two weeks, 
into the regime of Nigeria’s president, 
Alhaji Bola Ahmed Tinubu, losers of 
the 2023 presidential election who 
contested against him, as well as those 
who 昀椀ercely opposed his suitability for 
the presidency ab initio, are not letting 
go. They have tried everything in the 
books to distract our dear ruler without 
much success. At the presidential 
election tribunal in 2023, they threw 
everything at him including accusing 
him of forging his name, his university 
certi昀椀cates, claiming an alumnus of 
schools he never attended, and being 
involved in cocaine deals in the 1990s. 
None of the mud thrown at him 
stuck. The venerated justices of the 
Supreme Court (never mind that some 
ignoramuses who do not know that the 
law is an ass prefer to call it Supreme 
Cult) ensured that nothing untoward 
happened to the widely accepted 
candidate, a man after the hearts of 
a majority of Nigerians at that time, 
and even up till today. The justices 
demonstrated that they were heads and 
shoulders above our revered justices 
of blessed memories including Kayode 
Eso, Chukwudifu Oputa, Alfa Belgore, 
among others. 

Those bent on destroying our 
country ensured that Tinubu was fully 
distracted with multiple litigations 

in the United States’ law courts after 
Nigeria’s ‘Independent’ National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) correctly 
and courageously awarded him the 
presidency after a fair, free, and 
credible election which was devoid 
of any controversies. Both domestic 
and foreign election observers had in 
a rare unanimity given the conduct 
of that poll and the result it produced 
a clean bill of health. Though the 
result of the election was declared 
in the wee hours of March 1, 2023 
(about 4am), in spite of the fact that 
the INEC had assured a few hours 
earlier that collation of the same result 
will continue on the same March 1, 
Nigerians still managed to pour out 
onto the streets of the country, from 
the south east, south south, south 
west, north central, north west and 
north east, to celebrate Tinubu’s win 
a few minutes after 4am. Nigerians 
celebrated his victory like drunken 
sailors, and gave kudos to the electoral 
commission for the conduct of the 
freest and fairest election since 1993. 
And since that spontaneous celebration 
two years ago, it has been an unbroken 
chain of celebrations because the 
man over whom Nigerians rejoiced 
had kept faith with his campaign 
promises to turn the fortunes of the 
country around, arrest its economic 
decline, provide enabling environment 

for employment especially for the 
youths, stabilise the value of the Naira, 
tame the galloping in昀氀ation, tackle 
insecurity head on, stop the industrial 
scale theft of our crude oil, and give 
corruption a bloody nose. In less than 
two years, the living standards and 
conditions of Nigerians have been on a 
rapid rise, and these have been making 
our people heady with pride. The 
ugly tagging of Nigeria as the poverty 
capital of the world has since been 
erased. If our country is no longer the 
poverty capital of the globe because of 
the relentless war on poverty by the 
crusading Tinubu regime, do not ask 
me which country inherited the odium 
from us. I am a patriot. I do not care. 
I am only interested in my country. 
You should also not bother. For once 
on this issue, you should be a patriot. 
I am determined to speak well of my 
country. You should also.

But in spite of a series of victories by 
Tinubu’s regime since it came to of昀椀ce 
in a landslide and popular mandate of 
a cross section of Nigerian voters two 
years ago, and despite plaudits from 
international agencies including the 
World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund, JPMorganChase, Standard 
& Poor’s and similar patronising 
institutions and credible voices on 
the wonderful outcomes of Tinubu’s 
rewarding reforms, the enemies 

within are still not giving up. They are 
determined to ignore the bene昀椀cial 
effects of the reforms on the lives 
of Nigerians, and continue their 
unpatriotic and egregious efforts to 
undermine the extant regime. How 
much more evil can the opposition 
be? And other undiscerning 
countrymen and women. After failing 
in using propaganda to besmirch this 
phenomenally successful regime, the 
opposition has now resorted to the use 
of a pernicious tool. The option which 
the opposition (real name: enemies 
of the state) has recently adopted 
and deployed will make the regime 
look bad no matter how it reacted or 
responded.

Bad act Abdukaldir Eedris, has been 
recruited by the opposition to paint our 
hard working president in un昀氀attering 
hues. Eedris masquerades as a music 
producer, writer, songster and political 
activist. You can see mischief in 
one nondescript man combining all 
these attributes. The only thing, to 
the best of our knowledge, that has 
brought him fame and fortune (in my 
considered patriotic opinion, notoriety 
actually), is that he writes songs which 
are rightfully promptly banned by 
the government. It does not matter 
whether the government was formed 
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By Doris Obinna

THE people of Umu-Ozo Ikeakpa, 
Evuazu in Obeleagu Umana community 
and neighbours will have a good deal 
this Easter as Adani Care Foundation, a 
non-governmental organisation set up to 
uplift the less privileged in the society, 
would hold a medical and humanitarian 
outreach for their bene昀椀t.

Scheduled to hold on April 21 and 
April 22 at Chief Aloysuis Chijioke Ani 
compound, the programme is a com-
prehensive medical and humanitarian 
service outreach that would focus on 
medical treatment, wellness workshops, 
skill acquisation training, raw rice distri-
bution, and serving of nutritious meals 
to the community members.

Speaking on the programme, Mrs. 
Josephine Nneka Jemie, founder & 
president of

Adani Care Foundation, said the orga-
nization, in the programme, would step 
up its impact by introducing vocational 
training for youths, among others.

She also spoke on what Adani Care 
Foundation has done in humanitarian 
service since inception in 2021, chal-
lenges and expectations in the future.

Could you tell us your driving 
force in founding Adani Care 
Foundation?

My passion lies in serving the under-
privileged in Southern Nigeria—widows, 
orphans, the sick, and the elderly. For 
me, it’s about ensuring that these under-
privileged ones in our rural societies do 
not have to choose between buying food 
or buying medicine when they are sick. 
Through Adani Care, we raise aware-
ness and provide direct support to these 
vulnerable groups.

What is the philosophy behind 
Adani Care Foundation as well 
as its aims and objectives?

The philosophy behind Adani Care 
Foundation is rooted in the belief that no 
one should die from preventable condi-
tions simply because they lack access to 
basic medical care. Our aim is to provide 
essential services—like medical screen-
ings, clean drinking water, and voca-
tional training—so that underprivileged 
individuals can thrive. We believe that 
everyone deserves a chance at a healthy, 
digni昀椀ed life.

Could you tell us what the 
Foundation has been able to do 
since its inception?

Since the inception of Adani Care 
Foundation, we have achieved signi昀椀-
cant milestones thanks to our incredible 
donors, supporters, and volunteers from 
around the world. We have provided 
over 1,300 hot meals to those in need, 
screened and treated 430 patients, and 
engaged over 150 volunteers. Additional-
ly, we’ve distributed more than 100 bags 
of 50kg rice to families, ensuring they 
have some of the sustenance they need.

We understand that you are 
organizing a medical and 
humanitarian service outreach 
this Easter season. Kindly tell us 
about it.

This April, right after Easter, from the 
21st to the 22nd of April, Adani Care 
Foundation is organizing a comprehen-
sive medical and humanitarian service 
outreach. Alongside our incredible team 

However, as we expand into providing 
essentials like electri昀椀cation for study, 
and clean drinking water, we recognize 
the need for even greater support. We 
invite corporations, businesses, an-
neighborsurs to join us in making these 
essential projects a reality, ensuring that 
these young people have the tools they 
need to thrive.

Has there been any partner-
ship with the government, or are 
you adverse to working with the 
government?

We are absolutely open to partner-
ships with the government at all levels. 
We believe that involving government 
of昀椀cials can signi昀椀cantly expand our 
reach and impact. We have invited the 
Governor of Enugu State and the Chair-
man of Ezeagu Local Government to 
witness our work 昀椀rsthand.

Our aim is to demonstrate the serious 
impact we’re making in the community 
and explore how the government can 
collaborate with us. Such partnerships 
can be instrumental in providing the 
support and resources needed to tackle 
larger issues like electri昀椀cation and 
clean water. We welcome any opportuni-
ty to collaborate with government bodies 
for the greater good..

What are the challenges you 
have faced or you are still fac-
ing?

One of the primary challenges we face 
is raising enough funding to meet the 
overwhelming demand for our services. 
As more people become aware of our 
efforts, we see a signi昀椀cant increase in 
registration from youths, the elderly, the 
sick, orphans, and widows. The demand 
for our support far exceeds the resources 
we currently have. This is why we con-
tinually call on businesses, companies, 
and corporations to join hands with us.

I also want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to our donors and volunteers 
who have made everything possible so 
far. I also want to say to our current and 
potential donors that support isn’t just 
about cash donations. We need supplies, 
food items, and partnerships with vo-
cational skills providers. Contributions 
can come in many forms, and every bit 

of supporters, we will provide medical 
outreach, wellness workshops, raw rice 
distribution, and serve nutritious meals 
to the community.

Our goal is not just to address imme-
diate needs but also to ensure follow-up 
care for those requiring ongoing medi-
cal attention beyond the Event. This 
time, we are stepping up our impact 
by introducing vocational training for 
youths.

We will have training and apprentice-
ship programmes in car mechanics, 
electrical wiring, bricklaying, plumb-
ing, hairdressing, cooking, baking and 
catering. These opportunities will equip 
young people with practical, marketable 
skills, helping them build sustainable 
livelihoods and thrive.

How do you get funding for 
your programmes?

Our funding primarily comes from 
the generous support of our friends, 
church, and communities both in 
the U.S. and Nigeria. Each time we 
reach out, the response is incredible. 

of help counts. Whether it’s providing 
resources, volunteering, or collaborating 
on vocational training, all forms of sup-
port are invaluable.

At a time when there is wide-
spread hunger in the land, what 
advice would you give govern-
ment on how to mitigate the 
situation?

My advice to the government is to 
focus on empowering local communi-
ties in remote parts of Nigeria. Many 
underprivileged individuals have the 
capacity and willingness to farm, but 
they lack the necessary resources and 
security to do so effectively. The govern-
ment can mitigate hunger by supporting 
agricultural initiatives, providing safe 
and secure farming opportunities, and 
ensuring that essential infrastructure, 
like clean drinking water and healthcare 
facilities are accessible.

Building functional healthcare 
centres staffed with professionals on 
a consistent basis would drastically 
reduce preventable deaths. Government 
involvement in these areas can create 
long-term, sustainable solutions rather 
than just temporary relief.

Women and children are al-
ways the worst hit during eco-
nomic hardship. What would you 
recommend as government’s 
policy towards self-reliance of 
the vulnerable?

My recommendation to the govern-
ment is to prioritize support for widows 
in rural areas. Many of them face 
enormous challenges, from the inability 
to farm due to security concerns to the 
struggle of caring for their children. Pro-
viding targeted assistance to widows and 
ensuring access to basic resources like 
food, healthcare, and education for their 
children can break the cycle of poverty. 
By empowering women and supporting 
their self-reliance, the government can 
create a ripple effect that uplifts entire 
families and communities.

What is your projection for 
Adani Care Foundation in the 
next 5 years?

In the next 昀椀ve years, I envision Adani 
Care Foundation expanding our reach 
to serve at least two additional com-
munities. Our goals include installing 
boreholes for clean drinking water, 
implementing solar energy for elec-
tri昀椀cation, and training a signi昀椀cant 
number of youths in vocational skills. By 
doing this, we aim to create sustainable 
change, empower communities, and 
inspire others to join our mission.

What advice would you give 
women and youths of Nigeria?

To the youth of Nigeria, I encourage 
you to explore vocational training and 
skill acquisition. While education is 
vital, practical skills can open doors and 
create opportunities for self-reliance. 
Don’t wait for only formal employ-
ment—be proactive in acquiring skills 
that can help you build a sustainable 
future.

To the women, especially those in 
challenging situations, remember that 
empowerment begins with you. Seek op-
portunities for self-development, and by 
doing so, you not only uplift yourself but 
also your family and community. ‎<This 
message was edited>

Why we’re embarking on comprehensive 
medical, humanitarian outreach this Easter 
–Nneka Jemie, Adani Care Foundation founder

•Jemie

We believe that in-
volving government of-
ficials can significantly 
expand our reach and 

impact. We have in-
vited the Governor of 
Enugu State and the 
Chairman of Ezeagu 
Local Government to 
witness our work first-

hand.
Our aim is to dem-

onstrate the serious 
impact we’re making 
in the community and 
explore how the gov-
ernment can collabo-

rate with us. 
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In 1986 Dele Giwa, 
the founding Editor in 
Chief of Newswatch 
was assassinated for 
no just cause. In 1987 
Newswatch was shut 
down for publishing 

a report of the 
Cookey Committee on 
Democracy, a report 
that the Babangida 

Government refused 
to release because 

of his desire to 
continuously delay the 
return to democracy. 

THE Nigerian Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) has just arrived 
at the 7th 昀氀oor, to use a street 
idiom. Its 70th birthday was 
announced by its President Mr 
Alhassan Yahya Abdullahi on 
March 15, an indication that the 
Union has reached the age of 
maturity having clocked three 
score and ten. Its history is 
replete with trials and triumphs 
but its birth came 96 years after 
Nigeria’s 昀椀rst newspaper Iwe 
Irohin was published in Abeokuta 
and 昀椀ve years before Nigeria 
gained its independence in 1960. 
So the birth of the NUJ came at 
the closing hours of the struggle 
for Nigeria’s liberation from 
colonialism.

The founding President of the 
Union was Mobolaji Odunewu 
while its pioneer Secretary was 
Olu Oyesanya. The Union’s major 
assignments in those early days 
were to consolidate on the 昀椀ght 
for independence, advocating 
for an independent media as the 
country became independent. 
In 1962 there was the issue of 
the Anglo-Nigeria Defence Pact 
which divided Nigerians into two 
separate camps – one for and one 
against. It was the students of 
the University of Ibadan, not the 
NUJ that made the difference. 
The U.I students stormed Lagos 
with their placards and forced the 
Nigerian government to abandon 
the signing of the Anglo-Nigerian 
Defence Pact.

But over the years the NUJ 
gathered its strength and started 
昀椀ghting against government 
censorship and advocating for 
press freedom. In 1973 it waged 
a relentless battle along with 
other media groups for Minere 
Amakiri, a Nigerian Observer 
correspondent whose head was 
shaved with a broken bottle on 
the orders of Alfred Diete Spiff, 
Military Governor of Rivers State. 
His offence was that he reported 
the grievances of local teachers 
on the birthday of the Military 
Governor. This was a major battle 
for the media and the NUJ rose to 
the occasion with alacrity.

The NUJ also joined other 
media groups in 昀椀ghting against 
Decree 4 of 1984 but this did not 
prevent the Muhammadu Buhari 
Military Government from 
sending two Guardian reporters, 
Tunde Thompson and Nduka 
Irabor to jail for publishing the 
truth. Their offence was that 
the offence affected either the 
government or government 
of昀椀cials. After that obnoxious 
decision, the Buhari government 
was no longer courageous enough 
to send truth to jail.

There was also the Treason and 
Treasonable offences Decree No. 
29 of 1993 enacted by the Sani 
Abacha Government. Under 
that decree Kunle Ajibade, Chris 
Anyanwu, George Mbah and Ben 
Charles Obi were sent to jail for 
15 years. However, the mysterious 
death of Abacha and the ascension 
of General Abdulsalami Abubakar 
to the throne saved the journalists 
from serving the full 15years jail 
term. In this 昀椀ght neither the 
NUJ nor any of the media groups 
could save the journalists from 
this inexplicable punishment by 
the tyrant.

But even with all the best 
efforts of the various journalism 
groups, journalists were turned by 
the irresponsible governments of 
Nigeria into routinely endangered 
species. In 1983 when I wrote a 
predictive article on the Nigeria 
External Telecommunications 
where there was fraud I was tried 
for murder because some fellows 
set the place on 昀椀re as was the 
trend in those days where there 
were cases of corruption. In 
1986 Dele Giwa, the founding 
Editor in Chief of Newswatch 
was assassinated for no just cause. 
In 1987 Newswatch was shut 
down for publishing a report 
of the Cookey Committee on 
Democracy, a report that the 
Babangida Government refused 
to release because of his desire 
to continuously delay the return 
to democracy. Such irrational 
decisions were rampant in those 
days but neither the NUJ nor 
any of the other media groups 
could do anything signi昀椀cant 
about their reversal. In 1994 Dan 
Agbese, Yakubu Mohammed and 

Ray Ekpu, all of Newswatch were 
tried for mutiny. The offence was 
not anything close to mutiny. 
They were detained and tried 
for publishing an interview with 
David Mark that the Abacha 
government did not like. Mark 
was one of the coup plotters 
that brought Abacha to power 
after overthrowing Chief Ernest 
Shonekan, the leader of the 
Interim National Government set 
up by Babangida.

Today, there are about 740 
chapels of the NUJ in the country. 
There are other sub-groups such 
as the Nigerian Association of 

Women Journalists (NAWOJ) and 
the Sports Writers Association of 
Nigeria (SWAN) and a few others 
representing various fragments of 
professional groups. But the issue 
of major concern to professional 
journalists is the enlistment of 
Ministry of Information of昀椀cials 
as journalists. In other countries 
they are called Information 
professionals, not journalists. I 
had a conversation on this with 
Mr Smart Adeyemi who was 
President of the NUJ at the time. 
He told me that the NUJ needed 
the check-up dues paid by the 
Ministry of Information of昀椀cials. 
So for him it was a a matter of 
cash. The truth however is that 
with the huge presence of these 
Ministry of Information of昀椀cials 
in the NUJ, the Union cannot 
take a serious decision on issues 
of fundamental importance to 
journalism because they are 
government of昀椀cials. That is a 
matter that the NUJ has not been 
able to resolve so far whether at 
the national level or in the states.

The other matter is that the NUJ 
sees itself and acts more as a trade 
union than as a professional body. 
It does very little training for its 
members and does very little in 
the promotion of professional and 
ethical issues. The recent review 
of the Ethics of the profession was 
handled largely by the Newspaper 
Proprietors’ Association of 
Nigeria (NPAN) and the Nigerian 
Guild of Editors. The NUJ made 
no contribution to the review. 
The NUJ must work more closely 
with the NPAN and NGE so as to 
bene昀椀t from the experience and 
network of the two major groups. 
That is the only way it can improve 
the lot of its members. Today, the 
arrival of the social media has 
impacted seriously and negatively 
on the practice of journalism. 
Falsehood is being published as 
truth in the social media. This turn 
of events in the new technology 
universe has adversely affected 
the fortunes of most media – 
and most journalists – today. A 
paradigm shift is needed urgently 
and the NUJ must be part of this 
media renaissance. This new 
era must include what to do for 
journalists in distress, what to do 
for journalists in retirement, what 
to do for journalists who cover 
dangerous assignments, what 
to do for journalists who face 
harassment for doing their jobs 
professionally and ethically, what 
to do to improve the 昀椀nancial life 
of media organisations.

The NUJ must move in a 
new direction so as to achieve 
enduring results for the bene昀椀t of 
its members in this new era.



MOHAMMED is a scion of one of 
Nigeria’s most celebrated Commission-
ers of Police, Abubakar Tsav. He is an 
associate at Mike Ozekhome Chambers. 
We recently caught up with him and he 
spoke about a book he will soon unveil 
about the life and times of his late dad 
among other issues. 

Mohammed, we learnt 
that you were doing a book, 
about your late dad, Com-
missioner of Police, Abubakar 
Tsav. What sort of book are 
you writing and when are we 
expecting the book to hit the 
shelves? 

Thank you. Actually, the book has 
been done. It was co-authored and 
will soon be presented publicly. It is a 
book about his life and times; about his 
service to the country as a Policeman. It 
will be an interesting read because we 
explored so many things about his time 
in the Police and practically, about his 
life.

So, when are we expecting 
it?

Well, just a few more days to tie up the 
preparations. It has been printed and we 
are waiting for some signals to go ahead 
with the public presentation. Once the 
appropriate date for the presentation is 
昀椀xed, you will be communicated. We 
are working at securing an appropriate 
date with his service constituency and 
all other law enforcement constituencies 
so that we get the proper date and venue 
for the for the book launch. 

So what is the focus of this 
book? 

The focus of the book is basically his 
life and times. It is on how how junior or 
new police of昀椀cers can get inspiration 
from a well celebrated police of昀椀cer. It 
also captures the essence of serving with 
integrity.

Talking about integrity and 
at the same time looking at 
the incumbent government 
and the way it has handled 
the issue of rule of law in 
Nigeria. From your own experi-
ences as a lawyer, how will 
you rate the government in 
terms of adherence to the rule 
of law?

You see, I have known (President 
Bola) Tinubu over a period of time. I 
have studied his style over a couple of 
years, especially when he was the gover-
nor of Lagos state, and when he stood up 
against the military regimes that came 
in. But now it turns out that he is more 
like becoming a despot himself because 
in a democratic situation like we now 
have, I do not expect that the President, 
who is known to have fought the mili-
tary, would now come and start taking 
actions that will undermine democracy. 
He is not adhering to the rule of law, and 
that is the main bedrock of democracy. I 
think that President Tinubu is under-
mining his own democratic credentials. 

But he is someone that 
many Nigerians see as having 
a very beautiful democratic 
credentials, coming on the 
background of NADECO, but 
you are not giving that pass 
mark?

No! Coming from recent trends, espe-
cially with the issue of state of emergen-
cy in Rivers state, which he proclaimed, 
well, he has the powers to do that 
under the constitution. That is not the 
problem. But the issue of sacking, or do I 

the governor of his home state should 
not really be in government anymore, 
because you cannot be in government 
and be 昀椀ghting another. You cannot be 
a Minister of FCT and be 昀椀ghting the 
governor of the state. And obviously, it 
will seem as if the FCT Minister has the 
ears of the president, and may actually 
be the reason what is going on the Rivers 
had continued. 

You have raised an issue 
here. You said the president 
has powers to declare a state 
of emergency, but does not 
have the powers to remove 
the governor. Now that he has 
done it, what remedy is there 
for the people of River states? 

Well, you see, as a lawyer, all our 
remedies always end up in the courts. 
However, there is a cartoon that is in 
circulation which depicts President Ti-
nubu as the executive, Senator Godswill 
Akpabio, the senate president as the leg-
islature and Wike as the judiciary. That 
cartoon suggests that these three people 
can manipulate whatever transpires in 
those arms of government. so, if you ask 
me what the Rivers people are going to 
do to remedy the situation, well, they 
can go to court to challenge the action, 
or, they can be patient and see what he 
does after six months.

As a practicing lawyer, do 
you really see any action in 
court challenging this get-
ting the support of the of the 
judiciary, of succeeding in 
any case, in any way at all, 
given what you have known 
of the judiciary since the 2023 
presidential election?

You see, throughout my study in 
law practice, I doubt very much if the 
Nigerian judiciary have outstanding and 
fearless judges anymore. In my time in 
the judiciary when I started my practice, 
about 37 years ago, we had judges like 
Justice Niki Toby. We had judges like 
Karibi-Whyte, Augustine Nnamani, 
name them. They were outstanding 
judges. They were fearless. They gave 
judgment the way it ought to be given. 
And if you noticed, in their time, even 
if the judges sit and pass judgment, 
there were always one or two dissenting 
judgments in the panel. But right now 
it is as if the whole plan is unanimous 
in a judgment which ordinary shouldn’t 
be the case, because you must have dif-
ferent schools of thoughts and the panel 
is always made up of different schools 
of judicial thoughts. So you can’t really 

say, suspending the governor, the House 
of Assembly, then the deputy governor. 
No… I don’t think he has such powers. 
In as much as the law is concerned, 
there’s a law that says, you can take cer-
tain actions but get the enabling law to 
back it. However, what I am concerned 
about is suspending a governor and the 
legislature. Suspending the governor 
is totally out of it. You can appoint an 
administrator to take over the affairs of 
the state but then he can still work with 
the governor. Because when you say you 
are suspending the governor, you did 
not elect the governor. It is the people 
of Rivers who elected the governor. So 
how can you suspend him? Are you 
trying to say that the people in the state 
do not know what they wanted before 
they elected the governor? So I think 
President Bola Tinubu got it wrong. 

Why do you think he took 
that course of action?

Could be that as president, he has 
come to terms with the enormous pow-
ers of the president and now feels that 
he can test them. He now forgets that 
even in the exercise of such powers, you 
must exercise discretion and exercise 
proper judgment. But for now, I think 
he is throwing caution to the wind, and 
I would not want to say that he is acting 
somebody’s script. Ordinarily, a serving 
minister who is in open con昀氀ict with 

expect that all those judicial thoughts 
would streamline and come as decision. 
But right now, what we are having is 
that anytime they take a sensitive matter 
to the Supreme Court, or to the Court 
of Appeal, to the Supreme Court, you 
昀椀nd that all of them are unanimous. 
However, I am sure that there are judges 
who will rise to maintain their integrity 
still in the system. There are some who 
are fearless and who will stand up for 
justice. Generally, I think the judiciary is 
being politicised and that is not healthy 
for the country. When you see judges, 
who ordinarily should be secluded from 
the public, attending social function 
with politicians, that is enough reason to 
be worried. 

But they are humans too…
We are not saying a judge cannot go 

to social functions like birthday parties. 
But they can attend them as of昀椀cial 
functions, not on private functions. You 
see that when you go on private func-
tions, you can easily be in昀氀uenced there, 
but if you go on the of昀椀cial function, 
nobody can point 昀椀ngers at you as being 
privately in昀氀uenced. So I still feel that 
we don’t have fearless judges or justices, 
who deliver judgment not minding who 
you are. 

What you are saying, in 
essence, is that there are no 
independent minded judges. 
So, if the judges, or, if the 
judiciary is politicized, what 
hope do ordinary Nigerians 
still have in the judiciary?

You see, when we sit and look in 
that direction, we now have to become 
philosophical by going for divine inter-
vention. We know today that so many 
judgements are written overnight. So if 
we have a crop of judges, who may have 
been in昀氀uenced, then, it is only God’s 
intervention, divine intervention that 
can twist a man’s mind and make him 
change. For instance, as that cartoon de-
picts, if one man is holding the judiciary, 
and he has his wife on the bench, it gives 
room for a lot of insinuations which 
are not healthy for the judiciary. This is 
because it is not impossible that so many 
things that may happen in her court 
may be discussed in the other room 昀椀rst 
before the court takes a decision.

Let me ask you this. You men-
tioned the FCT Minister here. A 
few days ago the Body of bench-
ers presented him with an award 
and he made a call on the body 
to sanction lawyers that criticise 
the judiciary. How do you feel 
about that?

How do you sanction somebody who 
has proof of what he’s saying? Unless you 
are making allegations that you cannot 
prove, that is when you can sanction 
the person. But if you are sanctioning 
somebody who has proof of what he’s 
saying, how will you go about the sanc-
tion? To sanction such a person means 
that you are even becoming more cor-
rupt; you are going deep down, further 
down the despot lane, because the man 
is speaking the truth. There are certain 
things that shouldn’t be going on that 
have been going on in the judiciary. So if 
somebody like the FCT Minister comes 
out and asks you to sanction critics, you 
need to look beyond the call. The person 
he asked the Body of Benchers to sanc-
tion is a professor of law. Is he saying 
that a professor of law does not know 
what he’s saying? You know, sometimes 
you have a proper facts about what is 

What Tinubu got wrong in 
Rivers emergency rule –Tsav

•Tsav

(Continued on www.thesun.ng)

“On Peter Obi, I will say 
that he has done his own 
part in the last election. 

He did well. The APC has 
noticed his strengths and 

has made a strong in-
road in South East since 
then. This time, based on 
what the president has 
done and will do in the 
remaining two years, it 
will be APC all the way. 
President has done a 

tremendous job. There 
are many projects com-
ing up. APC has greater 
goodwill in South East 

now than before.”
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Eco-friendly agriculture: ‘Waste4Meal’ 
initiative launched in Lagos 

Farmers get pest control advisory as Tomato 
Ebola triggers price surge

No region excluded from special agro-industrial 
zone programme –FG

From Okwe Obi, Abuja 

To secure the nation’s food 
supply and enhance agricul-
tural productivity, the federal 
government has pledged to 
phase out adulterated seeds 
from the market and promote 
the widespread use of certi-
昀椀ed quality seeds across the 
country.

The commitment was 
made by the Director Gen-
eral of the National Agricul-
tural Seeds Council (NASC), 
Fatuhu Buhari, during a for-
mal handover ceremony held 
in Abuja, where he received 
brie昀椀ng notes from the outgo-
ing Acting Director General, 
Dr. Ishiak Khalid.

Buhari highlighted the 
critical role of seeds in trans-
forming Nigeria’s food system 
and unlocking its agribusiness 
potential, describing them as 

By Bianca Iboma-Emefu 

Grace Foundation, an arm under The Grace Tribe Church, in 
conjunction with Agricultural Social Entrepreneurship Foun-
dation (ASEF), has graduated 31 students from its Wast4Meal 
project. Convener/Executive Of昀椀cer at the organisation, Rose-
mary Omoyeni, said they have been navigating a challenging 
landscape as it rolls out its innovative Waste4Meal project. 
This initiative aims to harness the bene昀椀ts of black soldier 昀氀y 
(BSF) larvae as a sustainable protein source for animal feed, 
addressing the pressing need for alternative protein sources in 
Nigeria’s agricultural sector.

“This ambitious regenerative agriculture project harnesses-
theme remarkable capabilities of the BSF to transform organic 
waste into valuable resources.

Omoyeni stated that over 70 per cent of the Nigerian popu-
lation are involved in agriculture, adding that the project seeks 
to empower women who represent nearly 60 per cent of Af-
rica’s agricultural workforce. The Waste4Meal project not only 
promises to enhance food security but also aims to alleviate 
the reliance on conventional protein sources such as 昀椀shmeal 
and soybean meal. In addition to providing a rich and sustain-
able protein alternative, BSF larvae produce frass, an organic 
fertiliser that rejuvenates degraded soils and boosts crop yields 
naturally. The project re昀氀ects a signi昀椀cant step towards sus-
tainable agricultural practices and environmental conserva-
tion in Nigeria.

As the foundation celebrates the progress made over the last 
three months, it acknowledges the challenges faced, reinforc-
ing its commitment to fostering economic empowerment and 
sustainable development in the agricultural sector.

Lead Facilitator and President of ASEF, Azeez Saheed, said 
the project, which started small is a new horizon for Nigeria’s 
agriculture, noting that about 16 昀椀rms came together to work 
on it. 

By Chinyere Anyanwu                                   
neveralonewitu@gmail.com

Farmers have been advised 
to embark on collaborative 
land preparation, particularly 
in local government areas, 
to help reduce pest infesta-
tions and prevent further out-
breaks following the recent 
outbreak of tomato disease, 
Tuta Absoluta virus, which is 
currently affecting the price 
of tomatoes in markets across 
the country. 

The tomato ebola outbreak 
has caused tomato growers 
to raise concerns over the im-
pact of the pest infestation on 
their crops.

They expressed their con-
cerns in separate chats with 
the newsmen on Sunday in 
Lagos. 

The Minister of Agriculture 
and Food Security, Senator 
Abubakar Kyari, has denied 
allegation by the National As-
sembly North East Caucus 
that the ministry has excluded 
the zone from bene昀椀ting from 
the ongoing Special Agro-
Industrial Processing Zone 
(SAPZ) Programme, stating 
that all zones of the country 
would bene昀椀t from the design 
and implementation of gov-
ernment programmes.

He explained that the pro-
gramme being implemented 
in phases is based on states’ ex-
pression of interest and meet-
ing eligibility criteria, adding 
that already three North East 

the very foundation of a pro-
ductive and sustainable farm-
ing ecosystem.

“Seeds are the 昀椀rst link in 
the agricultural value chain, 
the tiny but mighty catalysts of 
abundance. “Without quality 
seeds, there can be no thriving 
farms; without thriving farms, 
there can be no food security.”

He emphasised that under 
his leadership, NASC would 
reposition itself as a key stake-
holder in Nigeria’s food secu-
rity architecture by strength-
ening the seed value chain, 
encouraging innovation, and 
collaborating with researchers 
and agri-tech 昀椀rms to produce 
climate-smart seed varieties.

According to him, “We are 
engaging seed companies, de-
velopment agencies, and in-
vestors to scale up production 
and distribution.” He added 
that expanding seed multipli-

L-R: Assistant Secretary-
General and Regional 
Director, Africa, United 
Nations Development 
Programme, Africa, Ms 
Ahunna Eziakonwa; 
Minister of Budget and 
Economic Planning, 
Senator Abubakar 
Bagudu; and Resident 
Representative of 
UNDP Nigerias, Ms Elsie 
at a recent meeting in 
Abuja.

cation programmes would en-
sure affordability and accessi-
bility for farmers nationwide.

However, Buhari stressed 
that the Council’s ambitious 
vision could not be achieved 
in isolation. “This is not a jour-
ney I can undertake alone,” he 
noted. “I call upon farmers—
your feedback will guide our 
policies. Researchers and seed 
companies—your innovations 
will drive our progress. Devel-
opment partners—your sup-
port will amplify our impact.”

Earlier, Dr. Ishiak Khalid, 
the outgoing Acting DG of 
NASC, highlighted the Coun-
cil’s recent achievements, 
including Nigeria’s accredita-
tion by the International Seed 
Testing Association (ISTA) 
and its admission into the 
OECD Seed Schemes. These 
milestones, he said, have sig-
ni昀椀cantly enhanced Nigeria’s 

global credibility in the seed 
industry.

Khalid also celebrated Ni-
geria’s accession as the 80th 
member of the International 
Union for the Protection 
of New Varieties of Plants 
(UPOV), describing it as a 
breakthrough in strength-
ening intellectual property 
rights for plant breeders and 
promoting innovation.

He noted that NASC had 
successfully restructured the 
Seed Entrepreneurs Associa-
tion of Nigeria (SEEDAN) into 
a uni昀椀ed and more account-
able entity. Additionally, the 
Council launched the Nation-
al Seed Roadmap Dashboard, 
a digital platform designed to 
monitor seed production, en-
sure regulatory compliance, 
and identify real-time invest-
ment opportunities within 
the sector.

•Continued on www.thesun.ng
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FG to junk adulterated seeds, boost food 
security through quality inputs

According to them, Tuta 
Absoluta, also known as the 
Tomato Leaf Mine, is a notori-
ous pest of tomato crops in Eu-
rope, Africa, Western Asia and 
parts of the Americas. If not 
properly controlled, its larvae 
can cause up to 100 per cent 
crop loss.

Tuta Absoluta can ravage 
tomato cultivation in a little 
above 48 hours, prompting 
farmers to nickname it To-
mato Ebola. 

It can breed between 10 and 
12 generations in a year, with 
the female capable of laying 
about 250 to 300 eggs within 
its lifetime. 

The Chairman of the To-
mato Growers and Processors 
Association of Nigeria, Mr. 
Rabiu Zuntu, said the recent 
outbreak of Tuta Absoluta has 

signi昀椀cantly affected tomato 
prices in local markets. 

“The invasion of the Tuta 
Absoluta pest, which began 
in early March, has ravaged 
several farms in the northern 
region. 

“The virus doesn’t cause 
much damage during the wet 
season, but becomes more 
aggressive during the hot sea-
son. Recently, temperatures 
have been unusually high, 
causing increased soil humid-
ity, which favours the pest’s 
spread,” he said.  

Zuntu noted that the infes-
tation has disrupted supply to 
markets across the country, 
resulting in noticeable price 
hikes. 

“Despite being in the har-
vest season, some farms have 
been destroyed. Currently, a 

50kg basket of tomatoes sells 
for about N30,000 in north-
ern markets due to the infes-
tation. 

“Before the outbreak, the 
same basket was sold for be-
tween N5,000 and N10,000, as 
this is usually the peak harvest 
season,” Zuntu added. 

Speaking on preventive 
measures for the virus, Zuntu 
pointed out that “humidity in 
the soil is a major factor con-
tributing to the rapid spread 
of Tuta Absoluta on infected 
tomato farms.” 

He acknowledged that 
completely preventing the 
outbreak is not possible, as 
humidity is an inevitable envi-
ronmental condition.  

states - Gombe, Borno and 
Bauchi States - have quali昀椀ed 
for 昀椀rst tranche of the phase 2 
of the programme.

Kyari, who revealed this at 
the weekend, expressed the 
commitment of the Federal 
Government to the North East 
and other parts of the country.

He urged other states yet to 
be captured for the SAPZ pro-
gramme to express their inter-
est and endeavour to meet up 
with the eligibility criteria.

“Our attention has been 
drawn to concerns that the 
North-East was excluded com-
pletely from the Special Agro-
Industrial Processing Zone 
(SAPZ) programme of the 

Federal Government. Consid-
ering the basic fact that this 
concern is coming from mem-
bers of the National Assembly 
Caucus of the North-East, it 
becomes very imperative that 
we set the record straight be-
cause they got it all wrong.

“The Phase 2 of the pro-
gramme had already com-
menced in earnest. I have per-
sonally communicated to all 
the states that are not in Phase 
1 in writing notifying them of 
the programme and to express 
interest.

“Consequently, we have 
received Expression of Inter-
ests from 27 states but only 
10 states fully complied with 

the eligibility criteria which 
include three states from the 
North-East, namely Gombe, 
Borno and Bauchi states, for 
the 昀椀rst tranche of Phase 2 as 
there will be three tranches of 
onboarding states in the Phase 
2.

“So, the sweeping state-
ment by the caucus that ‘the 
North-East was completely 
excluded’ is not correct. We 
are also con昀椀dent that more 
states will do the needful to 
ful昀椀ll the eligibility criteria 
to enable us capture them in 
the second tranche funding of 
Phase 2.

Food basket

Items                                                     Current Last month  

     Price Price

YINGBO/OTTO MARKET
Oloyin beans (50kg) N75,000 N95,000

Bucket of Oloyin                          N5,500 N8,000

Olo2 beans (100kg bag)       N155,000         N170,000

Bucket of Olo2                       N5,500         N8,500

Rice (foreign - 50kg)          N83,000         N80,000
Local brands (50kg)          N65,000        N75,000

Yellow garri (50kg bag)              N33,000        N35,000

Bucket of yellow garri          N3,000    N2,700

White garri (75kg)                       N27,000        N33,000 

Bucket of white garri      N2,500        N3,000

Melon (egusi) (100kg bag)   N330,000        N285,000

Bucket of melon                           N8,000        N9,000

Vegetable oil (20ltrs)        N75,000         N85,000

Vegetable oil (5ltrs)         N20,000         N23,000

Vegetable oil (1.5ltrs)           N6,000         N6,000

Red oil (20ltrs)                    N45,000         N50,000
Red oil (5ltrs)                    N15,000          N14,000
Red oil (1.5ltrs)                           N3,500          N4,500
Tuber of yam                           N8,000          N9,000

MILE 12 MARKET
Bag of onions                  N230,000          N275,000

Basket of onions                   N115,000          N140,000

Basket of tomatoes (large)     N45,000          N40,000

Bag of pepper (rodo)             N150,000          N150,000

Tuber of yam (Benue yam)       N8,000           N9,000 

DALEKO MARKET
Oloyin beans (50kg)          N75,000          N90,000

Bucket of Oloyin                  N5,500          N8,000

Olo2 beans (100kg bag)      N155,000        N170,000

Bucket of Olo2                   N5,500          N8,000 

White beans (110kg)          N95,000          N97,000

Bucket of white beans       N5,000         N6,000

Rice (foreign - 50kg)       N83,000          N97,000
Local brands (50kg)           N65,000          N70,000 

Vegetable oil (20ltrs)       N75,000          N80,000

Vegetable oil (5ltrs)               N20,000           N23,000

Vegetable oil (1.5ltrs)         N6,000           N6,000

Red oil (20ltrs)                     N45,000           N35,000
Red oil (5ltrs)                      N13,000          N10,500
Red oil (1.5ltrs)                     N3,500          N3,700
Yellow garri (50kg)               N33,000          N36,000

Bucket of yellow garri          N3,000          N2,800

White garri (100kg)           N67,000          N70,000

Bucket of white garri      N2,500           N3,000
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THE Managing Director of Inland Containers Nigeria Limited 
(ICNL), Omotayo Dada, has celebrated Ismail Yusuf Adekola, the 
former ICNL MD, and Rotimi Raimi-Hassan, the former Kaduna In-
land Dry Port (KIDP) Manager, as they retire from service.

During a retirement party held on 14th April 2025 to recognize 
their immense contributions to the company, Dada said Adekola is 
retiring after an illustrious 33-year career de昀椀ned by excellence, in-
novation, and unwavering dedication.

Adekola’s journey with ICNL began in 1990 as a National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) member, where his exceptional promise led 
to his immediate retention. He was formally appointed as Assistant 
Manager, Accounts in 1991, and steadily rose through the ranks with 
distinction, serving as Depot Accountant, then General Manager/
CEO in 2002, and ultimately becoming Managing Director/CEO in 
2010. Under his visionary leadership, ICNL experienced transforma-
tional growth and operational advancement.

His major contributions include: modernizing ICNL’s operations 
to align with global logistics standards; spearheading KIDP estab-
lishment and operational success; implementing robust, transpar-
ent 昀椀nancial systems; infrastructure expansion—enhancing ICNL’s 
national presence through depot and logistics development; build-
ing strong teams and nurturing leadership within the organization; 
representing ICNL on national and global platforms to in昀氀uence 
policy and regulatory standards.

Being a committed professional, Mr. Adekola is a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT), Nigerian In-
stitute of Management (NIM), and Chartered Institute of Shipping 
(CIS), as well as a Member of the Institute of Directors (IOD), Ni-
geria.

On the other hand, Omotayo Dada said Raimi-Hassan spent 31 
remarkable years of dedicated service to ICNL. He began his jour-
ney with ICNL on February 3, 1993, during a transformative period 
in the company’s history. Starting as Assistant Operations Manager, 
his dedication, discipline, and professionalism swiftly set him apart, 
propelling a distinguished career marked by integrity and innova-
tion. Over the years, Mr. Raimi rose through the ranks to hold sever-
al key positions, including Assistant General Manager, Operations; 
Head of ICT/ICD Department; and notably, Pioneer Port Manager 
of the Kaduna Inland Dry Port (KIDP)—a role he assumed on Febru-
ary 20, 2017. 

As the inaugural Port Manager, he laid the groundwork for 
KIDP’s operations, establishing a reliable and ef昀椀cient hub that con-
tinues to serve Nigeria’s Northern region and beyond. His career is 
decorated with numerous achievements, including: streamlining lo-
gistics, warehousing, and container handling processes across ICNL 
locations; contributing to internal policy formulation and strategic 
operational frameworks; leading ICT integration that transformed 
port operations and documentation systems; mentoring and train-
ing staff, many of whom now hold leadership positions in the indus-
try; holding degrees in Business Administration and Law, exempli-
fying lifelong learning; establishing core systems and partnerships 
that enhanced ICNL’s service delivery.

ABA Power has announced that it will generate over 350 new jobs 
through its new mass rollout of prepaid meters, which is set to com-
mence this month. The initiative, driven by strategic partnerships 
with multiple meter manufacturers, is part of the company’s broader 
commitment to improve service delivery and accelerate metering 
coverage across its franchise area.

Speaking on the development, Edise Ekong, Senior Manager for 
Brand and Communication at Aba Power, said the jobs will emerge 
directly from collaboration with three major meter vendors.

“Each of the meter vendor partners,” Ekong explained, “is creat-
ing over 100 direct jobs, including meter assemblers and meter in-
stallers, apart from transporters, warehouse hands, security, and oth-
ers who will be impacted positively by the rollout.”

He noted that Kayz Consortium, one of the key partners, is taking 
signi昀椀cant steps to ensure high-quality meter assembly. “Kayz Con-
sortium, for instance, is, in addition, bringing eight expatriates this 
month to lead its 130-man workforce in assembling 90,000 meters 
from April to December 2025 for Aba Power customers,” he said.

According to Ekong, the expatriates are representatives of the 
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) from China. “The expa-
triates will return to their home country when they conclude their 
supervision of the meter assembling, having trained enough of our 
people to continue assembling and installing the meters. These are 
representatives of the original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) 
from China, and their presence ensures quality assurance in assem-
bling and installing the meters in the 昀椀eld,” he added.

Ekong also quoted Prince Kalu, Managing Director of Kayz Con-
sortium, as saying that the meter assembly operations will be based 
at the Aba Power premises in the Osisioma Industrial Layout, start-
ing mid-April.

Additional support will come from two other 昀椀rms—Chint and 
Eve Electric—both of which will begin meter installations in May, 
each deploying 34 professional installers. Chint Power and Energy 
Services of China and Eve Electric, also based in China, will lead the 
second phase of installations.

These international partners will be complemented by Nigerian 
meter manufacturers, including HAMPOC Utilities Limited and 
M.E. Meters. Together, they are contributing to Aba Power’s fast-
tracked metering initiative across its service area, which covers nine 
of the 17 local government areas in Abia State.

Ekong revealed that Kayz Consortium alone will install 20,000 
prepaid meters in April. “The 20,000 meters installed by Kayz in 
April will make many in the Aba Ring-fenced Area, covering nine 
of the 17 local government areas in Abia State, have meters and will 
help end complaints about the estimated billing system,” he said.

He emphasized the company’s long-term commitment to ensur-
ing universal access to prepaid meters within its customer base. “We 
are committed to providing enough meters to all our over 350,000 
customers in the Aba Ring-fenced Area with modern prepaid meters 
within one year,” Ekong stated.

“Meters make for transparency and accountability, making our 
customers and our company happy and satis昀椀ed. It is truly a win-win 
for every party,” he noted.

ICNL honours Yusuf, Raimi for outstanding 
contributions

Aba Power pledges 350 jobs with nationwide 
prepaid meter rollout

Continued on www.thesun.ng

From Okwe Obi, Abuja

DESPITE a declaration of a 
state of emergency on food 
insecurity by President Bola 
Tinubu, prices of foodstuffs 
have continued to soar be-
yond the reach of most Nige-
rians, investigation reveals.  

In July 2023, President Ti-
nubu, through his spokesper-
son, Dele Alake, announced a 
declaration of a state of emer-
gency to salvage the country 
from famine and boost food 
production.

According to the govern-
ment, “In the immediate 
term, we intend to deploy 
some savings from the fuel 
subsidy removal into the ag-
ricultural sector, focusing on 
revamping the agricultural 
sector.

“All matters pertaining to 
food and water availability 
and affordability, as essential 
livelihood items, will be in-
cluded within the purview of 
the National Security Coun-
cil.” Also, in 2024, the govern-
ment announced an import 
waiver for maize, husked 
brown beans, wheat, and 
cowpea. In spite of the pro-
nouncement, the policy has 
not kicked off. Nigerians buy 
bags of maize and beans at a 
costly rate.

A source in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food Se-
curity, who opted to remain 
anonymous, advised the gov-
ernment to pull the ministry 

Continued from page 1

Communications, Mrs 
Hakama Sidi-Ali assured that 
the apex bank will continue to 
provide a strong platform to in-
teract with the media.

In his presentation, the 
Group Managing Director of 
United Bank of Africa (UBA), 
Oliver Alawuba, said a double 
digit economic growth of 10 
per cent was achievable, just 
as he listed various challenges 
to attaining the $1 trillion GDP 
economy by 2030.

He said: “10 per cent growth 
is achievable if we set out to 
do it. We grew to 3.84% in Q4 
2024 and that was the highest 
made since 2021 of 3.46%.

“We have many challenges 
like high in昀氀ation, naira depre-
ciation, regulator challenges, 
security concerns, infrastruc-
ture de昀椀cit, 昀椀nancial accessi-
bility and inclusion and more.

out of the Treasury Single Ac-
count (TSA).

The TSA is a government 昀椀-
nancial policy that centralizes 
all government receipts and 
payments into a single bank 
account. It aims to improve 
昀椀nancial transparency, ac-
countability, and ef昀椀ciency in 
public 昀椀nancial management.

“We are having this food 
crisis because the Federal 
Government has not removed 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food Security from the 
Treasury Single Account. 
How then do you want us to 
operate freely? It is not pos-
sible. The consequence is that 
hunger will continue to hit 
Nigerians very hard.

“Let me tell you in con昀椀-
dence that since this year, we 
have not had a single kobo to 
carry out any interventions. 
We have been relying on for-
eign donors to assist us,” the 
source said.

But the President of the 
All Farmers Association of 
Nigeria (AFAN), Kabir Ibra-
him, countered the idea of 
exempting the Ministry from 
the TSA.

According to him, farmers 
are not taking money from the 
government to cultivate crops 
that would warrant an exemp-
tion from the TSA.

He suggested that the gov-
ernment should prioritize the 
naira over the dollar in order 
to give the currency value.

Ibrahim said: “It is a work 

in progress. There may come a 
time when there will be food 
that is more abundant and 
more affordable.

“I think the issue we are 
talking about is affordability, 
not availability. We need to 
do a lot to prop up the value 
of the purchasing power of 
the naira. “Nobody goes to the 
market and says they cannot 
昀椀nd food because it is not eas-
ily affordable.

“I think that is the major 
thing that we need to work 
on, affordability. So how do 
we work on it? By working 
and supporting farmers to 
produce optimally. By subsi-
dizing directly, subsidising the 
farmers.

“Not pretending to subsi-
dise them through surrogates. 
That’s what we must do. The 
best solution to the problem 
is being able to do it here in-
ternally.

“We must produce opti-
mally internally. Some people 
are suggesting that the Min-
istry of Agriculture should be 
removed from the TSA to en-
able it to function effectively. 
That is bullshit.

“That is bullshit. That is 
somebody who doesn’t know 
what he is talking about. Is 
this thing giving farmers mon-
ey to produce? We are not giv-
ing money.

“It is not like the FCT, 
where the man there said he 
is doing infrastructure, he is 

“Security is very critical to 
economic growth. Anything 
we’re doing revolves around 
insecurity.

“Infrastructure de昀椀cit is a 
big issue. From poor roads and 
epileptic power supply, there 
are many things to address un-
der infrastructure.

“A client in Tanzania says he 
enjoys 24/7 electricity at 昀椀ve 
per cent cost. How will a Ni-
gerian entrepreneur compete 
with him?

“Banks must be positioned 
to fund infrastructure in Ni-
geria. Banks also needs to be 
incentivised

“Nigerian banks are capable 
of managing the reserves of 
Nigeria. We are already doing 
this for banks in Africa. We can 
use Nigerian money to develop 
Nigeria. Nigerians take this 
money out and we come back 
to borrow it. We should end 
this,” he said.

Alawuba also called for 
increased forti昀椀cation of Ni-
geria’s digital architecture to 
close cybersecurity gaps.

“There’s a report that banks 
lost N52 billion and we need to 
tackle this and it requires col-
laboration with various stake-
holders to build platforms to 
protect banks and ultimately 
safeguard depositors’ funds”, 
he said.

He also noted that strong 
oversight was needed for pru-
dent capital deployment into 
the real economy.

“According to Afrinvest, 
banks need N4.1 trillion to 
meet new capital require-
ments. We should work to-
wards this.

“CBN and banks must joint-
ly sensitise stakeholders on 
policy rationale and this speaks 
to strategic communication,” 
he added.

doing everything. So he is giv-
ing contracts. The farmers are 
not taking money from the 
government to produce opti-
mally.

“We take incentives. And 
this is what we are asking for. 
So it doesn’t mean that they 
will be removed from the 
TSA. “To do what? Even when 
the government says there is 
a budget of N500 billion, for 
instance, for agriculture—is 
the money going to be given 
to farmers? Farming is a vo-
cation that we have chosen 
to do. And it is just like those 
people who have shops in 
Wuse Market.

Recapitalisation, tariff war: No cause for alarm, banks 
on sound footing –CBN

Hunger worsens despite presidential food 
emergency declaration

Nigeria signs BASA 
with Trinidad to 
boost tourism, trade
By Chinelo Obogo

NIGERIA has signed a Bilat-
eral Air Services Agreement 
(BASA) with Trinidad and To-
bago, which will enable desig-
nated airlines from both coun-
tries to operate passenger and 
cargo 昀氀ights under mutually 
agreed terms and conditions.

The agreement was 昀椀nalised 
on Monday in Trinidad and To-
bago during a visit by Nigeria’s 
Minister of Aviation and Aero-
space Development, Festus 
Keyamo, alongside Trinidad 
and Tobago’s Minister of Works 
and Transport, Rohan Sinanan.

According to Tunde Mos-
hood, Special Adviser on Me-
dia and Communications to 
Keyamo, the agreement is the 
result of years of diplomatic 
negotiations that originated 
during former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo’s administration. 
Keyamo said that proactive 
negotiations by his team led 
to the eventual signing of the 
agreement.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Keyamo said, “Today’s 
achievement not only honors 
a bilateral vision set in motion 
during President Obasanjo’s 
tenure but also underscores Ni-
geria’s dedication to expanding 
its global aviation in昀氀uence. 
This pact will drive trade, tour-
ism, cultural exchange, and 
stronger connectivity between 
Nigeria and the Caribbean.”

Sinanan said he is optimis-
tic about the potential of the 
agreement to improve collabo-
ration, which will create op-
portunities for Caribbean and 
African carriers.

L-R: Olubunmi Akinremi, Independent Non-Executive Director ; Omomene Obanor, Company Secretary; 
Ayodeji Adigun, Non-Executive Director; Agatha Obiekwugo, Non-Executive Director; Emmanuel Nnorom: 
Chairman, Board of Directors; Azubike Emodi, Managing Director/Chief Executive Of昀椀cer; Owen Omogiafo, 
Non-Executive Director; Obong Idiong, Non-Executive Director and Olukayode Odebiyi, Executive Director; 
all of Afriland Properties Plc at the company’s 12th Annual General Meeting held recently. 

•As UBA GMD lists hurdles to achieving $1trn economy
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AGAINST the backdrop of 
rising crime waves in the Niger 
Delta and the country and 
its attendant consequences, 
Tantita Security Services 
Limited (TSSL), has donated 
a state-of-the-heart facility for 
Ugborikoko Divisional Police 
Headquarters, Uvwie Local 
Government, Delta State.

TSSNL chairman, Chief 
Government Ekpemupolo, 
aka Tompolo, acknowledged 
the importance of peace and 
security in the development 
of any society: “This occasion 
is not merely the unveiling of 
a new building for the police, 
but a celebration of our shared 
commitment to safety, security, 
and community development.

“Our decision to rebuild this 
police station is a mark of our 
commitment to rebuild the 

Don’t incite ethnic crisis in Warri, GYC warns Itsekiri leader

Delta: Onslaught on insecurity boosted 
● Antita donates ultra-modern police station to community

From Ben Dunno, Warri

peace in Warri and improve the 
security of life and property for 
all residents in Warri, Effurun, 
and its environs.

“I want to take a moment to 
celebrate the men and women 
of the Nigeria Police Force 
who are the unsung heroes of 
our security.

“They are the reasons we 
chose to invest in this impor-
tant project, to give back to the 
community, and to support the 

tireless men and women who 
work daily to keep our neigh-
bourhoods safe and secure.” 

Tompolo, represented by the 
company’s Managing Direc-
tor, Chief Kestin Pondi said 
TSSNL understood the plight 
of its communities: “The com-
pany shares the desire of the 
society for improved security 
as a pre-condition for invest-
ment. 

“The decision to rebuild the 
Ugborikoko Divisional Police 
Station is borne out of a recog-
nition that security infrastruc-
ture matters, where a secured 
and decent work environment 
boost morale, enhances opera-
tional effectiveness, among 
others.”

Governor Sheriff Oborev-
wori, who was represented by 
Dr. Kingsley Emu, Secretary 
to the State Government, said: 
“Tantita has the DNA of the 
enterprise of the future. The 

DNA enterprise of the future 
talks about genuine Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
and this is a remarkable CSR.

“You have been in the fore-
front of community develop-
ment, we are not unaware 
of the numerous numbers of 
drains and roads you have 
done in numerous communities 
unrelated to your business.

“You are not just a company 
that chase pro昀椀t, you are a 
company that wish your neigh-
bours as good as yourself, you 
run an all-inclusive programme 
that makes environment a bet-
ter place to live.” The governor 
urged Tantita to extend its 
generosity to other parts of the 
state.

The Inspector- General of 
Police (IGP), Mr Kayode Eg-
betokun, the project described 
it as a standard model that 
should be replicated. He was 
represented by Salman-Dogo 

Garba, AIG, Zone 5.
He said the donation did not 

only re昀氀ect commitment of 
police to the well-being of the 
community but a deep trust in 
the role they play in maintain-
ing peace, law and order:

“The decision to build the 
Police station is a mark of Tan-
tita’s commitment to rebuild 
the peace in Warri and improve 
the security of lives and prop-
erties for all residence in Warri, 
Effurun and environs.”

The rebuilt police station 
furnished with sophisticated 
gadgets, comprising of a fully 
equipped police station with 
of昀椀ces, Quarter Guard post and 
dedicated generator house.

It has a conference room; 
interrogation room gadgets; 
drain system; reconstruction of 
the existing police hall; provi-
sion of two Hilux vehicles, A 
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From Ben Dunno, Warri

GBARAMATU Youth Council (GYC) 
in Delta State has called on security 
agencies, especially Department of 
State Security Services (DSS) to invite 
for questioning a prominent Itsekiri 
youth leader (name withheld), over 
a recent statement inciting his eth-
nic youths to pick up arms to defend 
themselves against the invasion of their 
communities by members of Tantita’s 
Security out昀椀t.

GYC said the call became necessary 
to avoid the sad experience of the Warri 
crisis that witnessed the destruction of 

lives and property for a very long time. 
Its Public Relations Of昀椀cer (PRO), 
Maxwell Wuruyai, said GYC would 

Donated police station        Donated vehicles

not tolerate any instigated attack on 
operatives of Tantita duly engaged by 
the Federal Government to protect the 

nation’s critical assets:
“Gbaramutu people have been known 

for peace and have no intention of at-
tacking any of their neighbours. Tantita 
is not owned by Gbaramutu Kingdom 
but engaged by the Federal Government 
to protect oil pipelines from vandalism 
and illegal bunkering.”

Wuruyai said the Itsekiri youth leader 
“is venting his anger on the ground that 
Tantita is preventing illegal bunkering. 
We 昀椀rmly believe that his bitterness 
stem from the disruption of illegal bun-
kering by Tantita operations. He now 
thinks to incite ethnic unrest.”

•Continued on www.thesun.ng

•Continued on www.thesun.ng

GYC leadership 
addressing 
newsmen



Vol. 20 No.5734  Tuesday, April 15, 2025
www.sunnesonline.com

26 DAILY SUN NATIONAL NEWS

 PDP formidable, won’t join any coalition - Prof. Gana

2027 elections may become joke if Edo 
tribunal ruling is not reversed – Amadi

Umahi vows to continue supporting 
Lagos - Calabar Coastal Highway

Senate’ll ensure equitable spending of  N1trn 
earmarked to revive moribund solid minerals sector

Shettima reaffirms Nigeria’s goal to join top 80 on 
human capital index by 2030, lauds Akwa Ibom

The Vice President of Nigeria, HE Kashim Shettima, arrives in Akwa Ibom State for the launch of the ARISE Hu-
man Capital Development Strategic Plan and the ARISE Local Government HCD Implementation Roadmap. 
He is warmly received by HE Governor Pastor Umo Eno

•Continued on www.
thesun.ng
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•Continued on www.
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From Adanna Nnamani, 
Abuja

THE Director of the Abuja 
School of Social and Political 
Thought, Dr. Sam Amadi, has 
warned that if the judgment 
of the Edo State Governorship 
Election Tribunal is allowed to 
stand, it would set a danger-
ous precedent that could turn 
Nigeria’s 2027 elections into 
‘farcical, impotent rituals.’

Amadi made the statement 
during a press brie昀椀ng in 
Abuja yesterday, in reaction to 
the April 2 judgment of the tri-
bunal, which upheld the dec-
laration of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) candidate as 
winner of the 2024 Edo gover-
norship election, despite what 
he described as overwhelming 
evidence of malpractice.

“If the judiciary allows the 
travesty that took place in Edo 
State on September 21, 2024 
to stand, then we might as well 

By Aniekan Aniekan, 
Calabar

MINISTER of Works, David 
Umahi, has vowed to continue 
supporting the 750km Lagos 
Calabar Coastal Highway.

He disclosed this in Awi, 
Akamkpa Local Government 
Area of Cross River State, dur-
ing the  昀氀ag off of the Calabar 
section.

“This project is beyond road 
construction but an invest-
ment. I take responsibility for 
the costing, alignment and 
choice of contractors. I can 
defend this project any day 
and anytime, even up to the 
World Court.”

The minister said the 
project was conceived 27 years 
ago by President Tinubu and 
thanked God for giving him 
the wisdom to dream and 
the opportunity to ful昀椀ll the 
dream.

He charged people of Cross 
River to cooperate with the 
contractors as the speed of the 
project will depend on them.

Governor Bassey Otu who 
represented  President Tinubu 

all go home. The 2027 and all 
other elections will be farcical, 
impotent rituals used by the 
ruling class to give the unilat-
eral appointment of political 
of昀椀ceholders the imprimatur 
of democratic responsibility,” 
Amadi cautioned.

The former chairman of the 
Nigerian Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (NERC), 
described the ruling as a 
judicial endorsement of what 
he termed “an electoral coup” 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC), 
accusing the electoral body of 
manipulating results and sub-
verting the will of the people.

According to him, the tribu-
nal ignored clear evidence that 
INEC violated key provisions 
of the Electoral Act, includ-
ing Section 73(2), which 
mandates that serial numbers 
of sensitive materials such as 

said the project is an economic 
enabler, job creation booster, 
inter/intra regional linkage 
and other verticals.

He urged residents to 
reawaken their entrepreneur-
ial spirit and maximally utilize 
the diverse economic possibili-
ties the coastal highway offers.

Managing Director of 
Hitech Construction Danny 
Abboud said his company is 
committed to constructing 
and 昀椀nishing the project even 
earlier.

He also pledged to 
deploy the best international 
construction standards in 
the course of executing the 
project.

 Olayinka Onafuye, Federal 
Controller of Works in Cross 
River State, promised to su-
pervise the  section of the road 
with a sense of commitment.

The Cross River section of 
the Highway will pass through 
14 communities comprising  
Awi, Njahasang, Oduyama, 
Ikot Okon Akiba, Obot Ekpo, 
Atan Okoyong, Ekemkpon, 

From Jude 
Owuamanam, Jos

CHAIRMAN, Senate com-
mittee on Solid Minerals De-
velopment, Ekong Sampson, 
has said the 10th senate would 
ensure equitable use of the 
N1 trillion earmarked in 2025 
budget by the Federal Govern-
ment to revive the moribund 
solid mineral sector

He said this is part of 
Federal Government’s effort 
to diversify the economy by 
bringing back the vibrant solid 
minerals sector of the Nigerian 
economy

Senator Sampson, repre-
senting Akwa Ibom South, 
spoke yesterday, while on an 
oversight function in Jos. He 
said the amount is already ap-
proved in the 2025 budget.

Sampson, who spoke 
through his deputy, Senator 
Mustaph Habib, expressed the 

From Juliana Taiwo-
Obalonye, Abuja

VICE President Kashim Shet-
tima has reaf昀椀rmed Nigeria’s 
commitment to achieving a 
top-80 ranking on the global 
Human Capital Index (HCI) 
by 2030, emphasizing the 
importance of grassroots 
implementation and data-
driven policies to transform 
the nation’s socioeconomic 
landscape.

He spoke during the launch 
of the National Human 
Capital Development (HCD) 
Accelerator Project and the 
ARISE Human Capital Devel-
opment Strategy in Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State, yesterday.

Shetima described the 
Federal Government’s target 
as “ambitious yet achievable” 
as he outlined the vision for 
a healthier, better-educated 
and empowered Nigeria. “We 
aim to position Nigeria among 
the top 80 countries on the 
Human Capital Index, reach-
ing a score of 0.6 by 2030,” he 
said. “These metrics represent 
more than just numbers; they 

From John Adams, 
Minna

FORMER Minister for 
Information and National Ori-
entation and Board of Trustee 
(BoT) member of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), Pro-
fessor Jerry Gana, has declared 
that the main opposition party 
would not join any coalition or 
merge with any political party 
ahead of the 2027 general 
elections in the country.

Gana noted that despite 
its current setback, it is a 
solid and organised political 
party and absolutely trusted by 
Nigerians, stressing that the 
leaders of the party were doing 
serious underground work to 
bring the party back to where 
it should be ahead of 2027 
general elections.

The PDP BoT member 
spoke to the Daily Sun in an 
exclusive interview shortly 
after attending this year’s 
Nupe Christian Fellowship 
International Conference in 
Bida, Niger State.

“PDP will not join any coali-
tion because when we formed 
the party in 1998, it was a 
coalition; it was a platform for 
democracy and a very power-
ful coalition. All that the party 
needs now is a new leadership, 
and we shall surprise Nigeri-
ans with a good and credible 
candidate for 2027.

“Knowing the capacity, 
the ideas and power that we 
possess, we cannot go into a 
merger or coalition with any 
political party. PDP is the only 
political party that is tested 
and trusted and found to be 
the only option for Nigeria’s 
greatness.

“All that we need like I said 
is a new leadership after which 
we will present a new proposal 
to Nigerians and we will give 
Nigerians purposeful leader-

signify real change in the lives 
of our people—access to qual-
ity healthcare, improved edu-
cational outcomes, expanded 
opportunities for meaningful 
employment, and a society 
that remains resilient in the 
face of global challenges.”

Shettima commended 
Akwa Ibom for becoming the 
昀椀rst state to fully implement 
the national HCD blueprint 
across all local government 
areas.

“Every policy or programme 
that intervenes in the life of 
our people can only succeed 
if it’s rooted in the grassroots. 
The true wealth of any nation 
lies in its human capital: the 
education of its children, the 
health of its citizens, and the 
productivity of its workforce,” 
he noted.

Highlighting Akwa Ibom’s 
achievements, Shettima said, 
“With an under-昀椀ve mortality 
rate of 80 compared to the na-
tional average of 110, and with 
only 3.5 percent of primary-
age children out of school—far 
below the national average of 
25.6 percent - your state is not 

determination of the 10th Sen-
ate to support President Bola 
Tinubu’s administration which 
is prepared to revive solid min-
erals in Nigeria so as to boost 
economic developments.

Speaking at the Palace of 
Gbong Gwom Jos, Da Jacob 
Gyang Buba, during a visit, he 
said Jos has the pride of place 
as a solid mineral sector and 
called on traditional rulers 
to check the activities of 
unlicensed miners who have 
been exploiting the sector at 
the expense of real operators 
in the sector.

The six-man member 
senate committee on solid 
minerals development who 
was in Jos for a day oversight 
function, pledged its determi-
nation to assist the president 
achieve this objective.

Gbong Gwom Jos told 
the committee that growing 
insecurity has continued due 

to illegal mining activities.
He revealed that young 

Nigerians in the state were be-
ing killed in the mining ponds; 
even as institutions and other 
residential buildings were 
also being threatened due to 
devastating ponds.

The traditional ruler noted 
that the hike in foodstuffs 
in the state was as a result 
of increasing illegal mining 
activities, pointing out that the 
decline in school enrollment 
in the state was due to mining 
activities.

He revealed that it was 
the reason the Plateau State 
Government activated the Ex-
ecutive Order 001, which has 
temporarily suspended mining 
activities in the state.

He, however, revealed that 
some persons hadn’t stopped 

mining, in spite of the order.
The monarch equally 

called on the Senate com-
mittee to insist that the 
Minister of Solid Mineral 
Development should do the 
needful in regulating mining 
activities in Nigeria.

merely compliant with our 
national vision. You are ahead 
of the curve.”

The Vice President unveiled 
HCD 2.0, a second phase of 
the National Human Capital 
Development Programme that 
builds on previous efforts with 
a focus on integration and 
measurable outcomes. “At its 
core, HCD 2.0 is about inte-
gration and impact. It is built 
on the foundation of HCD 1.0 
but goes further to incorporate 
cross-cutting themes,” Shet-
tima explained.

He also announced a new 
HCD Dashboard to monitor 
key indicators with precision. 
“We are deploying data not for 
reports but for results. Because 
behind every number is a 
story: a child not vaccinated, 
a mother lost to childbirth, 
a youth with promise but no 
pathway. These are not mere 
statistics; they are realities we 
must confront with urgency 
and compassion,” he empha-
sized.

ship,” he submitted.
He pointed out that now 

that the PDP is an opposi-
tion party, all kinds of things 
were happening but assured 
Nigerians and supporters that 
the party would soon resolve 
all the issues at hand and give 
the country an alternative that 
would be very clear, credible 
and desirable.

“In political development, 
there are bases and people like 
us have seen a lot of things in 
politics. Right now, the PDP 
is in opposition, so there are 
all kinds of things that are 

happening but let Nigerians 
wait, we will soon come up to 
resolve all the issues at hand 
right now, and move forward 
and give the nation an alterna-
tive that will be very clear, 
credible and desirable.

“Forget about the struggle 
to be here and there because 
there is a new political 
order that is emerging but let 
Nigerians give the PDP a few 
months, we will correct it and 
give Nigerians a better and 
clear alternative.

“PDP is a very solid and 
organized political party and 

absolutely trusted by Nigeri-
ans. It took over power from 
the military and we restored 
democracy, good governance, 
fairness, justice and equity in 
the country”.

Professor Gana, who 
expressed regret over the 
current economic and security 
situation in the country, stated 
that Nigeria as a country, was 
doing well under the PDP, 
adding that, “The country’s 
economy was doing so well. 
Nigeria paid her foreign debts 
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like former President Good-
luck Jonathan to nominate 
me for that, for which I’m 
eternally grateful. When it 
was time for campaign, for-
mer Head of State, General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, gave 
me strategies I needed, and 
also the place I needed to 
go to be able to succeed in 
my campaign. He also took 
me to somebody I had never 
known nor met before, 
former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar, who also played 
a signi昀椀cant role in the 
journey.

“Former head of state, 
General Yakubu Gowon, 

accompanied me to Namibia 
to campaign. Former presi-
dent, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
also supported me in cam-
paigning for many of these 
states. Former Head of State, 
General Ibrahim Babangida 
was also instrumental to the 
success.

“But I want to say a very 
important thing. If President 
Buhari had not supported 
my candidacy, it was dead on 
arrival. For instance, I went 
on campaigns around the 
world. I got to a particular 
country, they said, sorry, 
we can’t see you. I asked, 
why? They said, because the 

government has changed in 
Nigeria. There’s a new presi-
dent that’s coming in. And 
we don’t know whether he’s 
going to support you. Sadly, 
I have never met President 
Buhari ever before.

“I was in Paris. Everybody 
was running away from me 
because they don’t know 
whether my candidacy was 
valid, viable, or not. I was 
confused, and was losing 
hope speedily. I reached 
out to my state governor, 
Senator Ibikunle Amosun, 
to inform him about the 

FG declares national emergency on food security

PDP, Okpebholo bicker over 2027 
presidential election campaigns

PENGASSAN shuts firm’s operations 
over suspension of executives

Women march in support of 
emergency rule in Rivers

From Tony John,  Port 
Harcourt

THE Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Senior Staff Association 
of Nigeria (PENGASSAN) 
has directed its members to 
embark on a total withdraw-
al of services at all opera-
tional locations of Newcross 
Exploration and Production 
Limited, following what the 
union described as “arbitrary 
queries and suspension 
letters” issued to its branch 
executives.

Newcross operates several 
oil wells in OML24 within 
the shallow waters of Bille 
Kingdom in Degema Local 
Government Area of Rivers 
State, including Awoba 
North/West oil wells C, D 
and E.

In a strongly worded 
directive dated April 14,  
2025 and signed by Sere 
Nwikiabeh, assistant general 
secretary of PENGASSAN, 
Port Harcourt zone, the 
union accused the oil 昀椀rm 
of targeting union leaders 
and undermining collective 
bargaining efforts.

“The Association is 
constrained to direct our 
members to withdraw their 
services from all locations 
with immediate effect. 
This withdrawal of services 

From Tony John, Port 
Harcourt

THOUSANDS of Rivers 
Women for Good Gover-
nance, yesterday, hit the 
streets of Port Harcourt in 
support of the state of emer-
gency declared by President 
Bola Tinubu in Rivers State.

They also said their peace-
ful rally was to demonstrate 
support for the efforts of 
the Sole Administrator, Vice 
Admiral Ibok-Ete Ibas (retd), 
for restoring democratic gov-
ernance, peace and stability 
in the state.

The women who were 
dressed in white attire, said 
the declaration of state of 
emergency is constitutional 
and they welcomed it in 
their state.

Last week, anti-state of 
emergency women wore 
black clothes and protested 
to the Government House, 

is a proactive measure to 
actualize our core objective 
by ensuring the safety and 
security for our members’ 
job,” the letter stated

PENGASSAN vowed 
that the industrial action 
would persist until Newcross 
management withdraws 
the disciplinary actions and 
resumes the stalled Collec-
tive Bargaining Agreement, 
CBA, negotiations.

The dispute stems 
from queries issued to the 
branch chairman and other 
executive members of the 
union, which PENGASSAN 
described as retaliation for 
carrying out lawful union 
activities.

“We are in receipt of a 
written query issued to our 
Branch Executives in respect 
of their PENGASSAN activ-
ity,” wrote Comrade Regina 
Ewah, Assistant General 
Secretary, PHZ, in an earlier 
letter dated April 13 to the 
company’s Human Resourc-
es Manager.

“The Branch Executives 
were merely carrying out 
lawful instructions given to 
them by the Association,” 
Ewah noted, demanding an 
immediate withdrawal of the 
queries.

Port Harcourt, expressing 
their disgust for emergency 
rule in the state.

They called on President 
Tinubu to reinstate sus-
pended Governor Siminalayi 
Fubara and his deputy and 
exit of the sole administra-
tor.

The protesters declared 
their total support for the 
embattled governor, Fubara, 
saying he was democratically 
elected, and suspending him 
from of昀椀ce was an injustice 
against him and the state.

But the women protest-
ers rejected calls for the 
governor’s reinstatement 
and urged the Sole Adminis-
trator, Vice Admiral Ibok-Ete 
Ibas (retd), to investigate the 
bloated contracts awarded 
by the governor, adding that 
there was no tribal war in 
Rivers State.

PRESIDENT Bola Ti-
nubu has declared a national 
emergency on food security, 
urging expanded irrigation 
infrastructure and participa-
tory water resource manage-
ment nationwide.

Tinubu made the dec-
laration when he opened 
the sixth African Regional 
Conference on Irrigation 
and Drainage in Abuja, 
yesterday.

Represented by the Sec-
retary to the Government 
of the Federation, Senator 
George Akume, he urged 
African nations to adopt 
innovative strategies in 
addressing the continent’s ir-
rigation and water manage-
ment challenges.

He described the confer-

From Fred Ezeh, Abuja

DR. Akinwummi Adesina 
has narrated the journey 
that culminated in his elec-
tion as President of African 
Development Bank Group 
(AfDB) on May 28, 2015, 
in Abidjan, for the 昀椀rst 昀椀ve-
year term and re-elected in 
2020 for another 昀椀ve-year 
term that will end this year.

He told the story at the 
14th convocation lecture 
he delivered at the National 
Open University of Nigeria 
(NOUN). The topic was “Ad-
vancing Africa’s positioning 
within global development 
and geopolitical dynamics.”

He started by appreciating 
his then Principal, former 
president, Goodluck Jona-
than, who nominated him 
for the position, and also 
confessed that his dream 
which was clearly coming 
to pass then would have 
failed if former president, 
Muhammadu Buhari did not 
endorse it.

“I have come to realise 
that nobody gives you space 
in any pro昀椀table venture 
in life, you take the space. 
It took the efforts and con-
nections of so many people, 
leaders, for me to have 
emerged as the President of 
AfDB.

“Firstly, it took someone 

L-R: Chairman Editorial Board, Energy Times Newspaper, Mallam Yakubu Lawal; District Overseer, New Oko Oba 
District Headquarters,  Foursquare Gospel Church, Rev Dr Wole Adebayo; and Head of Strategy, Modion Commu-
nications, Oluwatosin Baiyewu at Energy Times Award presentation ceremony  where Modion was honoured as the 
Outstanding Oil & Gas PR Agency of the Year  in Lagos

ence theme, “Tackling 
irrigation development and 
water management crisis 
in Africa” as a clarion call 
to action for sustainable 
agriculture and economic 
resilience.

“Africa continues to 
face major challenges in 
unlocking its irrigation 
potential due to inadequate 
infrastructure, 昀椀nancial 
constraints, climate change, 
and governance issues. This 
conference offers a vital 
platform for us to collective-
ly chart a path forward.”

Tinubu stated that the 
country had more than 3.1 
million hectares of irrigable 
land located around key 
river basins such as the 
Niger and Benue.

From Tony Osauzo, 
Benin

EDO State chapter of the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and Governor Mon-
day Okpebholo, yesterday, 
engaged in verbal punches 
over a presidential state-
ment denouncing cam-
paigns for President Bola 
Tinubu ahead of the 2027 
election.

The PDP, in a statement 
by its Publicity Secretary of 
the state Caretaker Com-
mittee, Chris Nehikhare, to 

In his remarks, Minister 
of Water Resources and 
Sanitation, Prof. Joseph Ut-
sev, said the government had 
completed several landmark 
initiatives under the Trans-
forming Irrigation Manage-
ment in Nigeria (TRIMING) 
project.

He announced that its 
successor, the Sustainable 
Power and Irrigation for 
Nigeria (SPIN) project, 
would address outstanding 
gaps while optimising the 
economic value of water 
resources to support food 
security.

“With the TRIMING proj-
ect winding down, Nigeria is 
poised to begin implementa-
tion of the SPIN project in 
partnership with the World 

react to a statement issued 
by Mr. Bayo Onanuga, trig-
gered the exchange.

The PDP had said: “The 
Presidency has publicly 
disclaimed the premature 
and illegal 2027 campaign 
billboards 昀氀ooding parts of 
Nigeria, including those pro-
moted by Senator Monday 
Okpebholo and the APC-led 
government in Edo State.

“In a statement titled 
“Presidency Disclaims 2027 
Campaign Billboards Na-
tionwide,” the Federal Gov-
ernment expressed dismay 
over the growing number 
of unauthorised political 
billboards and reaf昀椀rmed its 
commitment to upholding 
the rule of law.

“This marks a major blow 
to Senator Okpebholo’s 
desperate attempts to curry 
favour with President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu through 
reckless and unlawful politi-
cal grandstanding. The Edo 
State Chapter of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) had 
earlier raised the alarm in 
a statement titled: “Ok-
pebholo’s Launch of 2027 
Presidential Campaigns for 
Tinubu in Edo: An Insult, an 
Affront to the Constitution.

“The Presidency’s inter-
vention clearly validates our 
concerns and exposes the 
deceitful tactics of the Edo 
APC, which has shown a 
complete disregard for the 

Bank. This initiative will 
consolidate on the successes 
of TRIMING and expand 
our irrigation potential,” 
Utsev said.

According to the minister, 
the TRIMING project, 
which spanned more than 
seven years, delivered no-
table achievements, includ-
ing the completion of the 
Dadin-Kowa and Bakolori 
irrigation schemes and 90 
per cent completion of the 
Middle Rima Valley irriga-
tion project.

It also supported ongo-
ing interventions in Ondo, 
Kwara, Benue, Kebbi, Edo, 
Adamawa, and Oyo States.

He also noted that the 

nation’s electoral laws. Their 
antics have not only embar-
rassed Edo people but have 
now drawn a 昀椀rm rebuke 
from the very leadership 
they were trying to impress.

“We now await the 
response of the Edo State 
Government to this direct 
disapproval from the 
Presidency. As we previ-
ously noted, Section 94(1) 
of the Electoral Act 2022 
clearly states: “The period 
of campaigning in public by 
every political party shall 
commence 150 days before 
polling day and end 24 hours 
prior to that day.”

“The Edo PDP remains 
committed to defending 
constitutional order and pro-
tecting the integrity of our 
democracy against desperate 
and unlawful manipulation 
by the APC”.

But in a swift response, 
Governor Okpebholo in 
a statement by his Chief 
Press Secretary, Fred Itua, 
described the PDP statement 
as “reckless, misleading and 
malicious” saying that the 
party “once again peddled 
baseless claims and sought 
to mislead the public on 
matters it clearly does not 
understand or deliberately 
chooses to misrepresent.

“Let it be clearly stated 
that the statement is a 
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THE Federal Univer-
sity of Allied Health Sciences 
(FUAHSE), Enugu, has held 
its 昀椀rst-ever matriculation 
ceremony at the Trans-Ekulu 
Campus, Enugu, with more 
than 1,000 students taking 
part in the exercise.

Speaking at the event, the 
Vice Chancellor of the institu-
tion, Professor John Emaimo, 
described the moment as his-
toric and ful昀椀lling, adding that 
the university would pioneer 
health courses in nanotechnol-
ogy and arti昀椀cial intelligence.

He said: “This is a hallmark. 
The pronouncement of this 
institution as a university was 
only a word on paper, but 
today we have translated that 
into reality. It’s a thing of joy 
to see plans become realities, 
for people to begin to feel it in 
concrete terms.”

Professor Emaimo said the 
institution is not just about 
awarding degrees but is fo-
cused on building well-round-

ed graduates equipped with 
both academic and practical 
entrepreneurial skills.

“Every student of this uni-
versity is expected to register 
and graduate with a diploma 
in an area of entrepreneurship. 
We have piggery, horticulture, 
catering and others. It’s going 
to be a little more demanding, 
but we believe this is what 
society needs.

“We are pioneering some 
unique courses. Speech 
therapy, for instance, is not 
offered in any other university 
in Nigeria; we are the 昀椀rst. 
The same thing goes for dental 
technology in federal universi-
ties. We’re also introducing 
nanotechnology and arti昀椀cial 
intelligence. We want to do 
things differently,” he said.

He also praised the Federal 
Government for its support, 
especially in terms of infra-
structure, noting that much of 

From Lateef Dada, 
Osogbo

THE Congress of University 
Academics (CONUA), has 
expressed concern over its ex-
clusion from the renegotiation 
process on the 2009 agree-
ment, saying the development 
was dangerous for academic 
system.

In a letter dated April 4, 
2025 and addressed to the 
Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU), it was 
indicated that the committee 
chaired by Dr. Yayale Ahmed, 
has submitted its report on 
the renegotiation of the 2009 
agreement with the exclusion 
of CONUA.

Reacting to the develop-

A London-based invest-
ment organisation, Foreign 
Investment Network (FIN), 
has honoured Governors 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu (Lagos) 
and Monday Okpebholo (Edo 
) as well as the Oba of Benin, 
Oba Ewuare II and other 
top personalities during its 
international award ceremony 
in Dubai, the United Arab 
Emirates.

The award ceremony, 
which took place on Wednes-
day, April 9, 2025, during the 
2025 Net Zero MEA Summit, 

FORMER presidential can-
didate and elder statesman, 
Dr. Gbenga Olawepo-Hashim, 
has delivered a sharp rebuke to 
opposition politicians employ-
ing ethnic rhetoric to gain 
political advantage, describing 
such tactics as obsolete and 
harmful to Nigeria’s unity and 
development.

In a statement yesterday, 
he warned that the continued 
deployment of ethnic senti-
ments in political discourse 
was a distraction from the 
pressing issues confronting 

By Merit Ibe

THE Federal Government has 
said Nigeria loses an estimated 
$2 billion annually to medical 
tourism, which re昀氀ects the 
gap in con昀椀dence, access, 
and quality within the local 
system.

Coordinating Minister for 
Health and  Social Welfare, 
Prof. Muhammadu Ali Pate, 
represented by Prof. Lanre 
Wasiu Adeyemo, CMD  of the 
Lagos State University Teach-
ing Hospital (LUTH) made 
the remark at the commission-
ing  of a state-of-the-art 50-bed 
multi specialty Hospital by 
Avon Medical Practice, in 
Lagos, a subsidiary of Heirs’ 

Holdings, yesterday.
Ali Pate was, however, op-

timistic that the trend can be 
reversed with collaboration of 
the private sector, adding that 
the government was ready to 
co-create pathways for private 
sector engagement, whether 
through health insurance ex-
pansion, regulatory reforms, or 
integration of private facilities 
into national health programs 
and referral systems.

“We welcome urban medi-
cal, and indeed all winning 
private providers, to come 
alongside us as partners in 
building a healthier, safer, and 
more equitable Nigeria.

“As we commission this 
facility, we stand not just as a 

symbol of brick-and-mortar 
excellence but as a beacon of 
possibility, a reminder that 
when vision meets values 
and business meets purpose, 
healthcare in Nigeria can be 
world-class.”

He noted that health priori-
ties are not the responsibility 
of the government alone but  
require full partnership of the 
private sector, state govern-
ment, local government, 
development partners, civil 
society, academia as well as 
all our communities. Today’s 
launch of the  medical facility 
is a shining example of how 
private sector investment 
can complement the public 
sector. Public sector efforts are 

expanding access to critical 
services such as emergency 
care,

diagnostics, specialized 
treatment, all within our 
national borders.”

Congratulating the Avon 
Medial team for the feat, 
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
corroborated the minister on  
the need for collaboration with 
the private sector, noting that  
health practitioners, institu-
tions and facilities everywhere 
in the world were not achieved 
by one arm of the side table.

Admitting that the govern-
ment must create the enabling 

ment, the national president of 
CONUA, Niyi Sunmonu, in a 
statement yesterday, described 
the development as surprising 
and disappointing, noting that 
CONUA had earlier received a 
formal letter of invitation from 
the Minister of Education, 
dated December 20, 2024, 
directing the committee to 
engage with the union.

“However, up till the time 
of this release, CONUA has 
not been invited to make any 
submission or contribution 
to the renegotiation process. 
The union wonders how it 
was possible for a committee 
to jettison the mandate of a 
minister, who put the commit-
tee in place in this important 
national assignment.

By Christopher Oji

THE Cherubim and Seraphim 
Uni昀椀cation Church of Nigeria 
(C&S) has concluded plans 
to meet with President Bola 
Tinubu and state governors to 
give advice on the economic 
and security situation in the 
country.

The Church, which is mark-
ing its 100 years in the country 
has, therefore, called on the 
Federal Government to look 
critically into some challenges 
confronting the nation.

It said, the church was not 
unaware of the present harsh 
economic realities, assuring 
that one of the activities lined 
up to celebrate the 100 years 
of the church is to visit the 
presidency and the governors, 
plead with them and advise 
them, especially, President 
Tinubu, to look into some poli-
cies tend to be anti-people.

Addressing the press 
yesterday, General Secretary 
of  the  church, Senior Apostle 
Tayo Ajose,  said churches 
all over the country have a 
vital role to play in the overall 
wellbeing of the people, 
especially, economic policy 

“It is important to under-
score that the 2009 agreement 
was entered into on behalf of 
all academic staff in Nigerian 
universities as of that time. 
With the current existence 
of three recognised academic 
unions, it is imperative that all 
stakeholders be carried along 
in matters relating to the wel-
fare and conditions of service 
of their members.

“The exclusion of CONUA, 
a registered and legitimate 
union, from such a crucial 
process undermines principles 
of fairness, inclusiveness and 
democratic engagement, as 
enshrined in the International 

adding, “When our fathers and 
mothers visit the president, it 
would be to tell him the truth, 
ask him about the well being 
of the country and advise 
him on the need to change 
the economic policies. We 
will also pray for him because 
we believe in the ef昀椀cacy of 
prayers, and minister to him 
to change his tactics economi-
cally. We will not limit our visit 
to prayers alone, we will back 
it up with action. The church 
is intentional in addressing 
issues, especially economic 
issues. If you must know, 
our fathers advised all our 
churches to stop everything 
we do everyday and pray for 
the nation at 12 midnight and 
we have been doing just that. 
Nobody is happy with the rate 
of kidnapping and banditry as 
a result of the harsh situation 
of things. So, the C&S church 
is not resting on its oars in this 
regard and we pray that God 
will help us.

“Throughout this year, up 
until September 9, 2025, a 

Sokoto revives massive water 
projects to end water scarcity  
By Shafa’atu Suleiman, 
Sokoto

AS part of measures to tackle 
water scarcity across the state, 
Sokoto State Governor, Ahmad 
Aliyu Sokoto, has revived two 
major initiatives aimed at 
providing clean and safe water 
to both the urban and rural 
communities.

This was disclosed by the 
state APC chairman, Isa 
Sadiq Achida, during a press 
brie昀椀ng at the APC secretariat 
yesterday.

According to Achida, 
the initiatives were part of 
Governor Aliyu’s administra-
tion’s nine-point agenda and 
represent a critical step to-
wards resolving a decade-long 
challenge of inadequate water 
supply in the state.

He said that the govern-
ment had revived the 40-mil-
lion gallons per day water 

project initially launched 
under former Governor Aliyu 
Magatakarda Wamakko but 
abandoned by the immediate 
past administration.

“Governor Ahmad Aliyu has 
not only revived the initiative 
but has also accelerated its 
progress, with completion 
targeted before the onset of 
the rainy season,”

 he said.
He stated that the project 

spans six strategic locations in 
and around Sokoto metropolis, 
including Old Airport, Mana, 
Tamaje and Gagi, each with 
a capacity of three million 
gallons.

Others are two larger 
projects at Runjin Sambo with 
eight million gallons capacity 
and Ruggar Liman with 20 
million gallons.

had top chief executive of昀椀cers 
(CEOs), managing directors 
(MDs), innovators, found-
ers and other stakeholders 
from different countries, in 
attendance.

Sanwo- Olu was honoured 
with the Distinguished FIN 
Outstanding Leadership 
Award, while Okpebholo 
received the Distinguished 
FIN Emerging Governor Of 
The Year Award in recognition 
of their remarkable achieve-
ments in Lagos and Edo states, 
respectively.

The MD/CEO of Bank of 
Industry (BoI), Dr. Olasupo 
Olusi, was also honoured 
with the Distinguished FIN 
Transformational Leader in 
Development Finance while 
the Executive Director, Rural 
Electri昀椀cation Agency (REA), 
Doris Uboh, who graced the 
event, also received the Distin-
guished FIN Rural Electri昀椀ca-
tion Champion of the Year for 
her outstanding contribution 
to public service.

In his remarks at the event, 
the Lagos State Commissioner 

for Energy and Mineral Re-
sources, Mr Biodun Ogunleye, 
who received the award on 
behalf the Governor said: “Our 
unique selling point is not 
just about upwardly mobile 
population but a growth 
trajectory that con昀椀rms Lagos 
as a choice destination for 
investment.

“The FIN event was an op-
portunity for Lagos, under the 
able leadership of Governor 
Sanwo-Olu, to showcase the 
competitiveness of our city 
as an investment destination. 
We were also able to debunk 
some assumptions about the 
progress we are making as the 
largest subnational towards 
improving our liveability 
index. We are also delighted 
about the enquiries and follow 
up we have had so far.”

The Managing Director, 
Edo State Investment Promo-
tion Of昀椀ce, Mr Amen Odigie, 
who received the award on 
behalf of Okpebholo, said: 

the nation. He called for a 
shift toward solution-driven 
engagement that addresses 
Nigeria’s economic collapse, 
rampant insecurity and foreign 
policy failures.

“Those still stuck in the 
old game of ethnic blackmail 
should understand that Nige-
rians have outgrown that play-
book. The people are looking 
for competent leadership, not 
ethnic champions,” he said.

He expressed concern over 
the recent attempts to brand 
the administration of Presi-

dent Bola Tinubu as a ‘Yoruba 
government,’ dismissing such 
claims as both baseless and 
ironic.

He added: “President Ti-
nubu struggled to win support 
even among his own ethnic 
group. He lost Lagos, arguably 
the heart of the Yoruba politi-
cal base, in the 2023 presiden-
tial election. So, on what 
grounds is anyone now calling 
this a tribal government?”

The former presidential 
hopeful also accused some of 
Tinubu’s former allies, who 

were instrumental in his rise 
to power, of now resorting to 
ethnic incitement because 
their personal ambitions were 
unmet.

“It is pure hypocrisy. You 
cannot install a government 
and then disown it on ethnic 
grounds when your expecta-
tions aren’t ful昀椀lled,” he stated.

To reinforce his argument, 
he cited historic instances 
where Nigerian voters de昀椀ed 
ethnic lines in favour of leader-
ship they believed in, adding, 
“In 1993, Kano voters chose 
Moshood Abiola, a Yoruba 
man, over their kinsman, 
Bashir Tofa. In 2023, Lago-
sians voted for Peter Obi, an 
Igbo candidate, over Tinubu. 
Yet, they returned Governor 
Sanwo-Olu of the APC. Nige-
rians are far more politically 
mature than many politicians 
assume.”

He stressed that the real 
crisis confronting the country 
was not ethnicity but the ab-
sence of purposeful, visionary 
leadership.

“The nation is groaning 
under in昀氀ation, rising poverty, 
food insecurity and a worsen-
ing security situation. These 
are the matters that deserve 
attention, not tired ethnic nar-
ratives,” he said.

He urged political leaders 

From Timothy 
Olanrewaju, Maiduguri

BORNO has rolled out the 
third round of immunisation 
of children against polio from 
April 14 to 19.

Director of Disease Control 
and Immunisation at the 
Borno Primary Healthcare 
Development Board, Fatima 
Ali announced this at a media 
roundtable in Maiduguri yes-
terday that the immunisation 

exercise would cover 10 local 
government areas in the state.

“We have designed innova-
tive strategies to close the im-
munisation gap that occurred 
as a result of COVID-19 and 
insurgency, which made some 
areas inaccessible to health 
workers,” she disclosed.

She said the three-leg strate-
gies include “Big Catch-Up, 
focus on immunising all chil-
dren from 24 to 59 weeks.

Others include 昀椀xed mobile 

centres, a mobile arrangement 
created at health facilities in 
the 10 local governments to 
provide immunisation to chil-
dren and ensure accessibility.

She said the outreach cen-
tres located some kilometres 
away from health facilities, 
were designed to provide 
immunisation to areas dif昀椀cult 
to reach or inaccessible due to 
the security challenge.
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BY RASAQ OBOIRIEN

SUPER Eagles star, Victor 
Osimhen has been spotted out in 
a ₦250 million worth Mercedes 
Benz G63, a modi昀椀ed derivative 
of the G-Wagon.

The Galatasaray forward and 
leading top scorer in the Turkish 
Super Lig showed off his high-
performance toy while 昀椀lling it 
with fuel at a gas station.

The Mercedes-Benz 

G-Wagon is considered a foot-
baller’s favourite when it comes 
to SUVs, and the Nigerian took 
it for a spin with pals in Wolfs-
burg, Germany, while with his 
family on a four-day leave.

Osimhen, 27-year-old ap-
peared in a relaxed mood in the 
video and photo he shared on 
his veri昀椀ed Instagram account.

Meanwhile, his followers on 
the social media app dropped 
few hilarious comments on the 

By EMMA JEMEGAH

The race for the premier grass-
roots football initiative, Spires 
5-Aside football tournament, 
aims to nurture and develop 
young talents for national and 
international, will begins on 
Saturday April 19.

According to the convener 
of the tournament, Dr Femi 
Bankole Allibay, a total of 40 
teams, representing the 昀椀ve di-
visions of Lagos will take part 
in the Season 2 meant to foster-
ing regional representation and 
unity.

Dr Allibay stressed that 
to re昀氀ect the commitment to 

The 昀椀rst-ever ChessMasters 
tournament will takeplace at 
Eko Hotel & Suites, bringing 
together over 500 young play-
ers from 100+ schools for Afri-
ca’s largest school chess tourna-
ment, competing for more than 
₦5,000,000 in prize money.

The inaugural ChessMasters 
tournament is open to primary 
school children aged between 
6 and 11 years old, across La-
gos, who are eager to challenge 
themselves, think critically, and 
compete at the highest level.

More than just a competition, 
ChessMasters is the launchpad 
for a bold new vision: a pan-
African movement leveraging 
chess as a tool for education, 
empowerment, and leadership 
development.

A groundbreaking collabo-
ration between KEY academy, 
Africa’s 昀椀rst 100% project-
based school, and Eko Hotel 
& Suites, Lagos’ leading venue 
for large scale cultural events, 
and Chess in Slums Africa, the 
globally recognised nonpro昀椀t 
founded by chess champion and 
Guinness World Record holder, 
Tunde Onakoya - ChessMas-
ters is designed to equip the 
next generation with critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and 
leadership skills. This tourna-

From Jude Chinedu, Enugu

Elder statesman and former 
Minister of Youth and Sports, 
Senator Jim Nwobodo, has 
called on the Federal Govern-
ment to immortalise the late 
Super Eagles captain and 
coach, Christian Chukwu.

Speaking during a condo-
lence visit to the late football 
legend’s family at their Trans-
Ekulu residence in Enugu, 
Nwobodo emphasised the 
need for the government to 
not only honour deceased 
sports heroes but also cater to 
the welfare of athletes who 
served the country in their 

youth.
 “Christian Chukwu was a 

soccer star, disciplined, com-
mitted, and a sel昀氀ess servant 
of Nigeria and the South 
East. He and his teammates 
lifted the spirit of the Igbo 
people after the civil war and 
wrote Nigeria’s name in gold 
through football.”

Nwobodo lamented that 
many patriotic sportsmen 
have been neglected after re-
tirement, facing 昀椀nancial and 
health challenges due to lack 
of support. “Femi Otedola 
had to come from Lagos to 
pay Chukwu’s medical bills. 

That’s unacceptable.”
He stressed the importance 

of celebrating and supporting 
heroes while they are alive: 
“It’s good to immortalize the 
dead, but it’s more impactful 
to reward their service while 
they are alive. The dead don’t 
know what happens after 
they’re gone.”

Nwobodo, who was 
governor of old Anambra 
State when Chukwu played 
for Enugu Rangers, described 
him as not just the captain of 
Rangers FC but also of the 
Super Eagles, later becoming 
the national team’s coach.

Nwobodo urges FG to 
immortalise Christian Chukwu

Osimhen shows off ₦250m worth Mercedes Brabus G63 

Spires 5-Aside Season 2 begins Saturday

Africa’s largest school Chess tourney 
to launch in Lagos

excellence, the participation 
fee for each team has been 
adjusted to N100,000 with a 
substantial increase in the prize 
money for the top three teams 
in each division as well as for 
outstanding performances.

“The Spires 5-Aside tourna-
ment is designed to identify, 
nurture and promote football 
talents within the age of 16-21 
bracket, providing them with 
structured pathways for profes-
sional careers in football. This 
year’s edition has seen signi昀椀-
cant enhancements to further 
elevate the competition and 
opportunities for participants,” 
Dr Allibay stressed.

ment is the proof of concept for 
a transformative initiative that 
will extend far beyond Nigeria, 
shaping the future of education 
across the continent.

“At KEY academy, we be-
lieve learning should go beyond 
memorisation and test scores 
but also cultivate 21st century 
skills including critical thinking, 
problem solving and resilience.

ChessMasters is an extension 
of that philosophy - a platform 
where young minds can de-
velop 21st century skills that 
will serve them in every aspect 
of life. By integrating chess into 
education, we are not just teach-
ing a game; we are shaping a 
generation of problem solvers 
and future leaders for Africa,” 
noted KEY academy founder, 
Damiola Okonkwo.

The ChessMasters initiative 
has garnered support from a di-
verse group of blue-chip brands 
and industry-leading innova-
tors, underscoring its credibility 
and far-reaching impact. Spon-
sors including Sterling Bank, 
7Up, Mikano, Fidson Health-
care, Paga, and DyeLab bring 
a wealth of expertise and in昀氀u-
ence across 昀椀nance, consumer 
goods, manufacturing, health-
care, technology, and design. 

photo as one asked if he was 
now a fuel attendant, while 
another asked the former Napoli 
striker to send his bank details, 
so he can credit him money to 
pay for the gas.

Alabi: “Wow. You don turn 
fuel attendant?  Nobody hustle 
reach you ooo, “ the post read.

Asiwaju Larry’s post read: 
“Send your Opay make you buy 
full tank inside that swag.”
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… We must think this through, even 
though tomorrow is full of unknowns. 
On the one hand, Thomas Robert 
Malthus’, theory, set out in his famous 
but anonymously published essay in 
1798 titled ‘‘An Essay on the Principle 
of Population’’ in which he argued that 
population growth will be restrained 
by famine and disease because, he 
argues, population increases geometri-
cally while food production could 
only grow arithmetically, was proved 
wrong. The world’s population has in-
creased by nearly 1000% since 1800, 
and the world has not run out of food 
because science and technology have 
transformed agricultural productivity 
in advanced industrial countries.

On the other hand, we should be 
wary of conventional wisdom about 
Africa’s population boom such as 
theories of The Next Big Thing. The 
question is not so much about the 
world becoming numerically more 
African. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), for example, has gone 
as far as to posit that Africa’s demo-
graphic transformation could alter 
the world order. The question is not 
Africa’s population numbers. The real 
question is about how prosperous or 
poor the billions of the new African 
entrants to planet earth will be. As 
Ashley Ann put it in her cautionary 
Foreign Policy magazine essay in 
August 2023 titled ‘‘Demography is 
Destiny in Africa”, “rapid population 
growth is about to hit countries whose 
economies and elements are least 

I
n 1800, the world had 1 billion 
people. Today we have 8.2 billion 
people on the planet. Although that 
population is still growing, the rate 

at which it is happening is decreasing. 
We will have a population of 10 billion 
by 2050. The slower population growth 
rate is because women are having 
fewer children, and more people are 
living longer.

But Africa’s population is growing 
faster than other regions, while Europe 
is experiencing a declining population. 
Africa, with a continental population 
of 1.5 billion people today, is pro-
jected to achieve population growth 
in leaps and bounds over the rest of 
this century: our continent will have 
2.7 billion by 2050 which will be one 
quarter of the world’s projected popu-
lation 25 years from now. By 2070, 
Africa’s population will have doubled 
to 3.2 billion. Of the eight countries 
that, together, will make up half of 
global population growth by 2050, 
昀椀ve are African – Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Tanzania, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria and Egypt. At current trends, 
Africa as a continent will likely be 
40% of the world’s total population by 
2100 according to population experts.

Welcome to a scenario in which the 
world’s future is increasingly African, 
demographically speaking. Why is 
this happening? Because fertility rates 
remain high in our continent, com-
bined with decreasing mortality rates. 
This trend has created an extremely 
young continent in terms of popula-
tion, one in which 70% of Africans are 
under the age of 30.

This background brings us to the 
theme of Harvard University’s African 
Development Conference – the future 
of Africa’s youth. If the future will be 
increasingly ‘‘African’’ with one-third 
of the world’s working age population 
being African, will Africans auto-
matically prosper because they have 
multiplied on the earth? Will Africa’s 
population boom be an asset or a li-
ability? Will the 21st century be the 
African century?

Some have argued that it will be, 
and, that this population explosion – 
the population momentum -- means 
Africa is The Next Big Thing. There is 
a certain level of political correctness 
that is inherent in optimism. No one 
wants to be a party-pooper. And yet 

young population. But will this young 
population have the skills, jobs, and 
productivity that can secure the fu-
ture? Without this, the phenomenon 
will ultimately prove a liability – a 
youth bulge that will foster challenges 
of unrest and security. Even discount-
ing the entrepreneurial inclinations 
of Africa’s youth and the changing 
nature of work and opportunities 
fostered by technology including 
social media, the reality is that the 
economies of African countries are not 
creating jobs for young Africans at the 
rates that are necessary.

Second, a massive wave of urbani-
zation is afoot. This has implications 
such as the adequacy of urban infra-
structure, social services, and other 
aspects of municipal governance.

Third, Africa’s young population is 
putting its stamp on the world in the 
areas of music and the arts. Afrobeat is 
taking over the world. But how many 
jobs do musical superstars create? We 
should not be misled by cliches and 
feel-good stories and statistics.

Fourth, the young generation of 
Africans is more self-assured than 
their forebears, and they are more 
entrepreneurial. This means that 
African agency, a missing factor in the 
continent’s development trajectory, is 
on the rise.

Fifth, the younger the African 
population gets, the more likely that 
the texture of politics and democracy 
could change for the better in the years 
ahead. The youth, especially if well 
educated, will likely be impatient and 
demand more from aspiring political 
leaders in the continent. We have seen 
this trend in countries such as Kenya 
and Senegal in recent months.

Sixth, a population boom has impli-
cations for climate change in African 
countries. There will be increased 
demand for resources, including fossil 
fuels that drive higher greenhouse gas 
emissions

Seventh, the booming youth popu-
lation has triggered more and more 
innovation and is responsible for the 
rise of the Fintech industry in the con-
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Evidence abounds that 
projections of Africa’s 

imminent transformation 
have often been 

exaggerated. The post-
independence euphoria 
about our continent’s 

prospects after colonial 
rule ended in the 1960s 

have not been born 
out, while Asia, most of 
which also experienced 
colonial rule, has made 
remarkable progress in 

human development and 
industrialization. In the 

2000s, the ‘‘Africa

equipped to handle it.’’
Evidence abounds that projections 

of Africa’s imminent transformation 
have often been exaggerated. The 
post-independence euphoria about our 
continent’s prospects after colonial 
rule ended in the 1960s have not been 
born out, while Asia, most of which 
also experienced colonial rule, has 
made remarkable progress in human 
development and industrialization. 
In the 2000s, the ‘‘Africa Rising’’ 
euphoria hit the airwaves. While the 
continent witnessed some economic 
progress, it certainly did not rise, and 
has not risen, because the structure of 
the continent’s economies has barely 
changed from reliance on raw com-
modities in its international trade and 
revenue pro昀椀le, and most African 
countries continue to suffer from a 
marked de昀椀cit in leadership and gov-
ernance.

Implications of Africa’s popula-
tion boom

Africa’s demographic trends should 
be understood in a clear-eyed manner 
to assess accurately whether it will be 
an asset or a liability. First, as we all 
know, it has resulted in a massively 
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• Prof Moghalu, President, African School 
of Governance, delivered this Keynote 
address at the Harvard University’s African 
Development Conference 2025
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Christian 
Chukwu
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